
 
 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
DISTRICT OF MONTANA 

BILLINGS DIVISION 
 
 

ARIANE ROWLAND ET AL, 
          

Plaintiffs,  
vs. 
 
WATCHTOWER BIBLE AND 
TRACT SOCIETY OF NEW 
YORK, INC. ET AL, 

 
Defendants.  

 
 

 
 

Case No. CV-20-059-BLG-SPW-TJC 
 
NOTICE AND CONSENT TO  
EXERCISE OF JURISDICTION BY 
A UNITED STATES MAGISTRATE 
JUDGE 
 

 
NOTIFICATION OF ASSIGNMENT 

TO UNITED STATES MAGISTRATE JUDGE 
 

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that this case has been referred to a United 

States Magistrate Judge for the District of Montana for all pretrial proceedings 

pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 636(b)(1) and L.R. 72.2(a).

You are advised that, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 636(c), F.R.Civ.P. 73, and L.R. 

73.1, you may consent to have a Magistrate Judge exercise jurisdiction over the 

case and conduct trial, entry of judgment, and post-judgment proceedings.  You are 

free to withhold consent to the Magistrate Judge=s exercise of jurisdiction without 

adverse substantive consequences.  However, the withholding of consent may have 
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the adverse procedural consequences of a delay in trial due to speedy trial 

considerations in criminal cases.  In accord with F.R.Civ.P. 73(b) and L.R. 73.1, 

neither the Article III judge nor the Magistrate Judge will be informed of your 

response to this notification, unless all parties have consented to the assignment of 

the case to the Magistrate Judge. 

YOU ARE DIRECTED to return the enclosed consent form to the Clerk of 

Court, Billings Division, James F. Battin Federal Courthouse, 2601 2nd Ave. N., 

Billings, MT 59101 conventionally, via United States Mail, no later than fourteen 

(14) days from the date of notification, indicating on the form whether you do or 

do not consent to the Magistrate Judge=s exercise of jurisdiction over this case.  In 

the event you do not consent, an Article III judge will retain jurisdiction of the 

case. 

DATED this 22nd day of May, 2020. 

 
TYLER P. GILMAN, CLERK 
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

 
ACTION REQUIRED! 

/s/ Annie Puhrmann 
Annie Puhrmann,  
Deputy Clerk 
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CASE NUMBER:  CV-20-059-BLG-SPW-TJC 
 
 

ARIANE ROWLAND ET AL, 
    Plaintiffs, 

vs. 
     

WATCHTOWER BIBLE AND TRACT SOCIETY OF NEW YORK, INC. ET AL, 
    Defendants. 

 
CONSENT TO THE EXERCISE OF JURISDICTION 

 BY A UNITED STATES MAGISTRATE JUDGE 
 

In accordance with the provisions of 28 U.S.C. 636(c) and Fed. R.Civ.P.73, the 

parties in this case hereby voluntarily consent to have a United States Magistrate Judge 

conduct any and all further proceedings in the case, including the trial, order the entry of a 

final judgment, and conduct all post-judgment proceedings. 

Signatures    Party Represented   Date 

____________________  _____________________ ______________ 

____________________  _____________________ ______________ 

____________________  _____________________ ______________ 

The undersigned does not consent to said exercise of jurisdiction by the United 

States Magistrate Judge. 

Signatures    Party Represented   Date 

____________________        ______________________ ______________ 

____________________        ______________________  ______________ 

____________________        ______________________  ______________ 
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