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MATTHEW 22:31-23:22 Two great commandments. Woes begin 1080 
are as angels in heaven. 31 As re
gards the resurrection of the· dead, 
did YOU not read what was spoken 
to YOU by God, saying, 32 'I am 
the God of Abraham and the God 
of Isaac and the God of Jacob'? He 
is the God, not of the dead, but of 
the living." 33 On hearing [that], 
the crowds were astounded at his 
teaching. 

34 After the Pharisees heard that 
he had put the Sadducees to si
lence, they came together in one 
group. 35 And one of them, versed 
in the Law, asked, testing him: 
36 "Teacher, which is the ·great
est commandment in the Law?" 
37 He said to him:" 'You must love 
Jehovah your God with your whole 
heart and with your whole soul and 
with your whole mind.' 38 This 
is the greatest and first command
ment. 39 The second, like it, is 
this, 'You must love your neighbor 
as yourself.' 40 On these two com
mandments the whole Law hangs, 
and the Prophets." 

41 Now while the Pharisees were 
gathered together Jesus asked them: 
42 "What do YOU think about the 
Christ? Whose son is he?" They said 
to him: "David's." 43 He said to 
them: "How, then, is it that David 
by inspiration calls him 'Lord,' say
ing, 44 'Jehovah said to my Lord: 
"Sit at my right hand until I put 
your enemies beneath your feet" '? 
45 If, therefore, David calls him 
'Lord,' how is he his son?" 46 And 
nobody was able to say a word in 
reply to him, nor did anyone dare 
from that day on to question him 
any further. 

23 Then Jesus spoke to the 
crowds and to his disciples, 

saying: 2 "The scribes and the 
Pharisees have seated themselves 
in the seat of Moses. 3 Therefore 
all the things they tell YOU, do and 
observe, but do not do according to 
their deeds, for they say but do not 
perform. 4 They bind up heavy 
loads and put them upon the shoul
ders of men, but they th ems elves 
are not willing to budge them with 
their finger. 5 All the works they 

do they do to be viewed by men; 
for they broaden the [scripture
containing] cases that they wear as 
safeguards, and enlarge the fringes 
[of their garments]. 6 They like 
the most prominent place at eve
ning meals and the front seats in 
the synagogues, 7 and the greet
ings in the marketplaces and to 
be called Rabbi by men. 8 But 
YOU, do not YOU be called Rabbi, 
for one is . YOUR teacher, whereas 
all YOU are brothers. 9 Moreover, 
do not call anyone YOUR father 
on earth, for one is YOUR Father, 
the heavenly One. 10 Neither be 
called 'leaders,' for YOUR Leader is 
one, the Christ. 11 But the great
est one among YOU must be YOUR 
minister. 12 Whoever exalts him
self will be humbled, and whoever 
humbles himself will be exalted. 

13 "Woe to YOU, scribes and Phar
isees, hypocrites! because You shut 
up the kingdom of the heavens be
fore men; for YOU yourselves do not 
go in, neither do YOU permit those 
on their way in to go in. 14 --

15 "Woe to YOU, scribes and Phar
isees, hypocrites! because You tra
verse sea and dry land to make 
one proselyte, and when he be
comes one YOU make him a subject 
for Ge· hen'na twice as much so as 
yourselves. 

16 "Woe to YOU, blind guides, 
who say, 'If anyone swears by the 
temple, it is nothing; but if anyone 
swears by the gold of the temple, 
he is under obligation.' 17 Fools 
and blind ones! Which, in fact, is 
greater, the gold or the temple that 
has sanctified the gold? 18 Also, 
'If anyone swears by the altar, it 
is nothing; but if anyone swears 
by the gift on it, he is under ob
ligation.' 19 Blind ones! Which, in 
fact, is greater, the gift or the altar 
that sanctifies the gift? 20 There
fore he that swears by the altar is 
swearing by it and by all the things 
on it; 21 and he that swears by 
the temple is swearing by it and by 
him that is inhabiting it; 22 and 
he that swears by heaven is swear
ing by the throne of God and by 
him that is sitting on it. 
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ACTS 20:17-21:5 Taught house to house. Clean of men's blood 1208 
might not spend any time in the twisted things to draw away the 
[district of] Asia; for he was has- disciples after themselves. 
tening to get t? Jerusalem on th_e 31 "Therefore keep awake, and 
day of ~he [festival of] Pentecost 1f bear in mind that for three years, 
he possibly could. night and day, I did not quit admon-

17 However, from Mi·le'tus he ishing each one withtears. 32 And 
sent to Eph'e·sus and called for now I commit YOU to God and to 
the older men of the congregation. the word of his undeserved kind-
18 When they got to him he said ness, which [word] can build YOU up 
to them: "You well know how from and give You the inheritance among 
the first day that I stepped into the all the sanctified ones. 33 I have 
[district of] Asia I was with you coveted no man's silver or gold or 
the whole time, 19 slaving for the apparel. 34 You yourselves know 
Lord with the greatest lowliness of that these hands have attended to 
mind and tears and trials that be- the needs of me and of those with 
fell me by the plots of the Jews; me. 35 I have exhibited to YOU in 
20 _while I did not hold b~ck from all things that by thus laboring YOU 
tellmg You any of the thmgs that must assist those who are weak 
were profitable nor from teaching and must bear in mind the word~ 
YOU publicly and from house to of the Lord Jesus, when he himself 
h<?use. 21 But I thoroughly bore said, 'There is more happiness in 
witness both to Jews and to Greeks giving than there is in receiving.'" 
a~out . repentance toward God and 36 And when he had said these 
faith m 9ur Lor~ Jesus .. ~2 And things, he kneeled down with all 
~ow, lo?k. bound m the spmt, I am of them and prayed. 37 Indeed, 
Journeym~ to Jerusa_lem, althou~h quite a bit of weeping broke out 
not knowmg _tht; thmgs that will among them all, and they fell upon 
happe~ to me ~n it, 23 except_ that Paul's neck and tenderly kissed him, 
from city to city ~he holy spmt r~- 38 because they were especially 
peatedly bears w1tnes~ to ~e as It pained at the word he had spoken 
saY:s. that bonds and tribulations are that they were going to behold his 
waitmg for me. 24 Nevertheless, I 
do not make my soul of any account face no m?re. So they proceeded to 
as dear to me, if only I may finish conduct him to the boat. 
my course and the ministry that I 21 Now when we had torn our
received of the Lord Jesus, to bear selves away from them and 
thorough witness to the good news put out to sea, we ran with a straight 
of the undeserved kindness of God. course and came to Cos, but on 

25 "And now, look! I know that the next [day] to Rhodes, and from 
all of You among whom I went there to Pat'a·ra. 2 And when we 
preaching the kingdom will see my had found a boat that was cross
face no more. 26 Hence I call You ing to Phoe·ni'cia, we went aboard 
to witness this very day that I am and sailed away. 3 After coming in 
clean from the blood of all men, sight of the island of Cy'prus we left 
27 for I have not held back from it behind on the left side and sailed 
telling You all the counsel of God. on to Syria, and landed at Tyre, for 
28 Pay attention to yourselves and there the boat was to unload [its] 
to all the flock, among which the cargo. 4 By a search we found the 
holy spirit has appointed YOU over- disciples and remained here seven 
seers, to shepherd the congregation days. But through the spirit they 
of God, which he purchased with the repeatedly told Paul not to set foot 
blood of his own [Son]. 29 I know in Jerusalem. 5 So when we had 
that after my going away oppressive completed the days, we went forth 
wolves will enter in among You and and started on our way; but they 
will not treat the flock with ten- all, together with the women and 
derness, 30 and from among You children, conducted us as far as out
yourselves men will rise and speak side the city: And kneeling down 
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ROMANS 14:1-15:6 Do not judge others as to food, drink 1232 
Jesus Christ, and do not be planning ers something to be defiled, to him 
ahead for the desires of the flesh. it is defiled. 15 For if because of 

14 Welcome the [man] having food your brother is bein~ gr!eved, 
weaknesses in [his] faith, but you ar~ no longer walkmg m ac

not to make decisions on in- cord with love. Do not by your food 
ward questionings. 2 One [man] ruin that one for whom Christ died. 
has faith to eat everything, but the 16 Do not, therefore, let the_ g~d 
[man] who is weak eats vegetables. you people do be spoken of 'Y1th m-
3 Let the one eating not look down Jury to YOU. 17 For the ~mgdom 
on the one not eating, and let the of. G~d does not mea~ eatmg and 
one not eating not judge the one drmkmg, but [~eans) righteous~e~s 
eating, for God has welcomed that and peace and J_oy ~1th holy spmt. 
one. 4 Who are you to judge the 18 For _he ~ho m this regard slaves 
house servant of another? To his for Christ 1s acceptable to God and 
own master he stands or falls. In- has approval with men. 
deed, he will be made to stand, for 19 So, then, let us pursue the 
Jehovah can make him stand. things making for peace and the 

5 One [man] judges one day as things that are upbui~ding to one 
above another; another [man] judges another. 20 S_top tearmg down the 
one day as all others; let each [man] work of God Just !or the sake· of 
be fully convinced in his own mind. food. True, all thmgs are clean, 
6 He who observes the day ob- but it. is· injurio~s to the ~an 
serves it to Jehovah. Also, he who who with an occasion for stumbling 
eats, eats to Jehovah for he gives eats. 21 It is well not to eat flesh 
thanks to God; and he' who does not or to drink wine or do anything 
eat does not eat to Jehovah and over which your brother stumbles. 
yet gives thanks to God. 7 'None 22 The faith that you have, have 
o~ us, in fact, lives with regard to i~ in accord with )'.Ourself in the 
himself only, and no one dies with sight of God. Happy 1s the man that 
regard to himself only; 8 for both does not put himself on judgment 
if we live, we live to Jehovah, and by what he approves. 23 But if he 
if we die, we die to Jehovah. There- has doubts.he is already condemned 
fore both if we live and if we die, if he eats, because [he does] not 
we belong. to Jehovah. 9 For to [eat] out of faith. Indeed, every
this end Christ died and came to thing that is not out of faith is sin. 
life again, that he might be Lord 15 We, though who are strong 
over both . the dead and the living. ought to be~r the weakness-

10 But why do you judge your es of those not strong, and not to 
brother? Or why do you also look be pleasing ourselves. 2 Let each 
down on your brother? For we shall of us please [his] neighbor in what 
all stand before the judgment seat is· good for [his] up building. 3 For 
of God; 11 for it is written: " 'As even the Christ did not please him
I live,' says Jehovah, 'to me every self; but just as it is written: "The 
knee will bend down, and every reproaches of those who were re
tongue will make open acknowledg- proaching you have fallen upon me." 
ment to _God.'" 12 So, then, each 4 For all the things that were writ
of us will render an account for ten aforetime were written for our 
himself to God. instruction, that through our endur-

13 Therefore let us not be judg- ance and through the comfort from 
ing one another any longer, but the Scriptures we might have hope. 
rather make this YOUR decision, not 5 Now may the God who supplies 
to put before . a brother a stum- endurance and comfort grant YOU 
bling block or a cause for tripping. to have among yourselves the same 
14 I know and am persuaded in the mental attitude that Christ Jesus 
Lord Jesus that nothing is defiled had, 6 that with one accord YOU 
in itself; only where a man consid- may with one mouth glorify the 
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1249 Be awake 1 CORINTHIANS 16:1-2 CORINTHIANS 1:4 

16 Now concerning the collection 
that is for the holy ones, just 

as I gave orders to the congrega
tions of Ga• la'ti • a, do that way also 
yourselves. 2 Every first day of 
the week let each of you at his own 
house set something aside in store 
as he may be prospering, so that 
when I arrive collections will not 
take place then. 3 But when I get 
there, whatever men YOU approve 
of by letters, these I shall send to 
carry YOUR kind gift to Jerusalem. 
4 However, if it is fitting for me 
to go there also, they will go there 
with me. 

6 But I shall come to YOU when 
I have gone through Mac·e•do'ni•a, 
for I am going through Mac•e·do'
ni·a; 6 and perhaps I shall stay 
or even pass the winter with YOU, 
that You may conduct me partway 
to where I may be going. 7 For I 
do not want to see YOU just now on 
[my] passing through, for I hope to 
remain some time with YOU, if Jeho
vah permits. 8 But I am remaining 
in Eph'e·sus until the [festival of] 
Pentecost; 9 for a large door that 
leads to activity has been opened to 
me, but there are many opposers. 

10 However, if Timothy arrives, 
see that he becomes free of fear 
among YOU, for he is performing 
the work of Jehovah, even as I am. 
11 Let no one, therefore, look down 
upon him. Conduct him partway in 
peace, that he may get here to me, 
for I am waiting for him with the 
brothers. 

12 Now concerning A•pol'los our 
brother, I entreated him very much 
to come to You with the brothers, 
and yet it was not his will at all to 
come now; but he will come when 
he has the opportunity. 

13 Stay awake, stand firm in the 
faith, carry on as men, grow mighty. 
14 Let all YOUR affairs take place 
with love. 

16 Now I exhort YOU, broth
ers: YOU know that the household 
of Steph'a·nas is the firstfruits of 
A· cha'ia and that they set them
selves to minister to the holy ones. 
16 May You also keep submitting 
yourselves to persons of that kind 
and to everyone cooperating and la
boring. 17 But I rejoice over the 
presence of Steph'a•nas and For
tu•na'tus and A·cha'i·cus, because 
they have made up for YOUR not 
being here. 18 For they have re
freshed my spirit and YOURS. There
fore recognize men of that sort. 

19 The congregations of Asia 
send YOU their greetings. Aq'ui • la 
and Pris'ca togetber with the con
gregation that is in their house greet 
YOU heartily in [the] Lord. 20 All 
the brothers greet YOU. Greet one 
another with a holy kiss. 

21 [Here is] my greeting, Paul's, 
in my own hand. 

22 If anyone has no affection for 
the Lord, let him be accursed. 0 
our Lord, come! 23 May the unde
served kindness of the Lord Jesus 
be with YOU. 24 May my love be 
with all of YOU in union with Christ 
Jesus. 

THE SECOND TO THE 

CORINTHIANS 
1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus 

through God's will, and Timothy 
[our] brother to the congregation 
of God that is in Corinth, together 
with all the holy ones who are in 
all of A· cha'ia: 

2 May YOU have undeserved kind-

ness and peace from God our Father 
and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. 

3 Blessed be the God and Fa
ther of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of tender mercies and the 
God of all comfort, 4 who com
forts us in all our tribulation, that 
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2 CORINTHIANS 1:5-2:4 
we may be able to comfort those 
in any sort of tribulation through 
the comfort with which we our
selves are being comforted by God. 
5 For just as the sufferings for the 
Christ abound in us, so the com
fort we get also abounds through 
the Christ. 6 Now whether we are 
in tribulation, it is for YOUR com
fort and salvation; or whether we 
are being comforted, it is for YOUR 
comfort that operates to make YOU 
endure the same sufferings that we 
also suffer. 7 And so our hope for 
YOU is unwavering, knowing as we 
do that, just as YOU are sharers of 
the sufferings, in the same way YOU 
will also share the comfort. 

8 For we do not wish YOU to be 
ignorant, brothers, about the trib
ulation that happened to us in the 
[ district of] Asia, that we were un
der extreme pressure beyond our 
strength, so that we were very un
certain even of our lives. 9 In fact, 
we felt within ourselves that we had 
received the sentence of death. This 
was that we might have our trust, 
not in ourselves, but in the God who 
raises up the dead. 10 From such 
a great thing as death he did rescue 
us and will rescue us; and our hope 
is in him that he will also rescue 
us further. 11 You also can help 
along by YOUR supplication for us, 
in order that thanks may be given 
by many in our behalf for what 
is kindly given to us due to many 
[prayerful] faces. 

12 For the thing we boast of is 
this, to which our conscience bears 
witness, that with holiness and god
ly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom 
but with God's undeserved kind
ness, we have conducted ourselves 
in the world, but more especially 
toward YOU. 13 For we are really 
not writing YOU things except those 
which YOU well know or also rec
ognize; and which I hope You will 
continue to recognize to the end, 
14 just as YOU have also recognized, 
to an extent, that we are a cause 
for YOU to boast, just as YOU will 
also be for us in the day of our 
Lord Jesus. 

Comfort. Anointed. Spirit seal 1250 
15 So, with this confidence; I 

was intending before to come to 
YOU, that YOU might have a second 
[occasion for] joy, 16 and after a 
stopover with YOU to go to Mac
e· do'ni · a, and to come back from 
Mac· e • do'ni • a to YOU and be con
ducted partway by YOU to Ju•de'a. 
17 Well, when I had such an in
tention, I did not indulge in any 
lightness, did I? Or what things I 
purpose, do I purpose [them] ac
cording to the flesh, that with me 
there should be "Yes, Yes" and "No, 
No"? 18 But God can be relied 
upon that our speech addressed to 
YOU is not Yes and yet No. 19 For 
the Son of God, Christ Jesus, who 
was preached among YOU through 
us, that is, through me and Sil· va' -
nus and Timothy, did not become 
Yes and yet No, but Yes has become 
Yes in his case. 20 For no matter 
how many the promises of God are, 
they have become Yes by means 
of him. Therefore also through him 
is the "Amen" [said] to God for 
glory through us. 21 But he who 
guarantees that You and we belong 
to Christ and he who has anointed 
us is God. 22 He has also put his 
seal upon us and has given us the 
token of what is to come, that is, 
the spirit, in our hearts. 

23 Now I call upon God as a wit
ness against my own soul that it is 
to spare YOU that I have not yet 
come to Corinth. 24 Not that we 
are the masters over YOUR faith, 
but we are fellow workers for YOUR 
joy, for it is by [YOUR] faith that 
YOU are standing. 

2 For this is what I have decid
ed for myself, not to come to 

YOU again in sadness. 2 For if I 
make YOU sad, who indeed is there 
to cheer me except the one that 
is made sad by me? 3 And so I 
wrote this very thing, that, when I 
come, I may not get sad because of 
those over whom I ought to rejoice; 
because I have confidence in all of 
YOU that the joy I have is that of all 
of YOU. 4 For out of much tribu
lation and anguish of heart I wrote 
YOU with many tears, not that YOU 
might be saddened, but that YOU 
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GALATIANS 5:16-6:18 Fruits of spirit. Sowing. Israel of God 1264 
YOU keep on biting and devouring 
one. another, look out that YOU do 
not get annihilated by one another. 

16 But I say, Keep walking by 
spirit and YOU will carry out no 
fleshly desire at all. 17 For · the 
flesh is against the spirit in its de
sire, and the spirit against the flesh; 
for these are opposed to each other, 
so that the very things that YOU 
would like to do YOU do not do. 
18 Furthermore, if YOU are being 
led by spirit, YOU are not under law. 

19 Now the works of the flesh 
are manifest, and they are forni
cation, uncleanness, loose conduct, 
20 idolatry, practice of spiritism, 
enmities, strife, jealousy, fits of an
ger, contentions, divisions, sects, 
21 envies, drunken bouts, revelries, 
and things like these. As to these 
things I am forewarning YOU, the 
same way as I did forewarn YOU, 
that those who practice such things 
will not inherit God's kingdom. 

22 On the other hand, the fruitage 
of the spirit is love, joy, peace, long
suffering, kindness, goodness, faith, 
23 mildness, self-control. Against 
such things there is no law. 
24 Moreover, those who belong to 
Christ Jesus impaled the flesh to
gether with its passions and desires. 

25 If we are living by spirit, let 
us go on walking orderly also by 
spirit. 26 Let us not become ego
tistical, stirring up competition with 
one another, envying one another. 

6 Brothers, even though a man 
takes some false step before he 

is aware of it, YOU who have spiritu
al qualifications try to readjust such 
a man in a spirit of mildness, as 
you each keep an eye on yourself, 
for fear you also may be tempt
ed. 2 Go on carrying the burdens 
of one another, and thus fulfill the 
law of the Christ. 3 For if anyone 
thinks he is something when he is 
nothing, he is deceiving his own 
mind. 4 But let each one prove 
what his own work is, and then 
he will have cause for exultation in 
regard to himself alone, and not in 
comparison with the other person. 

5 For each one will carry his own 
load. 

6 Moreover, let anyone who is 
being orally taught the word share 
in all good things with the one who 
gives such oral teaching. 

7 Do not be misled: God is not 
one to be mocked. For whatever 
a man is sowing, this he will also 
reap; 8 because he who is sowing 
with a view to his flesh will reap 
corruption from his flesh, but he 
who is sowing with a view to the 
spirit will reap everlasting life from 
the spirit. 9 So let us not give up 
in doing what is fine, for in due 
season we shall reap if we do not 
tire out. 10 Really, then, as long 
as we have time favorable for it, let 
us work what is good toward all, 
but especially toward those related 
to [us] in the faith. 

11 SEE with what large letters 
I have written YOU with my own 
hand. 

12 All those who want to make 
a pleasing appearance in the flesh 
are the ones that try to compel 
YOU to get circumcised, only that 
they may not be persecuted for the 
torture stake of the Christ, Jesus. 
13 For not even do those who are 
getting circumcised keep the Law 
themselves, but they want YOU to 
be circumcised that they may have 
cause for boasting in YOUR flesh. 
14 Never may it occur that I should 
boast, except in the torture stake 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
whom the world has been impaled 
to me and I to the world. 15 For 
neither is circumcision anything nor 
is uncircumcision, but a new cre
ation [is something]. 16 And all 
those who will walk orderly by this 
rule of conduct, upon them be peace 
and mercy, even upon the Israel of 
God. 

17 Henceforth let no one be mak
ing trouble for me, for I am carrying 
on my body the brand marks [ of a 
slave] of Jesus; 

18 The undeserved kindness of 
our Lord Jesus Christ [be] with the 
spirit YOU [show], brothers. Amen. 
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1285 Things beneficial. God Savior. Widows 1 TIMOTHY 4:1-5:14 

4 However, the inspired utterance 
says definitely that in later pe

riods of time some will fall away 
from the faith, paying attention to 
misleading inspired utterances and 
teachings of demons, 2 by the hy
pocrisy of men who speak lies, 
marked in their conscience as with 
a branding iron; 3 forbidding to 
marry, commanding to abstain from 
foods which God created to be par
taken of with thanksgiving by those 
who have faith and accurately know 
the truth. 4 The reason for this is 
that every creation of God is fine, 
and nothing is to be rejected if it is 
received with thanksgiving, 5 for 
it is sanctified through God's word 
and prayer over [it]. 

6 By giving these advices to the 
brothers you will be a fine minis
ter of Christ Jesus, one nourished 
with the words of the faith and of 
the fine teaching which you have 
followed closely. 7 But turn down 
the false stories which violate what 
is holy and which old women tell. 
On the other hand, be training your
self with godly devotion as your 
aim. 8 For bodily training is bene:
ficial for a little; but godly devotion 
is beneficial for all things, as it 
holds promise of the life now and 
that which is to come. 9 Faithful 
and deserving of full acceptance is 
that statement. 10 For to this end 
we are working hard and exerting 
ourselves, because we have rested 
our hope on a living God, who is a 
Savior of all sorts of men, especially 
of faithful ones. 

11 Keep on giving these com
mands and teaching them. 12 Let 
no man ever look down on your 
youth. On the contrary, become 
an example to the faithful ones in 
speaking, in conduct, in love, in 
faith, in chasteness .. 13 While I am 
coming, continue applying yourself 
to public reading, to exhortation, to 
teaching. 14 Do not be neglecting 
the gift in you that was given you 
through a prediction and when the 
body of older men laid their hands 
upon you. 15 Ponder over these 
things; be absorbed in them, that 
your advancement may be manifest 

to all [persons]. 16 Pay constant 
attention to yourself and to your 
teaching. Stay by these things, for 
by doing this you will save both 
yourself and those who listen to 
you. 

5 Do not severely criticize an old
er man. To the contrary, entreat 

him as a father, younger men as 
brothers, 2 older women as moth
ers, younger women as sisters with 
all chasteness. 

3 Honor widows that are actually 
widows. 4 But if any widow has 
children or grandchildren, let these 
learn first to practice godly devotion 
in their own household and to keep 
paying a due compensation to their 
parents and grandparents, for this is 
acceptable in God's sight. 5 Now 
the woman who is· actually a widow 
and left destitute has put her hope 
in God and persists in supplications 
and prayers night and day. 6 But 
the one that goes in for sensual 
gratification is dead though she is 
living. 7 So keep on giving these 
commands, that they may be irrep
rehensible. 8 Certainly if anyone 
does not provide for those who are 
his own, and especially for those 
who are members of his household, 
he has disowned the faith and is 
worse than a person without faith. 

9 Let a widow be put on the list 
who has become not less than sixty 
years old, a wife of one husband, 
10 having a witness borne to her 
for fine works, if she reared chil
dren, if she entertained strangers, if 
she washed the feet of holy ones, if 
she relieved those in tribulation, if 
she diligently followed every good 
work. 

11 On the other hand, turn down 
younger widows, for when their 
sexual impulses have come between 
them and the Christ, they want to 
marry, 12 having a judgment be
cause they have disregarded their 
first [expression of] faith. 13 At 
the same time they also learn to 
be unoccupied, gadding about to the 
houses; yes, not only unoccupied, 
but also gossipers and meddlers 
in other people's affairs, talking of 
things they ought not. 14 There-
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reproached for the name of Christ, 
YOU are happy, because the [spirit] 
of glory, even the spirit of God, is 
resting upon YOU. 

16 However, let none of YOU suf
fer as a murderer or a thief or an 
evildoer or as a busybody in oth
er people's matters. 16 But if [he 
suffers] as a Christian, let him not 
feel shame, but let him keep on glo
rifying God in this name. 17 For 
it is the appointed time for the 
judgment to start with the house of 
God. Now if it starts first with us, 
what will the end be of those who 
are not obedient to the good news 
of God? 18 "And if the righteous 
[man] is being saved with difficul
ty, where will the ungodly [man] 
and the sinner make a showing?" 
19 So, then, also let those who are 
suffering in harmony with the will 
of God keep on commending their 
souls to a faithful Creator while 
they are doing good. 

5 Therefore, to the older men 
among YOU I give this exhorta

tion, for I too am an older man with 
[them] and a witness of the suffer
ings of the Christ, a sharer even 
of the glory that is to be revealed: 
2 Shepherd the flock of God in 
YOUR care, not under compulsion. 
but willingly; neither for love of 
dishonest gain, but eagerly; 3 nei
ther as lording it over those who 
are God's inheritance, but becom
ing examples to the flock. 4 And 
when the chief shepherd has been 
made manifest, YOU will receive the 
unfadable crown of glory. 

Under God's mighty hand 1312 
5 In like manner, YOU younger 

men, be ir1 subjection to the older 
men. But all of YOU gird yourselves 
with lowliness of mind toward one 
another, because God opposes the 
haughty ones, but he gives unde
served kindness to the humble ones. 

6 Humble yourselves, therefore, 
under the mighty hand of God, 
that he may exalt YOU in due time; 
7 while YOU throw all YOUR anxiety 
upon him, because he cares for YOU. 
8 Keep YOUR senses, be watchful. 
YouR adversary, the Devil, walks 
about like a roaring lion, seeking 
to devour [someone]. 9 But take 
YOUR stand against him, solid in the 
faith, knowing that the same things 
in the way of sufferings are being 
accomplished in the entire associa
tion of YOUR brothers in the world. 
10 But, after YOU have suffered a 
little while, the God of all unde
served kindness, who called YOU 
to his everlasting glory in union 
with Christ, will himself finish YOUR 
training, he will make YOU firm, he 
will make YOU strong. 11 To him 
be the might forever. Amen. 

12 Through Sil·va'nus, a faithful 
brother, as I account him, I have 
written YOU in few [words], to give 
encouragement and an earnest wit
ness that this is the true undeserved 
kindness of God; in which stand 
firm. 13 She who is in Babylon, a 
ch0sen one like [You], sends YOU 
her greetings, and so does Mark my 
son. 14 Greet one another with a 
kiss of love. 

May all of YOU who are in union 
with Christ have peace. 

THE SECOND OF 

PETER 
1 Simon Peter, a slave and apos

tle of Jesus Christ, to those 
who have obtained a faith, held in 
equal privilege with ours, by the 
righteousness of our God and [the] 
Savior Jesus Christ: 

2 May undeserved kindness and 

peace be incres.sed to YOU by an 
accurate knowledge of God and of 
Jesus our Lord, 3 forasmuch as 
his divine power has given us free
ly all the things that concern life 
and godly devotion, through the ac
curate knowledge of the one who 
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