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INTERROGATORY NO. 25: Please describe the relationship between the 

Governing Body, WTPA and WTNY for each year during the period 1970-1995 as 

it pe1iains to directing the affairs of Jehovah's Witness congregations in the United 

States. 

ORIGINAL ANSWER: Objection. Please refer to WTPA's Third General 

Objection, above, for an explanation as to why the time period requested in this 

Interrogatory is improper. Subject to and without waiving this objection: The 

Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society of Pennsylvania is a nonprofit corporation 

formed in 1884 under the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, U.S.A. It is 

used by Jehovah's Witnesses to support their worldwide work, which includes 

publishing Bibles and Bible-based literature. Besides the Watch Tower Bible and 

Tract Society of Pennsylvania, Jehovah's Witnesses have other legal entities that 

perform various legal tasks associated with fulfilling Jesus' commission recorded 

at Matthew 28: 19, 20. One such legal entity is Watchtower Bible and Tract 

Society of New York, Inc. (hereinafter "WTNY"), which prints Bibles and Bible­

based literature that is used by Jehovah's Witnesses. Some of that literature is used 

in connection with the ministry done by Jehovah's Witnesses, again in connection 

with Jesus' commission in Matthew 28:19-20. Congregations form for the purpose 

of allowing Jehovah's Witnesses and others interested in attending their meetings 

to gather together to worship God. At their own choice, congregations may form 
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corporations or trusteeships to own prope1iy used as Kingdom Halls (meeting 

places). Those that do not form a corporation or trusteeship typically remain 

unincorporated associations. Each legal entity is separate and distinct from one 

another. The Governing Body of Jehovah's Witnesses is an ecclesiastical group of 

men who care for the spiritual interests of Jehovah's Witnesses. It has no legal or 

corporate control over any entity used by Jehovah's Witnesses. 

FIRST SUPPLEMENT AL ANSWER: WTP A restates and reiterates its 

objections and response noted above. Subject to and without waiving its 

objections: WTPA fmiher responds that it is not the Governing Body of Jehovah's 

Witnesses, but upon information and belief, the Governing Body provides spiritual 

guidance and direction to all Jehovah's Witnesses, including, but not limited to, 

setting forth the scriptural beliefs and practices of the faith in conformance with the 

model set by first century Christians as recorded in the Bible. The Governing 

Body does not direct the day-to day affairs of any congregation of Jehovah's 

Witnesses, but, during the time period in question, experienced elders in New York 

(members of the religious order) acknowledged the appointment of congregation 

elders and ministerial servants. Upon information and belief, acknowledgement of 

these appointments was communicated to congregations by WTNY. WTP A did 

not participate in that process. 
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DATED this __ day of September, 2021. 

By: fiPw I✓ ~ 
GuyW. Rogers I J~on I 
Brett C. Jensen 
BROWN LAW FIRM, P.C. 
Attorneys for Defendants Watchtower 
Bible and Tract Society of New York, 
Inc., and Watch Tower Bible and 
Tract Society of Pennsylvania 
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