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IN THE UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
FOR THE DI STRI CT OF MONTANA
Bl LLI NGS DI VI SI ON

TRACY CAEKAERT, and Case No.
CAM LLI A MAPLEY, Cv-20-52- BLG SPW

Plaintiffs,
VS.
WATCHTOWER BI BLE AND
TRACT SOCI ETY OF
NEW YORK, INC., et al,

Def endant s,

ARl ANE ROANLAND, and DEPGOSI TI ON UPON ORAL
JAM E SCHULZE, EXAM NATI ON OF CARLA
(HAI N) KLESSENS
Pl aintiff,
VS.
WATCHTOWNER BI BLE AND Case No.
TRACT SOCI ETY OF CV- 20- 59- BLG SPW

NEW YORK, INC., et al,
Def endant s.

BE | T REMEMBERED, that the deposition upon
oral exam nation of CARLA (HAI N) KLESSENS,
appearing at the instance of the Plaintiffs, was
taken at the offices of Fisher Court Reporting,
2711 1st Avenue North, Billings, Mntana, on
Thur sday, January 11, 2024, begi nning at the hour
of 9:05 a.m, pursuant to the Federal Rul es of
G vil Procedure, before Barbara J. MLean,

Regi stered Merit Reporter, Certified Realtine
Reporter, and Notary Public.

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
442 East Mendenhall, Bozeman MT 59715, (406) 587-9016
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Carla (Hain) Klessens

ATTORNEYS APPEARI NG ON BEHALF OF THE PLAI NTI FFS:

ROBERT L. STEPANS

KATY GANNON

RYAN R SHAFFER (appearing via Zoom
Meyer, Shaffer & Stepans, PLLP

430 Ryman Street

M ssoul a, Mont ana 59802

406. 543. 6929 - rob@ss-lawfirmcom

ATTORNEYS APPEARI NG ON BEHALF OF DEFENDANTS WATCH
TOWER Bl BLE AND TRACT SOCI ETY OF PENNSYLVAN A:

CHRI STOPHER T. SWEENEY

JORDAN W FI TZGERALD (appearing renotely)
GERRY FAGAN (appeari ng renotely)

Moul t on Bel | i ngham PC

27 North 27th Street, Suite 1900

P. O. Box 2559

Billings, Montana 59103

406. 248. 7731

chri st opher. sweeney@roul t onbel | i ngham com

ATTORNEYS APPEARI NG ON BEHALF OF DEFENDANTS
WATCHTOWNER BI BLE AND TRACT SOCI ETY OF NEW YORK,
I NC. :

M CHAEL P. SARABI A

JON AL WLSON (appearing renotely)
BRETT C. JENSEN (appearing renotely)
Brown Law Firm P.C.

315 North 24th Street

P. O. Drawer 849

Billings, Montana 59103-0849

406. 248. 2611 - jw | son@rownfirm com

JOEL M TAYLOR, pro hac vice (appearing renotely)

MIller, McNamara & Taylor LLP

100 Sout h Bedford Road, Suite 340
Mount Ki sco, New York 10549

845. 288.0844 - jtayl or@mt-| aw. com
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A Not that | can renenber. | renmenber being
at their house in the basenent. There was a pink
roomand a green room and | renenber us girls
being in on the bed. And what | -- the only thing
I can renenber is a bunch of guys standi ng around
t he bed.

Q By "a bunch of guys,"” do you nean |ike

ot her boys your age, or adult nen --

A No, adult nmen. Quentin Means was t here;
Martin. | don't renenber a lot of it. | only --
there's only bits and pieces of it. But the colors
of the room | can see, and | can see the guys

st andi ng around t he bed.

W spent a lot of tinme over there because
Martin's daughter, Myrna, had M ndy and Cory, and
they were -- | nean, we were always over there

pl ayi ng. There was al ways ki ds downstairs in the

basenent .
Q O the Svensen house?
A Yeah.

Q Do you think Martin Svensen ever abused

you?

A. I don't think so. | couldn't tell you for
sure. That one that I -- | don't know. | know
there was -- there's things that | renenber that |

28

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
442 East Mendenhall, Bozeman MT 59715, (406) 587-9016




© 00 N o o b~ w N P

[ = S S
w N B O

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Case 1:20-cv-00052-SPW Document 416-4 Filed 06/14/24 Page 5 of 8

Carla (Hain) Klessens

t hi nk maybe are just dreans, but -- when | would
stay with M ndy, and sonebody comng in the roomin
the m ddl e of the night. But not hi ng that stands
out to say, hey, you know, this is what happened.
Not hi ng |i ke that.

Q Ckay. How ol d do you think you were at
the tine?

A. Probably went there fromthe tine I was
four until | was 17, 18, you know.

Q Do you renenber who any of the other
children in Martin Svensen's basenent were with
you?

A. Jami e and Mary Ann. N ssie and Jody
War nock. Colette and Judy Schm dt. It was anot her
one of them pl aces where all of us kids hung out.
MIllie would -- we would do m nts for weddings for
peopl e that were getting marri ed. Ki nd of just one
of them places to go, or -- it wasn't far from
school , you know. It was just sonewhere when
parents worked, we would go hang out at Martin and
MIlie' s until they cane and picked us up. O we'd
go there after we got done going to service. W'd
go stop at their house, and MIIlie would have
sandw ches and stuff for us.

Q Did you ever hear of any other children in

29
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passed away, when Gunnar Hain cane down i nto your
room and was touching you i nappropriately or trying
to feel your baby, did you ever report that to the
El ders of the Hardi n Congregation?

A No. Once they had said they were going to
di sfellowship ne, I had no need to talk to them I
had no need to |l et them know anyt hing el se that was
goi ng on.

Q So at any point in time do you know if the
El ders of the Hardi n Congregation ever called the
police to report Gunnar Hain for child sexual
assaul t?

A. I do not believe so, but | don't know for
sur e.

Q Do you know i f the Elders of the Hardin
Congregation reported it to anyone?

A I know they were waiting for word back
from New York for discipline. Wen | was four,
renmenber them not know ng how they were going to
take -- or handle it. | know that he had to wait
for a week or whatever for -- that was one of the
t hi ngs that he was upset about, you know. Because
it hadn't been very long that they had nmade him an
El der, and then had to take that away, so -- but |
know -- | know that they did get ahold of New York.

34
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Q And how do you know t hat ?
A Because | renenber nomtal ki ng about it,

about themwaiting to see how they were going to

handl e it. I renenber Gunnar sitting down and
telling us that this is -- you know, we had to
wait . Because for himto be an Elder, he was -- it

was sonet hing that he made a big deal of in the
house, you know, all proud of it and everything.
So when they took it, it was sonething that he made
a point tolet us girls know that, you know, he
wasn't happy, he wasn't -- he worked for a | ong
time to becone an Elder, and that just didn't --
that little bit of tal king out of nmy nouth, that he
lost that. So the guilt that he tried to put, it's
just sonething that sticks out.

Q Do you renenber any circuit overseers
visiting the Hardi n Congregati on?

Hold on. Let ne back up.

A Sone of them --
Q Do you know what a circuit overseer is?
A. Yeah.
Q And what's a circuit overseer?
A. They cone in and do special talks,
special -- whatever, nore sonetinmes to -- dependi ng

on what's going on in the congregation, to address

35
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telling what's going on. And -- yeah.

Q Are your nenories of those events a little
weak?

A My nmenory is a little weak. I was hit in

2017 and have a nice gash in ny head, so ny nenory
IS not awesomne.
The reason | renmenber when | was four

li ke | said, is because Gunnar was very upset about
it, and that was sonet hi ng he nade sure that he
told us -- told nme about specifically. Like I
said, ny cat in ny -- in the house, and ny turtle,
and threatening ny nomand ny sisters. That was --
it sticks out in ny head.

Q You say you were hit in the head in 20177
VWhat happened?

A I had -- there was a 15-year-old girl
stole her dad's truck and hit ne. | was driving a

Jeep. And | hit Tiny's.

Q Ch, it was a car accident?

A. Yeah.

Q And you hit your head?

A. Yeah.

Q Did you have a concussi on?

A. I got a seven-inch cut on ny head an inch

and a half deep with staples in it.

50
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