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T H E  PURPOSE OF *TH E W A T C H T O W E R ”
E very w atch tow er has its purpose. It serves as an elevated place for a 

w ide-aw ake person w ith  sharp vision. It enables him to see far ahead into  
the distance and tell those below  for w hom  he is a w atchm an w h a t is 
draw ing near, w hether it is a danger against w hich  to prepare or it is 
som ething good over w hich  to be glad w ith  strong faith and hope.

Because o f  having the name "The W atch tow er״ this magazine justly  
has to render a sim ilar useful service to the people o f  all nations. T his is 
an international magazine and makes no racial distinctions, for w e  are all 
facing a com m on w orld  danger; w e  are all hoping for a com m on good.

Ever since **The W atch tow er” began to be published in J u ly  o f  1 8 7 9  it 
has looked ahead into the future, alw ays striving to aid its readers to ad- 
vance in knowledge and to gain a clearer picture o f  the glorious n ew  order 
o f  things that is in store for righteous mankind. N o , **The W a tch  tow er” 
is no inspired prophet, but it follow s and explains a Book o f  prophecy the 
predictions in w hich  have proved to be unerring and unfailing till now . 
"The W a tch to w er” is therefore under safe guidance. It m ay be read w ith  
confidence, for its statem ents m ay be checked against that prophetic Book.

A m ong the m any nations o f  today there are hundreds o f  differing 
religions. W h ich  one does this magazine present? N o t  the confused religions 
o f  Christendom , but the religion o f  the oldest sacred Book on earth. W hich  
Book? T he Sacred Bible o f  the H o ly  Scriptures, w ritten  by inspiration in 
the name o f  the C reator o f  heaven and earth, the on ly  living and true God.

T he sacred, nonpolitical purpose o f  **The W atch tow er” is accordingly  
to encourage and prom ote study o f  the H o ly  Bible and to give our m any  
readers the needed unsectarian help to understand that Book o f  true 
religion and infallible prophecy. Thus this magazine w ill be helping them  
to  prove w o rth y  o f  perfect life and happiness in G od’s promised n ew  order 
under H is everlasting kingdom o f  righteousness.
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- y ^ n n o x t r i c i r i a

J E H O V A H ’ S
K I N G D O M

April 1, 1971 Number 7

ŴiM QJou Φ 6  φ /iGsent
— FRIDAY EVENING, APRIL 9?

Jehovah? If so, we 
earnestly invite you 
to attend. It will en- 
hance your under- 
standing and appre- 
c i a t i o n  o f  G o d ’s 
Word and purposes. 
More than that, you 

will see just how Jesus Christ directed 
that the Lord’s evening meal be celebrated, 
and this will aid you to grasp the meaning 
of it all.

Or have you recently begun to share in 
preaching the good news of God’s king- 
dom? Then you will certainly want to be 
present with all others who have been 
preaching this good news in your locality 
for many years. It will strengthen your 
faith to continue as a proclaimer of the 
good news.

Do you happen to have one or more 
members of your family who are witnesses 
of Jehovah, while you yourself are not? 
Why not join them as they attend the 
Lord’s evening meal at the local Kingdom 
Hall? It will make them happy to have 
your company and you are sure to reap a 
spiritual blessing.

Of course, all Christian witnesses of Je- 
hovah, whether they have a heavenly hope 
or an earthly one, will be present; they 
would not think of missing out on such 
an occasion. And not only will they be 
there themselves, but before then each 
one will be busy inviting others to attend.

 -ORESENT where? At the local King״׳/
 -X dom Hall of Jehovah’s Christian wit יי
nesses, after 6 p.m., Standard Time.

For what purpose? To celebrate the 
Lord’s evening meal or “Lord’s Supper.” 
This was commanded by our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God, on the last evening 
before his death.

Last year more than 3,225,000 persons 
attended this celebration that was held in 
upward of 26,000 congregations through- 
out the world. Will you be among those 
in attendance this year?

Has your interest in religious subjects 
been limited to your perusing this maga- 
zine or other publications of Jehovah’s 
witnesses? Why not widen out by attend- 
ing the celebration of the Lord’s evening 
meal at the local Kingdom Hall of Jeho- 
vah’s Witnesses? You will doubtless be 
impressed with the sincerity of the presen- 
tation as well as the simplicity and the 
reasonableness of what is said on that 
occasion. But that is something that you 
can prove to yourself only if you attend.

Are you one of those who are studying 
the Bible with the help of a witness of

195
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B r o o k l y n , N .Y .

and His righteous requirements. Rightly 
he referred to himself as “Teacher.” 
—Matt. 23:8; 22:36-39.

And thirdly, Jesus Christ set the pat- 
tern, giving us a model to follow. He did 
not seek to please himself. He did nothing 
of his own originality; he put God’s will 
ahead of his own. As we read: “To that 
you were called, because Christ suffered 
on your behalf, and thereby left you an 
example; it is for you to follow in his 
steps.”—1 Pet. 2:21, NEB; John 14:10.

All who attend the celebration of the 
Lord’s evening meal, with the right men- 
tal attitude, and who pay close attention 
to the truths there presented will surely 
benefit greatly. Their gratitude to Jeho- 
vah God and Jesus Christ will grow; they 
will gain a better understanding of God’s 
will for them and they will be strengthened 
in their determination to do what is pleas- 
ing in God’s sight. They will also discern 
better than ever before how Christians 
can truly be at unity.

The celebration of the Lord’s evening 
meal will open with words of welcome and 
the singing of a sacred song by the congre- 
gation, followed by prayer. Then you will 
hear an upbuilding Biblical talk about the 
meaning, purpose and benefits to be de- 
rived from this celebration. This will be 
followed by blessings asked upon the bread 
and the wine, and the serving of first the 
unleavened bread and then the red wine. 
Comparatively few will partake, for last 
year, of the more than three million at- 
tending, only some 10,500 partook. After 
further appropriate remarks the meeting 
will close with sacred song and prayer.

There will be no collection taken nor will 
anyone be pressed to contribute or to join 
something. All who are conscious of their 
spiritual need will truly want to be on 
hand for this occasion, April 9, 1971. Will 
you be present? We warmly encourage you 
to do so.

196

Among such ones will be those with whom 
they are conducting Bible studies, or upon 
whom they make return visits from time 
to time, as well as those they know to be 
subscribers for this magazine.

The Bible, at 1 Corinthians 11:23-25, 
tells just how Jesus Christ instituted this 
memorial of his death. It says: “The Lord 
Jesus, on the night of his arrest, took 
bread and, after giving thanks to God, 
broke it and said: ,This is my body, which 
is for you; do this as a memorial of me.’ 
In the same way, he took the cup after 
supper, and said: ,This cup is the new 
covenant sealed by my blood. Whenever 
you drink it, do this as a memorial of 
me.’ ”—New English Bible.

What benefits can you expect to derive 
from attending the Lord’s evening meal? 
Since Jesus commanded its observance 
—“Do this as a memorial of me”—there 
is certain to be a blessing for obedience to 
his command. This occasion builds up one’s 
appreciation of what Jehovah God did in 
giving his only-begotten Son so that all 
who believe on him may not perish but 
gain everlasting life.—John 3:16.

In particular does the Lord’s evening 
meal remind us of what Jesus Christ did 
for us. And what did he do in our behalf? 
First of all, as the Word of God he left 
heavenly glory, came to earth as a hu- 
man and gave his life as a ransom for the 
sins of the world. (Matt. 20:28; John 1: 
1, 29) Jesus not only said, “There is no 
greater love than this, that a man should 
lay down his life for his friends,” but ex- 
emplified this great love by doing that 
very thing. (John 15:13, NEB) So his 
death is of keen interest to all of us.

Secondly, as the Great Teacher he re- 
vealed God’s will to us. He taught his fol- 
lowers the truth, which truth sets them 
free from bondage to sin, to the fear of 
man, to false religion. He helped them to 
get better acquainted with Jehovah God

f&eW ATCHTOW ER,
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ernments .  Why  
not? Because even 
as fear edged men 
toward world gov- 
e r n m e n t ,  f e a r  
makes them back 
off from giving up 
th e  p o w e r  t h a t  
would make such 
a government pos- 
sible. Each nation 
distrusts the oth- 
ers. Men fear that, 

no matter who forms the world govern- 
ment, sooner or later those ruling wifi let 
selfish interests control them.

As the Encyclopedia article on “World 
Government,” quoted earlier, says: “Some 
of the questions that must be solved in- 
elude the problem of finding leaders for 
a world government, the problem of keep- 
ing it from becoming tyrannical, and the 
problem of avoiding civil wars, often 
bloodier than international ones.”

Who, for example, would you trust to 
head a world government? What national 
leaders are doing such a superb job today 
in their own lands—proving themselves 
free from favoritism and selfishness, de- 
voted to justice and righteousness, and 
possessed of wisdom and ability to solve 
problems—that they would qualify for 
such a responsibility?

THE SOURCE OF WORLD GOVERNMENT
World government is a certainty—but 

not by men or political governments. The 
Bible contains the promise of Jehovah God 
that it will come. He foresaw the need for 
world government long before men began 
to ‘dream’ about it. Now, thousands of 
years later, men are finally face to face 
with undeniable evidence that planet Earth 
and the human family on it desperately 
need some kind of effective, unified con-

W 1Y  s h o u ld  
you be inter- 

ested in a world 
government? Per- 
sons in increasing 
numbers are to- 
day. For what rea- 
son?

Fear is the main 
factor with many.
True, logic alone 
tells us that hav- 
ing scores of di- 
vided, and often uncooperative, political 
systems brings inefficiency, waste, dis- 
agreeable hindrances. So, some men “be- 
gan dreaming of a world government as 
early as the 1300’s,” according to The 
World Book Encyclopedia (1970 edition, 
Vol. 20, page 363). But it was the shock of 
World War I that made men think seri- 
ously of world government. The League 
of Nations formed at the war’s end was 
a step in that direction. But the League 
collapsed in World War Π. The horrors of 
that war, and the prospect of an all-out 
modernized war, moved governments to 
form the United Nations in 1945.

Since then men have been faced with 
new dangers. National boundaries and 
frontiers provide no protection against 
growing pollution of air, water and land. 
An economic crisis in one part of the 
world can now disrupt the interwoven 
fabric of many national economies, bring- 
ing poverty and hunger.

Would you welcome a world govern- 
ment that could solve these problems, 
bring lasting peace and genuine security? 
Is there any reason to hope for such a 
government?

WHY MEN HAVE NOT PRODUCED 
A WORLD GOVERNMENT

Neither the League of Nations nor 
the United Nations have been world gov-

197
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B r o o k l y n , N .Y .

those who loved truth to love him and be- 
come his disciples.—John 8:40, 44-47; 18: 
37.

Justice, impartiality and wisdom—how 
desirable in a ruler! Christ Jesus associat- 
ed with both the rich and the poor and 
refused to show favoritism to any. His 
message was the same to all.—Luke 5:29- 
32; 7:36; 14:1; 19:1-6.

Read what the Bible says about him and 
you will see that, while courageous, he 
was also compassionate, tender and con- 
siderate. (Matt. 9:36; 14:14; Mark 6:31- 
34; Luke 7:11-15; 9:10, 11) He was never 
overbearing nor arrogant.—Matt. 11:28- 
30.

Shortly now the rule of the promised 
world government in the hands of this 
Prince of Peace will be manifest in all the 
earth. As human anxiety now shows, it 
will be none too soon! Already ‘all author- 
ity in heaven and earth’ has been given 
to the resurrected and glorified Jesus 
Christ. (Matt. 28:18) His rule will be firm- 
ly established and sustained ‘by means of 
justice and righteousness,’ not for a few 
years but “to time indefinite,” even for- 
ever! The question is, Will we be the sub- 
jects, yes, ‘children’ of that “Eternal Fa- 
ther”?

Though a “Mighty God,” Christ Jesus 
will force no one to live under his world 
government. But neither will he allow per- 
sons to live on earth who do not really 
love righteousness, truth and justice, in 
brief, who do not love his Father, Jehovah 
God, nor love their fellowman. What is 
your choice? What are you willing to do 
to prove your desire to be his subject?

Today more than one and a half million 
of Jehovah’s witnesses publicly advocate 
world government in the hands of the 
Prince of Peace. Associate with them in 
their Kingdom Halls and learn how you, 
too, can have the hope of life under his 
world government.

198

trol and guidance. With world conditions 
what they are, is it reasonable to refuse 
to consider the Bible’s promise?

Over 2,700 years ago the prophecy of 
Isaiah foretold the coming of the one who 
would head that world government. “For 
there has been a child born to u s , . . .  a son 
given to us; and the princely rule will come 
to be upon his shoulder. And his name 
will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. To 
the abundance of the princely rule and 
to peace there will be no end, upon the 
throne of David and upon his kingdom 
in order to establish it firmly and to 
sustain it by means of justice and by 
means of righteousness, from now on and 
to time indefinite. The very zeal of Jeho- 
vah of armies will do this.” (Isa. 9:6, 7) 
That promised one is Christ Jesus, God’s 
own Son. His power to rule comes, not 
from any grant by national, political gov- 
emments, but from the Sovereign God 
himself.

QUALIFICATIONS OF THE 
“PRINCE OF PEACE”

Can you confidently put trust in a world 
government headed by Christ Jesus, even 
to the point of making that, and not any 
political government by men, your real 
and only hope for life in peace and securi- 
ty? You certainly cannot unless you learn 
about him, read the record of his life, his 
words and deeds, the effect his teachings 
had on others, the kind of persons it pro- 
duced among those becoming his disciples. 
Have you ever done this?

Would not honesty rate high on the list 
of principal qualities that you would look 
for in one heading a world government, 
for that matter, any government? Jesus’ 
record for speaking the unvarnished truth 
caused hypocritical religious leaders of his 
day to seek his death and political rulers 
to carry out their wish. But it caused

WATCHT OW E R.
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THOSE WHO CHOSE THE BEST PUCES
guests, and it has some good advice for 
us today.

Jesus said: ‘Someone may invite you to 
a big wedding feast. When you go, do not 
pick the most honored place to sit. For 

someone more impor- 
An article specially designed for tant than you may also 
parents to read with their children have been invited. Then

the one putting on the 
feast may come over to you and say, “Let 
this man have your place.” You will then 
feel shame as all the others present watch 
you go to the lowest place.׳

Jesus wanted to show those guests, who 
had been choosing the best places, the 
right thing to do. So he went on to say 
to them:

‘When you are invited to a wedding 
feast go and sit down at the lowest place. 
Then the one who has invited you may 
come and say, “Friend, we have a better 
place than this for you!” You will then 
have honor in front of all the others as 
you move up to the better place.’—Luke

14:1־11.

lOME persons always want the best 
1 things for themselves, and they will

take these things before anyone else can 
get them. Have you noticed this? I have.

For example, at a meal I have seen a 
big dish being passed.
It was filled with deli- 
cious pieces of cake. As 
the dish came around, 
each person carefully looked over the 
pieces to make sure that he took the big- 
gest one. Do you think it is right to do 
that?

There is something else that I have seen 
happen. A father and mother have taken 
their children with them to visit a friend. 
When they came into the friend’s house, 
the children hurried to get the most com- 
fortable chairs. Is this right? Should they 
take the best seats?

When the Great Teacher was on earth 
something like that happened. He was in- 
vited to a big meal at the house of an im- 
portant Pharisee. There were many guests 
invited. As the guests came in for the 
meal, Jesus noticed that they would 
choose the best places near the head 
of the table. They wanted places of 
honor. Would you like to hear 
what Jesus said to them?

He told them a story .  It  
contained good advice for those

199

CAEKAERT/MAPLEY 000362

Case 1:20-cv-00052-SPW   Document 341-29   Filed 04/11/24   Page 8 of 33



B r o o k l y n , N .Y .

close friends of Jesus. So they said to him: 
‘We want you to do us a favor.’

‘What do you want me to do for you?’ 
Jesus asked.

They said to him: ‘Let us sit down next 
to you in your kingdom, one of us at your 
right hand and the other at your left 
hand.’ These brothers wanted first places 
in the Kingdom. They wanted honored 
seats.

But how do you think the other ten 
apostles felt when they found out what 
James and John had asked? They were 
angry! And so Jesus had to give them all 
some good advice.

Jesus told them that the rulers of the 
nations want to appear big and important. 
They want a high position, and to have 
everyone obey them. But Jesus explained 
to his followers that they should not be 
that way. Rather, Jesus said: “Whoever 
wants to be first among you must be the 
slave of all.” Think of that!—Mark 10: 
35-45.

Do you know what a slave does? He 
serves other persons, rather than let oth- 
ers serve him. He takes the lowest place, 
not the first place. He acts as the least 
important one, not the most important. 
And remember that Jesus said that the 
one who wants to be first should act like 
a slave toward others.

Now what do you think that means for 
us? Would a slave argue with his master 
over who is going to get the best seat? 
Or would he argue about who is going 
to eat first? What do you think? Jesus 
showed that a slave always puts his mas- 
ter before himself. Isn’t that the way we 
should do too?—Luke 17:7-10.

Yes, it is the Christian way to put oth- 
ers ahead of ourselves. This is what the 
Great Teacher did. And if we follow his 
example we will be pleasing to God.

200
Did you get the point of Jesus’ story? 

Let’s take an example, and see if you did. 
Let’s say that we were going to have din- 
ner at someone’s house. Would you pick 
the most comfortable chair when you were 
ready to sit down? Or would you leave the 
best place for someone else? What do you 
think Jesus would want you to do?

Take another example. Imagine that you 
are getting on a crowded bus. Should you 
hurry to get a seat, and let an old person 
stand? Would Jesus want you to do that?

Someone may say that it does not make 
any difference to Jesus what we do. But 
do you believe that? When Jesus was at 
that big meal at the home of the Pharisee, 
he watched what seats people were choos- 
ing. And don’t you think that he is just 
as interested in what we do today? Now 
that Jesus is in heaven he certainly is in 
a better position to watch us.

Does it bring peace and good feelings 
between persons when each one tries to 
get the best place? Or, rather, do they 
get into an argument and become angry 
with one another? What do you think?

Sometimes this happens when children 
go for a car ride together. As soon as the 
car door is opened, they rush to get the 
best seats, the ones near the window. And 
right away there is an argument. They 
become angry with one another because 
they each want the best place.

This can also happen when children go 
out to play a game of ball. Before they 
even get started playing they may have an 
argument over who is going to be first. 
Isn’t it too bad that these things happen?

Wanting to be first can cause a lot of 
trouble. It even caused trouble among Je- 
sus’ apostles. Did you know that? Let me 
tell you about it.

One day the brothers James and John 
came up to Jesus. These apostles were

fEeWATCHTOWER.
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"W ife, h o w  do you  kn ow  bu t that you  will save you r  
O r, husband, h ow  do you  know  bu t that you  w ill save your w ife?”

—1 Cor. 7:16.

truth does not mean breaking up the mar- 
riage. The wise and optimistic way to 
handle a divided household is set out by 
the apostle Paul at 1 Corinthians 7:12-16: 

8 “If any brother has an unbelieving 
wife, and yet she is agreeable to dwelling 
with him, let him not leave her; and a 
woman who has an unbelieving husband, 
and yet he is agreeable to dwelling with 
her, let her not leave her husband. For 
the unbelieving husband is sanctified in 
relation to his wife, and the unbelieving 
wife is sanctified in relation to the broth- 
er; otherwise, your children would really 
be unclean, but now they are holy. But if 
the unbelieving one proceeds to depart, let 
him depart; a brother or a sister is not 
in servitude under such circumstances, but 
God has called you to peace. For, wife, 
how do you know but that you will save 
your husband? Or, husband, how do you 
know but that you will save your wife?” 

4 Can the believing wife, then, “save” 
her unbelieving husband by staying with 
him? Yes, this might be possible. If she 
does in time “save” her husband, it is, of 
course, salvation in a relative sense, since 
salvation is from Jehovah. (Rev. 7:10) 
But a wife can in a relative measure save 
her husband, just as a person can use a 
company’s facilities for lifesaving to save
4. In  w hat sense can a believing wife “save” her un- 
believing husband?

T׳� ^IV ID E D  households—how could 
* \ J  such a thing come about? By one 
or more members of a household learning 
God’s truth, the truth concerning God’s 
purposes, as revealed in the Holy Bible. 
Yes, this is what Jesus Christ foretold at 
Luke 12:51-53: “Do you imagine I came 
to give peace on the earth? No, indeed, 
I tell you, but rather division. For from 
now on there will be five in one house 
divided, three against two and two against 
three. They will be divided, father against 
son and son against father, mother against 
daughter and daughter against her moth- 
er, mother-in-law against her daughter-in- 
law and daughter-in-law against her 
mother-in-law.” Not all persons in a fami- 
ly, Jesus shows, will readily recognize or 
appreciate the truth that comes from God.

2 Since God’s truth is not popular with 
this world, many persons oppose it and 
especially resent it when members of their 
own household take a stand for God and 
his kingdom. Divided households, as Jesus’ 
prophecy indicates, were certain to occur. 
But does this mean that the situation in 
a divided household is hopeless? that noth- 
ing can be done to help the situation? No! 
Improvement is possible. Jesus is no mar- 
riage wrecker, so one’s learning God’s
1. W hat did Jesus Christ foretell w ith regard to house- 
holds, and why?
2, 3. Since Jesus is no m arriage wrecker, w hat is the 
wise way to handle a divided household?
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rightly hating God’s truth. Why, it may 
be that he simply was not introduced to 
Bible truth at the same time, and so he 
resents his mate’s being ahead of him. 
Also perhaps no effort was made to hold 
a Bible study with the entire family. As 
a result the unbelieving member may not 
understand what Jehovah’s witnesses real- 
ly teach and what they are really like. Or 
could it be that the husband does not want 
to be taught religion by his wife? There 
is need for Christian ministers to analyze 
a situation in which the husband remains 
an unbeliever. What is the root of the 
problem?

8 Remember, unbelievers differ as to de- 
gree. Some bitterly persecute the believer. 
Some constantly nag the believer, trying 
to break down integrity. Some subtly dis- 
courage the believer. Others show indif- 
ference toward true worship. Other un- 
believing mates are favorable to God’s 
truth but do little to make spiritual prog- 
ress. Gradual progress can be made in 
helping the unbeliever in any of these 
categories. Showing the proper Christian 
qualities results in breaking down oppo- 
sition or in stirring up interest. If the un- 
believer is favorable, the believer, with 
the aid of the Christian congregation, 
should work toward the goal of uniting the 
family by means of a home Bible study. 
If the unbeliever is opposed, the believer 
needs to endure even under abuse and 
persecution.

KEEPING INTEGRITY—THE FIRST GOAL
9This brings us to the first goal in a 

divided household. What is that? The be- 
liever needs to keep integrity to God and 
to obey the one through whom God speaks 
today—his beloved Son, Jesus Christ. To 
yield integrity is to yield life itself. (Heb.
8. How׳ do unbelievers differ as to degree, and how can 
progress be made in helping any unbeliever?
9. (a) W hat is the Christian 's foremost goal in a  divided 
household? W hy? (b) If the unbeliever presses the 
m atter to  a  showdown, then  w hat?
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a drowning man. The company may have 
a boat with rescue equipment. And when 
the rescuers see a person floundering in 
the sea, they throw out equipment to save 
him. The one hauling the person in from 
the raging sea is the one most active in 
the salvation, yet the company, too, must 
be considered, since it provided the facili- 
ties for lifesaving. Jehovah makes the ar- 
rangements for salvation, but he uses in- 
dividuals to have a part in this lifesaving 
work.

s So the believing wife can “save” her 
unbelieving husband. She can help him to 
salvation. How encouraging that is! To do 
this, the apostle Paul says, let the wife 
stay with her unbelieving husband. A 
Christian wife preaches the Kingdom good 
news to outsiders, so why not try to help 
members of her own household, especially 
that one with whom she is one flesh? Thus 
Christian women with unbelieving hus- 
bands should never lose hope that their 
divided household can be united!

*Consider, for example, the mother of 
three children in Spain. She was cruelly 
opposed when she learned the Bible truth. 
Her husband even applied in a Catholic 
court for separation, charging that his 
wife was poisoning the children’s minds. 
The court awarded custody of two chil- 
dren to the father. All seemed lost. But 
she appealed to God. Later, by chance, 
the husband happened to meet an old 
friend. How surprised he was to learn that 
his friend was now one of Jehovah’s wit- 
nesses! After a two-hour discussion, a Bi- 
ble study was started with the husband. 
He changed, and now his family is “more 
united them ever before.” So Christian 
wives need never lose hope.

7 Also it is well to remember that it is 
not always a case of the unbeliever out-
5, 6. W hat, then, is the proper a ttitude for a believer 
w ith an unbelieving m ate?
7. W hat factors m ay account for a husband's remaining 
an  unbeliever, and so w hat should Christian m inisters 
do?
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ture? So the believing mate must always 
remember that keeping integrity works for 
the benefit not only of the believer, but 
also of the unbeliever.

HELPING THE UNBELIEVING MATE 
—THE SECOND GOAL

12 The believer’s keeping integrity is a 
must if the second goal is ever to be 
realized—and that is to help the unbe- 
lieving mate to learn God’s truth. To do 
this the believing mate tries to stay with 
the unbelieving mate. By living together, 
the unbeliever is in constant touch with 
true worship, and this is most beneficial 
for the unbelieving mate and for the 
children. Timothy’s mother, a Jewess, 
evidently remained with her unbelieving 
Greek husband, all the while imparting 
Scriptural instruction to her son Timothy. 
(Acts 16:1; 2 Tim. 1:5; 3:14, 15) This 
home religious education of Timothy pre- 
vailed over any pagan influence of his 
Greek father. So when the apostle Paul 
came to town the first time, Timothy 
joined his Jewish mother and his grand- 
mother in becoming a Christian. (1 Tim. 
1:1, 2; 2 Tim. 1:1, 2) Continuing to live 
with an unbelieving mate may subject the 
believing one to some form of domestic 
persecution. But, rather than separate, the 
believer can accept this as suffering for 
Christ’s sake and can strive to show the 
unbelieving mate good Christian endur- 
ance. “If, when you are doing good and 
you suffer, you endure it, this is a thing 
agreeable with God.”—1 Pet. 2:20.

13If your marriage mate is opposed to 
God’s truth, tactfully try to help the un- 
believer. Gradually endeavor to reduce 
the opposition. If the unbeliever is not op- 
posed, but simply is indifferent, try to stir
12. (a) If the second goal in a divided household is to 
be realized, what should the believer try  to do? (b) If 
staying with an unbelieving m ate results in domestic 
persecution, how should this be viewed?
13. Why should the believer never give up hope that 
the unbelieving m ate will respond to the Bible’s mes- 
sage?

A p r i l  1, 1971

1:1, 2; 2:3; Matt. 10:32-35) When discuss- 
ing divided households, Jesus said: “In- 
deed, a man’s enemies will be persons of 
his own household,” and then Jesus ex- 
plained: “He that has greater affection 
for father or mother than for me is not 
worthy of me; and he that has greater 
affection for son or daughter than for me 
is not worthy of me.” (Matt. 10:36, 37) 
If it must come to a showdown, then 
what? The believer must “obey God as 
ruler rather than men.” (Acts 5:29) True, 
it may be a long war of nerves, but keep 
the goal of integrity foremost. The be- 
liever should refuse to become provoked 
or loud, when the going gets difficult. Re- 
alize that it is better to take abuse than 
to give it. (Eph. 4:26, 29, 31) And all who 
are members of the Christian congrega- 
tion can help these persons who are fight- 
ing the battle of integrity on the home 
front. Encourage them to endure, to keep 
integrity to Almighty God.

10 Always remember this: The integrity 
of the believer is a must to enable the un- 
believer to see the importance of loving 
God’s truth. Consider what might happen 
if a wife fails to keep integrity by agreeing 
not to go to meetings of the Christian 
congregation. May not the husband feel 
that these meetings could not be so im- 
portant after all or she would never give 
them up? May he not feel that her in- 
terest in the Bible is merely a passing 
fancy and nothing of any consequence? If 
so, how can the believer expect the un- 
believer to take an interest in God’s Word?

11 On the other hand, if the wife keeps 
on going to meetings of the Christian con- 
gregation, explaining to her unbelieving 
husband why they are so important to her, 
he might in time be impressed. May not 
the unbeliever eventually accept an invi- 
tation to attend one of these meetings and 
thus see for himself their beneficial na-
10, 11. Why is keeping integrity  to God vital in helping 
the unbeliever?
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speaking about God’s truth to his unbe- 
lieving mate. Properly the believing hus- 
band will kindly invite his wife to accom- 
pany him to meetings of the Christian 
congregation; but, if she refuses to respond 
to the invitation, he will not become an- 
gry with her, nor will he allow any wifely 
opposition to cause him to neglect asso- 
dating with God’s people.—Heb. 10:24, 25.

15 Why, then, does a wife sometimes ap- 
pear opposed to God’s truth? Although 
there are many reasons, there are three 
that the believer does well to consider:

16 (1) Is it possible that he seems to be 
forcing Bible truth on her? If so, remem- 
ber that it is vital to present the truth 
tactfully at the right time to unbelieving 
loved ones. A fine thing along this line 
would be for mature Christian women to 
call upon the unbelieving wife to try to 
kindle her interest and endeavor to start 
a home Bible study with her.

17 (2) Is the believer insisting on his 
personal desires that are not related to 
God’s requirements and that seem to slight 
her interests? How good it would be for 
him to put aside a few desires to spend 
some time doing what she wants!

18 (3) It may be that the unbelieving 
wife is mainly opposed to her husband’s 
being away from home so much, rather 
than the Bible truth itself. So he must re- 
alize that she needs companionship and 
recreation provided by him. True, he can- 
not compromise Christian duties just to 
please her, but he may have to adjust his 
schedule to be with her more. His applying 
these principles may cause her to look into 
the faith that produced such loving con- 
sideration from him.

1*To help win his unbelieving wife to 
God’s truth, the believing husband does
W .־1518 hat are three possibilities to consider when the 
wife remains an unbeliever?
19. Like the apostle Paul, w hat principle should the 
believing husband follow when try ing  to save another?

204

up interest gradually. Never give up in 
your determination to help the unbeliev- 
ing mate to learn God’s truth. As trou- 
ble and violence increase throughout the 
earth, some unbelievers may be jarred in- 
to examining the Bible’s explanation of 
present-day events. Also circumstances 
change. One husband who was unfavorable 
to the message of Jehovah’s witnesses had 
an auto accident and narrowly escaped 
death. The next day he asked his wife to 
call a Witness, and a home Bible study 
was started with him. There is always 
hope that a divided household can be unit- 
ed. But to unite such a household, it is 
absolutely vital that the believing mate 
live up to the twofold goal: Keep integrity 
and try to help the unbeliever to learn 
God’s truth. Always work toward the goal 
of a united household, praying God’s bless- 
ing upon your loving efforts.

THE CHRISTIAN HUSBAND IN 
A DIVIDED HOME

14 Not always, of course, does a divided 
household have an unbelieving husband; 
the unbeliever may be the wife. If so, what 
is the Christian husband’s responsibility? 
A dedicated, baptized worshiper of Jeho- 
vah God should give his unbelieving wife 
no occasion for wanting to depart from 
him. Because of the bettering effect of her 
husband’s belief upon him, she should see 
all the more reason for being agreeable 
to dwelling with him the same as before 
he became a Christian witness of Jehovah. 
One’s being a Christian husband in a di- 
vided home is a more favorable situation 
than a wife’s having an unbelieving hus- 
band. This is because here the believer is 
the head of his household. Though head 
of the house, the Christian husband still 
needs to use tact and kindness when
14. Why is one's being a Christian husband in a divided 
house a more favorable situation, and what is the 
husband’s responsibility?
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posed wife began to listen and take part 
in the study and eventually came to ac- 
cept God’s truth!

21 Taking the lead with the children also 
requires balance. It would not be wise for 
him and the children to leave his wife 
home alone all day, as she would quite 
naturally resent it. How fine it would be 
for him considerately to arrange his sched- 
ule perhaps to engage in the field ministry 
on Saturdays and attend the meetings on 
Sundays, thereby providing part of these 
days for the whole family to be together. 
This loving course will likely unite his 
children with him in the Bible’s truth and 
may bring the blessing of the w ife’s ac- 
cepting it.

22 Suppose, now, that the situation is 
that the wife really is opposed to true 
Christianity. What if she openly expresses 
herself as being against it and even speaks 
against her husband because of his love 
and zeal for God? Then the husband must 
endure under abuse and keep integrity. 
David’s wife Michal spoke very belittlingly 
of his worship of Jehovah, even to the 
point of despising her husband in her 
heart. David did not let her displeasure 
dampen his zeal and enthusiasm and love 
for God, did he? Not at all! Nor did 
faithful Job weaken in integrity when his 
wife and others of his companions spoke 
against him. What fine examples for be- 
lieving husbands with unbelieving mates! 
—2 Sam. 6:14-23; Job 2:9, 10; 16:19-21; 
42:10, 11.

23 How should the husband react to his 
wife’s unkind words? Romans 12:21 very 
clearly answers: “Do not let yourself be 
conquered by the evil, but keep conquer- 
ing the evil with the good.” So it is evi-
21. Why is balance w ith regard to  Christian privileges 
and responsibilities im portant?
22, 23. When a wife abusively opposes her husband's 
love and zeal for God, w hat should be his course of 
conduct?

A p r i l  1, 1971

well to pay heed to the principle followed 
by the apostle Paul toward those he was 
trying to save. Said the apostle: “To the 
Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain 
Jews . . .  To the weak I became weak, 
that I might gain the weak. I have become 
all things to people of all sorts, that I 
might by all means save some.” (1 Cor. 
9:20, 22) The apostle Paul sympathetical- 
ly considered the problems of the Jews. He 
respected their convictions, though he 
knew them to be wrong. He did not mock, 
despise or act intolerantly toward the Jews 
he was endeavoring to save. Likewise 
Christian husbands do well not to mock, 
be intolerant or ridicule their unbelieving 
wives. If they do, they will drive their 
wives farther away. Instead, show em- 
pathy and love. Ask yourself: “How would 
I like to be dealt with if I were in the 
same situation?” Love endures all things. 
—1 Cor. 13:4-8.

20What if there are children in such a 
divided household? The apostle Paul in- 
dicates what the Christian father’s duty 
is: “You, fathers, do not be irritating your 
children, but go on bringing them up in 
the discipline and mental-regulating of Je- 
hovah.” (Eph. 6:4) Note that the Chris- 
tian father has the obligation from Jeho- 
vah as the head of the house to insist on 
rearing his children as true Christians. 
So as not to fail as the spiritual provider 
of his family, it thus becomes mandatory 
for him to lead the children in attendance 
at meetings of the Christian congregation, 
in the public sharing of the good news 
of God’s kingdom and in having a home 
Bible study with them. This is the wise 
course and may have the same gratifying 
results that came to a Witness in Panama 
who started a home Bible study with his 
children. Imagine his joy when his op-
20. When there are children in a divided household, 
what is the Christian fa th e r’s responsibility?
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and time again that when she is ap- 
proached tactfully, often a Bible study can 
be started. In Malawi a circuit supervisor 
of Jehovah’s witnesses started home Bible 
studies with five opposing wives by calling 
on their husbands and tactfully asking the 
wives to join in. Shortly thereafter, the 
wives said that they really appreciated the 
Bible study that was started in their homes 
and that it was sufficient for them to see 
that this was the truth. They even ex* 
pressed their desire to share in the King* 
dom ministry.

27 Thus friendly visits by mature Chris- 
tians have often been of great help in unit- 
ing divided households. In the Philippine 
Islands, for example, the wife of one Wit- 
ness was so opposed that she would damp- 
en his clothing on days that she knew he 
might go out in the field ministry, and 
she burned his Bible and Bible literature. 
However, a mature Witness made friendly 
calls on the family and was gradually able 
to overcome the prejudice of the wife. Fi- 
nally a Bible study was started with the en- 
tire family. The study progressed well for 
several months, and the wife reached the 
point of dedicating her life to God. Imag- 
ine the joy of the husband as he himself 
baptized his wife in a nearby river! When 
they came out of the water they embraced 
each other with tears in their eyes, thank- 
ing Jehovah that their long-divided family 
was at last united in true worship through 
the help of a loving Christian brother.

28Never become discouraged, then, or 
give up in your fine efforts to unite your 
household in true worship. Apply the good 
counsel of God’s Word to your family and 
be assured that Jehovah’s blessing will be 
upon your household.—Gal. 6:9.
27,28. (a) W hat has been of great help in uniting 
divided households, as illustrated by an experience in 
the Philippine Islands? (b) So what is the Christian 
course in a divided household?
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dent that his answers must be mild, not in 
anger, which only makes matters worse. 
Women respond to kindness and love, not 
to a hard pressing of matters. Love and 
long-suffering wear down opposition and 
may cause the opposer to respect one’s 
faithful stand. This is the good advice giv- 
en at Colossians 3:19: “You husbands, 
keep on loving your wives and do not be 
bitterly angry with them.” The point is 
this: Be a better husband—more consider- 
ate, kind and understanding. The apostle 
Peter encourages the Christian husband to 
have the proper view of his wife, saying: 
“You husbands, continue dwelling in like 
manner with them according to knowl- 
edge, assigning them honor as to a weaker 
vessel, the feminine one.”—1 Pet. 3:7.

24 So win her to God’s truth as you won 
her to yourself when courting her. Do not 
be dictatorial and harsh as so many world- 
ly husbands are. In many ways you can 
show her Christian consideration. Get her 
thoughts before making final decisions. 
Show concern for her. Give as much time 
as possible to the one with whom you 
chose to share your life. Often reassure 
her of your continuing love.

25Remember, it is easy to lose your 
temper and speak in anger. But such talk 
betrays a lack of self-control, a lack of 
one of the fruits of God’s spirit. (Gal. 5: 
22, 23) It takes a real man, a real Chris- 
tian man, to practice the fine conduct and 
tactful speaking of the truth that the Bible 
outlines. So why lose self-control and be 
unhappy when you can bring forth the 
Christian fruitage of God’s spirit that 
brings true peace and happiness to you?

26 Even though a wife may seem to op- 
pose Bible truth, it has been found time
24, 25. How can a believing husband show his unbelieving 
wife Christian consideration?
26. W hat can often be done to help opposing wives, as 
illustrated by the success of a circuit servant in Malawi?
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senting the Bible 
truth to the un- 
believing family 
head there are 
c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  
t h a t  b e l i e v i n g  
wives  and chil-  
dren can do and 
c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  
they should avoid.

 ALWAYS WITH״
GRACIOUSNESS״
4In  h e l p i n g  

o t h e r s  in  t h i s  
manner, it is im- 
portent to try to 

place ourselves in the position of the 
other person. By doing so, we can see 
how unwise it would be to bring up Bi- 
ble truth continually. Personally we would 
not enjoy repeatedly hearing a subject 
discussed that did not interest us. Even 
if we had some interest in it, too many 
words could easily turn us against the 
whole thing. Hence, in presenting the 
truth from the Bible to an unbelieving 
husband, how inappropriate it would be 
for a wife to try to force the truth on him, 
to call him stubborn or to make uncompli- 
mentary remarks about his not seeing the 
truth. Doing so would not be in harmony 
with the apostle Paul’s counsel at Colos- 
sians 4:6: “Let your utterance be always 
with graciousness, seasoned with salt, so 
as to know how you ought to give an an- 
swer to each one.”

5 Here the apostle Paul is telling Chris- 
tians that it is not only what you say that 
matters, but equally as vital is how you 
say it! The apostle is talking about how
4. In  view of Colossians 4:6, w hat will C hristian wives 
avoid when try ing  to help th eir unbelieving husbands 
to see God's tru th ?
5, 6. (a) W hat does it mean to speak God's message 
“always with graciousness,״  and why is th is so im- 
portant? (b) So how will a Christian wife not react 
when her husband shows no in terest in Bible tru th ?

W HEN th e  
l i v e s  of  

people are endan- 
gered, such as in 
fires, floods, and 
so forth,  rescue  
work is urgent.
At t imes,  how-  
ever, on account 
of thought less-  
ness or careless- 
ness lives are lost.
In this there is a 
lesson for Jeho- 
vah’s w itnesses.
How so? Because 
they realize that 
this system of things and all who are a 
part of it will be destroyed in the not-so- 
distant future. But before that happens 
they must continue to aid people to come 
out of this doomed system and to enter 
the “narrow gate” that leads to everlast- 
ing life in God’s new system of things. 
—Matt. 7:13, 14.

2Certainly Jehovah’s witnesses do not 
want to neglect anyone or make it more 
difficult for others to learn God’s truth 
because of thoughtless words or actions 
on their part This would also be true in 
a divided household. There are times when 
husbands are not actually opposed, but 
have been neglected. For example, one 
wife in talking to her husband about the 
meetings of the Christian congregation 
was told, “But you’ve never invited me.” 
So a tactful invitation to the congrega- 
tion’s meeting is not to be neglected at 
the opportune time.

8Wives and children in families where 
the husband and father is not a believer 
would surely want to do everything they 
can to aid him to take his stand for Je- 
hovah and His kingdom. However, in pre-
1-3. Why is spiritual rescue work now urgen t?  How 
can neglect be a factor in a divided household?

-----------------dtic------------------------

Q iristiqn^/tfe
and Oiddren

in a

“You wives, be in subjection to your own husbands, in order 
that, if any are not obedient to the word, they may be won 
without a word through the conduct of their wives.1— .Pet. 3:1 ״
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in return. When he was suffering, he 
not go threatening, but kept on commit- 
ting himself to the one who judges righ- 
teously.” (1 Pet. 2:2123  That is the wise (־
course for Christian wives.

THE “QUIET AND MILD SPIRIT"
8 There is another way in which a wife 

can witness to her husband, regardless of 
how opposed he might be to Bible truth. 
That is by her fine conduct. The apostle 
Peter stresses the value of this fine con- 
duct. He writes: “In like manner, you 
wives, be in subjection to your own hus- 
bands, in order that, if any are not obe- 
dient to the word, they may be won with- 
out a word through the conduct of their 
wives, because of having been eyewitness- 
es of your chaste conduct together with 
deep respect. And do not let your adorn- 
ment be that of the external braiding of 
the hair and of the putting on of gold or- 
naments or the wearing of outer garments, 
but let it be the secret person of the heart 
in the incorruptible apparel of the quiet 
and mild spirit, which is of great value in 
the eyes of God.”—1 Pet. 3:1-4.

9 The apostle Peter emphasizes the val- 
ue of fine conduct and the “quiet and 
mild spirit.” From the context we learn 
that the apostle is discussing the Lord Je- 
sus Christ and how mildness distinguished 
him. When he was undergoing injustices, 
he refused to make vehement protest. He 
went like a lamb to the slaughter, know- 
ing it was God’s will for him. There was 
no loud, strong protest, no departing from 
mildness. And so Peter, talking to mar- 
ried women, stresses that mildness has 
great value in the eyes of God. He con- 
trasts mildness with the outward adorn- 
ment by which some women largely try to 
capture the attention and affection of their
8. In what powerful way can a Christian wife witness 
to her unbelieving husband, as stated by the apostle 
Peter ?
9. W hat quality should distinguish one’s Christian con- 
duct, as illustrated by Jesus and as recommended by 
Peter? W hy?
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you speak Bible truth to others. We need 
to remember that there is an art of pre- 
senting information. The Christian mes- 
sage can lose its force if the way we say 
it is not “always with graciousness.” This 
does not require flattery, but it means 
speaking God’s truth in a way that is 
profitable to one and upbuilding. And 
“always” means not only when the Chris- 
tian minister is preaching from house to 
house but also at home! So, when oppor- 
tunities arise to present a knowledge of 
God’s truth to an unbelieving husband, the 
believing wife would want to make the 
best of them, doing so “always with gra- 
ciousness.” She does this by being tactful 
and kind.

8 When a wife presents Bible truth kind- 
ly to her husband and there is no response, 
then what? Should she act terribly dis- 
appointed? Should she then become an- 
gry? No! Instead of showing open dis- 
appointment or becoming angry with her 
husband, the Christian wife does well to 
close the matter when it is appropriate. 
She does not press matters too far, nor 
does she become overanxious.

7 Showing respect toward her husbandly 
head, the Christian wife would not use 
God’s truth to threaten him. (Eph. 5:33) 
Even if he rejects the truth, does not want 
to hear about it, or even treats his wife 
abusively, reviling her, she would not be 
justified in using the truth to threaten 
him. When her gracious words are rejected 
or she is treated abusively, the Christian 
wife does well to remember Jesus’ exam- 
pie. Concerning this, the apostle Peter 
wrote: “In fact, to this course you were 
called, because even Christ suffered for 
you, leaving you a model for you to follow 
his steps closely. He committed no sin, nor 
was deception found in his mouth. When 
he was being reviled, he did not go reviling
7. When an unbeliever treats his believing wife abu- 
sively, is she ever justified in using the tru th  to threaten 
him? Explain.
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ter. Upon learning that it was Bible truth, 
the husband also began to study the Bible 
with Jehovah’s witnesses, and soon made 
progress to the extent that now he wanted 
to share the good news with his friends 
and neighbors. Here was a home in which 
the husband was ready to leave, but the 
change in his wife’s conduct due to study- 

ing the Bible united 
what was rapidly be- 
com in g  a divided  
home.

12 Illustrating that 
an unbelieving hus- 
band can be won  
to God’s t ru th  by 
th e  f i n e  c o n d u c t  

of his wife is an experience in Hungary. 
An unbelieving husband treated his Chris- 
tian wife cruelly, often beating her un- 
til she was unconscious. But she kept 
integrity to God, and always dealt with 
her husband patiently and with love, and 
this over a period of years. On one oc- 
casion she told her husband kindly but 
firmly: “Here I am and you can kill me, 
but even so I shall trust in Jehovah!” This 
man had a friendship with a local priest, 
who had full confidence in the husband 
because he was fighting against Jehovah’s 
witnesses, not even sparing his own wife. 
One day the priest told this man that he 
should not even take a Bible into his hand. 
Shocked, the husband asked, “Well, is it a 
sin to read the Bible?” The priest replied 
that it was not but if he did, he might one 
day nourish beliefs the same as his wife. 
The man then admitted how loving and 
patient his wife was despite his hard deal- 
ings with her. He told the priest that if 
Bible reading produces such results, it 
seemed worth while to read God’s Word. 
He begem attending meetings of the Chris- 
tian congregation with his wife and took 
up preaching the very truth he had for- 
merly opposed.

Apr il  1, 1971

husbands, that is, by the garments of out- 
ward apparel. But unlike cloth garments 
that get old and wear out, the apostle Pe- 
ter calls mildness something that is “in- 
corruptible.” It is incorruptible apparel.

10 Though not pretentious, mildness 
works; it brings good results. “An answer, 
when mild, turns away rage.” And “a mild 
tongue i t se l f  can  
b r e a k  a b o n e . ”
(Prov. 15:1; 25:15)
Mildness thus beto- 
kens not weakness 
but strength. One 
must develop spiri- 
tual inward strength 
in order to show  
mildness and quietness. Thus if a Chris- 
tian woman is married to an unbeliev- 
ing husband, she is not to rise up in in- 
dignation and anger and engage in an 
altercation or argument with her husband. 
A strong-willed wife may actually hinder 
her mate in learning God’s truth. But 
mildness, when coupled with quietness, is 
effective, for it is God’s way.

11Many are the examples of how the 
“quiet and mild spirit” has helped unbe- 
lieving husbands. In one case a wife began 
to study the Bible with Jehovah’s wit- 
nesses. After a few weeks she began to 
change her personality. Previously she had 
a violent temper and used profane lan- 
guage. Her husband had threatened to 
leave home because of the cursing and the 
way she was treating the children. After 
this wife had studied the Bible for some 
weeks with Jehovah’s witnesses, her hus- 
band came to the Witness conducting the 
study and asked what was causing his wife 
to change so much. She was now beginning 
to control her spirit, to use better lan- 
guage and to treat her children much bet-
10. (a) Why does mildness betoken, not weakness, but 
strength? (b) Why m ust the strong-willed wife be 
especially careful to show mildness ?
11, 12. Illustra te  th a t mildness and fine Christian con- 
duct can win unbelievers to God's tru th .
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herself as the one who should make the 
family decisions because of her knowing 
Bible truth. So, she will respect her hus- 
band, and her good example will help him  
to appreciate the value of Bible truth. Her 
chaste conduct with deep respect may open 
his eyes to see what a fine wife he has 
and lead him to accept God’s truth. What 
a blessing that would prove to be for him 
and for her!—Eph. 5:33.

GOOD PLANNING
17Besides speaking with graciousness 

and showing the “quiet and mild spirit,” 
what else may a Christian wife do to help 
her husband see God’s truth? Good plan- 
ning is important so that she will be well 
balanced in her activities, not neglecting 
her children nor her husband nor her 
Christian privileges.

18 Good planning will help the Christian 
wife to refrain from doing anything that 
might contribute to her husband's building 
up resentment for God’s truth. To illus- 
trate, the unbelieving husband may wish 
to be with his wife for the weekend. How- 
ever, because his wife shares in the field 
ministry and goes to the meetings of the 
Christian congregation, he may begin to 
feel that his wife’s religion is taking her 
away from him. While he may not object 
to her being gone for a few hours to a 
meeting, he may very much dislike his 
wife’s being away for prolonged periods. 
In this case good planning on the part of 
the wife is necessary. She might arrange 
to share in the ministry on the week- 
days when her husband is away. Perhaps 
this will require curtailing her Christian 
ministerial activity to some extent, but 
still not forsaking the Christian obliga- 
tion to share the good news and to assem- 
ble regularly with fellow believers.
17, 18. Explain why good planning is also im portant in 
helping the unbelieving husband.

210
18 When an unbelieving husband ob- 

serves the fine conduct of his believing 
wife, he may come to appreciate that she 
has something that he does not have. And 
he may want to be like her. However, even 
if the unbeliever does not accept God’s 
truth, the wife certainly is not the loser 
for having applied the inspired counsel 
given by the apostle Peter. Mildness, we 
need to remember, is also of “great value 
in the eyes of God.” Hence the believing 
wife can rest assured of Jehovah’s tender 
care.

14As the apostle Peter indicates, the 
“quiet and mild spirit” displayed by the 
Christian wife will cause her to be sub- 
missive to her husband. This is Jehovah’s 
will for Christian wives, just as much as 
it Is his will for them to have a part in 
preaching the Kingdom good news. (Titus 
2:4, 5) And a wife with an unbelieving 
mate has the added incentive to be sub- 
missive in compliance with the divine will 
so that in this way she might help a loved 
one to learn God’s truth«—Eph. 5:21, 22.

15 A w ife’s submissiveness, of course, is 
not absolute but relative. If her husband 
tries to cause her to violate God’s law, she 
follows the example of the apostles, who 
said: “We must obey God as ruler rather 
than men.”—Acts 5:29.

18At all times, though, the believing 
wife should strive to be a model Christian 
wife, carrying out all wifely duties to the 
best of her ability. Never should she give 
her husband reason to complain that she 
is neglecting to care for the home and 
children properly. At no time will she view
13. (a) So because of his wife’s fine conduct, what may 
an unbelieving husband eventually realize? (b) Why is 
the Christian wife never the loser for applying Peter’s 
inspired counsel?
14,15. (a) W hat incentives does a believing wife have 
for being submissive to her unbelieving husband? 
(b) Is her submissiveness absolute?
16. In  striving to be a model Christian wife, what will 
the believer do? And w hat may be the result?

3HeWATCHTOWER.
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circuit, mostly husbands of believing worn- 
en in the congregations, have come to ap- 
predate the clear, logical arguments pre- 
sented in this publication. This has helped 
some to be more tolerant of their wives’ 
Christian activities.” The book Is the 
ble Ready the Word of God? is another 
fine publication for helping unbelieving 
husbands.

FRIENDLY CALLS ON THE UNBELIEVER
24 Often it is possible for mature Chris- 

tians to make friendly calls on the unbe- 
lieving husband. He may have a wrong im- 
pression of Jehovah’s people and this can 
eventually be corrected. The purpose of 
such calls is to get to know him, to be- 
friend him. It will be helpful to find out 
what his interests are, because people en- 
joy talking about what they really like. 
So it would be good for the believing wife 
to enlist the aid of a mature Christian 
brother, perhaps one who has some in- 
terest along the line of the unbeliever’s 
likes, such as fishing, farming, a knowl- 
edge of sports, and so forth. A few friend- 
ly visits will often break down prejudice 
and enable the minister to correct any 
false impressions.

23 Some mature Christians have found 
it helpful to invite the unbelieving hus- 
band and his Christian wife to come to 
dinner, with a view to getting acquainted 
and to breaking down prejudice that may 
exist. Some have found that when an 
unbelieving husband has a business, by 
patronizing that business they have been 
able to get better acquainted with him.

24 Should the unbeliever become sick or 
be confined to a.hospital, friendly visits by 
dedicated Christians may encourage him 
in many ways. Consider this example of 
an unbelieving husband in Luxembourg.
 -How can the wrong impressions of an un (a) .־2224
believing husband often be corrected? (b) W hat oppor- 
tunities are there for m ature Christians to get acquainted 
with an unbelieving husband?

A p r i l  1, 1971
INDIRECT HELP

19There are also other ways in which 
Christian wives can help their unbelieving 
husbands, but in a somewhat indirect man- 
ner. For example, a Christian wife might 
ask her husband for suggestions in pre- 
paring a talk for the Theocratic Ministry 
School. This was recommended to a be- 
lieving wife in Bolivia. Her husband had 
threatened her with violence if she ever 
were to participate in the door-to-door 
preaching work. However, she enlisted her 
husband’s aid in preparing talks for the 
Theocratic Ministry School. In time, this 
man’s attitude improved. He eventually be- 
came the Bible study servant in the Chris- 
tian congregation!

20 Another thing a wife can do to inter- 
est her husband indirectly in God’s Word 
is to leave some Bible literature in an ap- 
propriate place in the home. It may be 
an article on some subject in which her 
husband has a particular interest. At some 
time when the wife is busy or away, her 
husband may be in search of good reading 
matter and may richly benefit from the 
material that the wife has made available. 
Of course, should a husband resent having 
Bible literature out in the open, then it 
would be best to keep such publications in 
a private place.

21 Certain publications of the Watch 
Tower Society have been particularly ef- 
fective in helping unbelievers, even those 
who seem opposed, to appreciate the rea- 
sonableness of Bible truth. Some opposed 
mates, although accepting little or noth- 
ing else, have accepted and enjoyed read- 
ing the Watch Tower Society’s book Did 
Man Get Here by Evolution or by Cre- 
ation? Speaking of this publication, one 
circuit supervisor of Jehovah’s witnesses 
observed: “Quite a number of men in this
19. How m ight a Christian wife help her husband spir- 
itually in an indirect m anner?
20, 21. (a) W hat else can a Christian wife do to help 
her unbelieving husband? (b) W hat publications of 
the Society have especially helped unbelieving husbands?

SReWATCHTOWER
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during the study. The 
husband may then re- 
lax more and speak 
more freely.

26 Se
C hristian congrega- 
t ion wil l  e specia l ly  
want to be of help to 
believing w ives w ith  
unbelieving husbands, 
to help to unite the di- 
vided household. One 
o v e r s e e r  w h o  p u t  
forth special efforts in 
this regard was great- 

ly blessed. Over a period of about two 
years he had Bible studies with eight hus- 
bands, three of whom are making good 
progress. “I find,” he reports, “that these 
unbelieving husbands will respond when 
called on by men, especially by the over- 
seer.”

27 If an unbelieving husband is reluctant 
to join the Bible study, it may still be pos- 
sible to help him to sit in on it, not with 
the idea that he would have an active part 
in the study, but merely to be there to 
check the things being taught his wife to 
see whether they are true. This opportu- 
nity for him to hear the kind of informa- 
tion that his wife is receiving may favor- 
ably influence him in a very short time. 
A wife who tactfully asks her husband to 
sit in on the Bible study to make certain 
that what she is being taught is all truth 
from the Bible may find her husband re- 
sponding to the authority and logic of 
God's Word.

FINE CONDUCT OF THE CHILDREN
28 Frequently, there is another avenue 

by which the unbelieving husband can be
26, 27. (a) Who can be of g reat help to  believing wives 
with unbelieving husbands, and what did one overseer 
say In this regard? (b) If an unbelieving husband Is 
reluctant to participate in a Bible study, how m ay he 
be helped to sit in on it?
28. In order for children to help their unbelieving 
fathers to learn God’s tru th , how m ust they be trained?

He became very ill and had to go to the 
hospital. During this time he was afraid 
of dying, and he began to read Bible lit- 
erature. Not one of his fellow employees 
visited him in the hospital, but Jehovah’s 
witnesses did. This made such an impres- 
sion upon him that he started to attend 
the congregation meetings after his re- 
covery. In this way he learned God’s truth, 
and he became a dedicated, baptized Chris- 
tian.

STARTING A HOME BIBLE STUDY
25 In making friendly calls on the unbe- 

lieving husband, Christians want to work 
toward the objective of starting a Bible 
study with him. Frequently, husbands do 
not like to have wives teach them reli- 
gion, but prefer to be taught by other men. 
If the believing wife is not too far ad- 
vanced in Bible knowledge, it may be pos- 
sible for a Witness to invite the unbeliev- 
ing husband to study along with his wife. 
However, when the wife is advanced in 
Bible truth, the husband’s pride is a fac- 
tor that may have to be taken into consid- 
eration. Should a Witness succeed in start- 
ing a study with the man, it may be 
advisable for the wife to leave the room
25. (a) W hat should be the objective in making friendly 
calls on the unbelieving husband? (b) If  the wife is 
advanced in Bible tru th , w hat course may be advisable?
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that of great numbers of disrespectful 
youths of the world, it may move him to 
investigate their faith. When he sees that 
they do not steal, tell lies or get into trou- 
ble, he may see the contrast between his 
children and worldly ones, causing him to 
think or say, “My children don’t do that.” 
This may be just the thing to aid the un- 
believer in opening his eyes to see that 
Bible truth is worth investigating. What 
a blessing this would be for God-fearing 
children!

31Really, much can be done to work 
toward uniting a divided household. Keep 
the two goals (maintaining integrity and 
being alert to help the unbeliever) fore- 
most in mind. Speak about God’s truth 
“always with graciousness,” remembering 
that mildness breaks down opposition. 
Fine conduct works in a powerful way, 
enabling the Christian wife in many cases 
to win her husband to God’s truth “with- 
out a word.” Good planning will aid the 
believer to be well-balanced in all activi- 
ties. Use the various means of indirect aid. 
Arrange for friendly calls on the unbe- 
liever, with the goal of starting a Bible 
study to unite the family. Do not give up 
hope. Be encouraged by God’s Word and 
what it records at 1 Corinthians 7:16 and 
1 Peter 3:1. Do your best under the cir- 
cumstances, and be assured of the blessing 
of “the Father of tender mercies and the 
God of all comfort.”—2 Cor. 1:3.
31. Summarize some of the things th a t can be done 
to help unite a divided household.

assisted, and that is through his children. 
The mother can in many cases tactfully 
arrange to have the children go with her 
to the meetings of the Christian congre- 
gation and share in the field ministry. 
Should the husband object, the wife may 
accede to her husband’s wishes. Neverthe- 
less, at home the mother can teach the 
children Bible principles as to how they 
should conduct themselves. Children so 
trained can do much to encourage an un- 
believing parent to look into the Bible.

28When believing children show obedi- 
ence and respect to their unbelieving par- 
ent, they are doing the will of God. Show- 
ing respect toward the unbeliever is very 
important. If the unbeliever saw his chil- 
dren studying the Bible with their mother 
and yet noted that they were becoming 
hostile toward him, would this cause him 
to view the Bible favorably? The answer 
is obvious. How important it is therefore 
for children to heed the Bible’s counsel: 
“Be obedient to your parents in every- 
thing,” that is, everything not contrary 
to God’s will. (Col. 3:20) Believing chil- 
dren should respond eagerly and willingly 
to requests to do something, whether it 
be to wash or dry dishes, set the table, 
mow the lawn or do something else.

30 When the unbeliever observes the fine 
spirit of his children, which is so unlike
29, 30. (a) Why is respect for the unbelieving parent 
im portant? (b) W hen an unbeliever observes the fine 
conduct of his children, w hat may result?

W h y  Early Christians Were Persecuted
and temporal affairs as compared with the 
spiritual and eternal interests of man, their 
close brotherly union and frequent meetings, 
drew upon them the suspicion of hostility to 
the Caesars and the Roman people.״

Yes, the early Christians were “objects of 
hatred״ because, in these matters for which 
they were persecuted, they were *obeying 
God as ruler rather than men.*—Mark 13: 
13; Acts 5:29.

#  Roman history is stained with the blood of 
the early followers of Jesus Christ. Why? 
Philip Schaff answers this in his book History 
of the Christian Church:

*The conscientious refusal of the Christians 
to pay divine honors to the emperor and 
his statue, and to take part in any idolatrous 
ceremonies at public festivities, their aversion 
to the imperial military service, their disre- 
gard for politics and depreciation of all civil
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Preach God’s Kingdom with the Right Viewpoint
quit our secular jobs, sell our home and enter 
the full-time pioneer ministry.״ His wife 
gulped, for she had been looking forward 
to the joys of motherhood, to bearing and 
rearing a number of children. But she went 
to Jehovah in prayer and asked his help. And 
he did help her. So they entered the pioneer 
ministry and in a few years were invited to 
attend the Gilead missionary school. For 
some years now they have been very joyful 
serving as missionaries in a South American 
country.

How will having the right viewpoint help 
us to preach God’s kingdom ?

The right viewpoint will help us to preach 
God’s kingdom because it means appreciating 
that God’s kingdom must come first in our 
lives. It will keep us from becoming lovers 
of pleasures rather than lovers of God and 
it will help us to buy out the opportune time 
for preaching God’s kingdom. It will help 
us to turn off the television set in time to 
get a good night’s rest, especially on Satur- 
day night.—Matt. 6:33; Eph. 5:15,16.

This right viewpoint will also help us be- 
cause it includes appreciating that we are 
dedicated to a person, Jehovah God, and not 
just to a work. So regardless of how many 
doors are slammed in our faces we will be 
able to continue faithful, knowing that our 
work is successful so long as we are pleasing 
to God and contributing to the vindication 
of his name.

We will also be diligent to improve our 
skill in presenting the Kingdom message, to 
improve our tact in dealing with objectors, 
if we have the right viewpoint of preaching 
God’s kingdom. It will even motivate us to 
improve our voices if they are unpleasant 
to listen to. (Helpful along this line being 
an article recently published in Awake! De- 
cember 22, 1970.) We may never have given 
it any thought, but really, whether we have 
a pleasing voice or not may make the differ- 
ence between whether the householder behind 
the door opens it to us or not. Especially is 
a good tone of voice an asset to the public 
preacher of God’s kingdom.

In all such ways and many more, having 
the right viewpoint can help us in preaching 
God’s kingdom.

W hat exam ples do w e  have to  encourage us £ 
to  preach God’s kingdom  w ith  the righ t v iew - 5 
point?  Ϊ

Our chief Exemplar, of course, is Jesus κ 
Christ, God’s Son. He appreciated that preach- Ij 
ing God’s kingdom was the greatest privilege V 
that could be extended to anyone. That is ϊ  
why he said: “I must declare the good news 5 
of the kingdom of God, because for this I was S 
sent forth.” And he continued faithful re- \  
gardless of what others did or failed to do. 5 
—Luke 4:43; 8:1; Mark 1:38. Ϊ

Jesus’ right viewpoint included having a Ϊ 
close personal relationship with his heavenly ί  
Father. He found delight in preaching God’s S 
kingdom because it provided him with oppor- Ϊ 
tunities to prove his unbreakable love for i  
God, thereby furnishing his Father a reply i  
to Satan’s taunt that humans will not serve \  
him out of love for him.—Job, chapters 1 and «■ 
2; Ps. 40:8; Prov. 27:11. ^

Jesus’ apostles likewise had the right view- S 
point of Kingdom preaching. ‘They left all \  
things and kept following Jesus’ to share in £ 
that work. ‘Without letup every day, in the i  
temple and from house to house they con- κ 
tinued teaching and declaring the good news 5 
about the Christ.’—Mark 10:28; Acts 5:42. i  

In the apostle Paul we have another fine S 
example of preaching God’s kingdom with κ
the right viewpoint. He had much of which f 
to boast after the flesh, but he gave it all i  
up to preach God’s kingdom. What a record ζ 
he made, as he tells it at 2 Corinthians 11:22- Jj 
33 and at Philippians 3:48־. Even when in \  
prison he kindly received “all those who came J 
in to him, preaching the kingdom of God to 5 
them and teaching the things concerning the Ϊ 
Lord Jesus Christ with the greatest freeness ί 
of speech, without hindrance.”—Acts 28:30, S 
31.* ΐ

In modern times, among the many exam- % 
pies that might be cited is that of the young ί  
American couple that had settled down in £ 
a fine home and were planning to raise a Ϊ 
family. Then one day the husband came home  ̂
and said to his wife: ‘Just what difference is % 
there between us and the people of Christen- \  
dom? We are contenting ourselves with mere  ̂
token service when there is nothing to keep S 
us from being in the full-time ministry. Let’s \

* For details see The W atchtower׳, March 15, 1970.
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AS TOLD BY CARLOS OTT

Germany and home. My 
cousin, who was a B ible 
Student, as Jehovah’s wit- 
nesses were then known, 
gave me one of C. T. Rus- 
sell’s booklets What Say the 

Scriptures About Hell? He 
promised to return the follow- 
ing week so we might talk 
about it some more. So great 
did my interest become that I 
wrote the Watch Tower Soci- 
ety’s office in Barmen-Elber- 
feld requesting one of every 
available book by R ussell. I 
also subscribed for the Watch 
Tower m agazine. W ithin a 
week I received four books, one 
of them being The Divine Plan 
of the Ages.

So engrossed was I in this 
book that I was still reading at 

four the following morning. My father, 
when he heard about it, scolded me, say- 
ing: “Stop reading so much . . . you are 
wasting too much electricity.” As I con- 
tinued my reading I began to see that a 
life of devotion to Jehovah God was re- 
quired. I learned, too, that the decision to 
dedicate one’s life to God could not prop- 
erly be made merely on the basis of emo- 
tion. It would mean a complete change in 
one’s way of life.

I WANTED TO PREACH
Having learned that others were spread- 

ing the good news of God’s kingdom by 
means of literature of the Watch Tower 
Society, I wanted to share in that work. 
But I did not feel sufficiently qualified. 
I really tried to get in touch with the Bi- 
ble Students. Finally I located a congre- 
gation in Nuremberg and began to study 
with them. Many of their number visited 
me and by conversation stirred up my de- 
sire to share the good news with others.

1VEN as a you n gster  I 
learned to have a deep re- 

spect for the name of the Great 
Creator, Jehovah. At home I had 
opportunity to read about that 
name in the Bible. And when 
I attended Lutheran religious 
services with my family I often 
felt deeply touched by songs that 
made use of that name. I wanted 
to praise that name, just as the 
inspired writer of Psalms invited 
fellow worshipers to do. (Ps. 66:
1, 2) But I did not know how.

In the quiet of our home in 
Bavaria, Germany, it  m ight 
seem that we would be far from the stress- 
es and strains of world developments, but 
in 1914 they began to affect us. War al- 
ready raged throughout much of Europe. 
Some were against it, though many fa- 
vored it; among them particularly the 
clergy. I can recall the Lutheran priest 
telling us from the pulpit that “if the gov- 
emment declares war . . .  it is because 
God’s will manifests itself in favor of it.” 

Like many other youths I had to go to 
the nearest city to join the army. On the 
way I had a conversation with my father. 
He did not agree with the priest’s view, 
and I can well recall his saying: “I don’t 
think it’s right for Lutherans to kill Lu- 
therans, and Catholics to kill Catholics.” 

In the trenches there was no time for 
spiritual thoughts. We seemed to be con- 
tinually on the move, transferring from 
one place to another until we got to the 
port of Reval (now Tallin) on the Baltic 
Sea. The days passed, and then came 1918 
and the Armistice. We sailed back to
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fifty-one years, I can testify that my con- 
fidence was not misplaced.

When the Society asked where I wished 
to serve, I suggested Ingolstadt, because 
I was interested in learning all about the 
organizational setup of a congregation of 
God’s people. Soon I was sent to northern 
Bavaria, and by 1922 a group of us pio- 
neers or full-time preachers of God’s Word 
had visited eight cities and established Bi- 
ble study centers, many of which devel- 
oped into active congregations of Jeho- 
vah’s witnesses later.

In May 1925, during a convention in 
Magdeburg, where the Society’s branch 
office was then located, President J. F. 
Rutherford asked me to go to Argentina, 
South America. Imagine what a thrill that 
was! Crossing the Atlantic to serve in ter- 
ritory where very little Kingdom work had 
yet been done! I was overjoyed.

I embarked on July 12 and arrived in 
Buenos Aires on July 26. Juan Muniz, the 
Society’s representative in Argentina, and 
two other Witnesses were awaiting my ar- 
rival. They had just received four tons of 
Bible tracts, and it was our job to distrib- 
ute them. We would get up early in the 
morning and by breakfast time we would 
have distributed thousands of tracts. These 
were put under doors and in other places 
where people would find them.

From our home, which was also a meet- 
ing place for Bible study, we organized 
the work of spreading the Kingdom mes- 
sage by house-to-house visits. Publications 
we used included the booklet Millions Now 
Living Will Never Die, the Photo-Drama 
of Creation in book form, The Divine Plan 
of the Ages, and The Harp of God. I en- 
joyed visiting schools, especially German 
schools, where we used to obtain the ad- 
dresses of the students—about 300 in two 
months’ time. The objective was to take 
to their parents the good news of the King- 
dom in their own language. Thrilling, too,
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I began passing on to members of my own 
family the things I was learning. Two of 
my sisters later joined me in association 
with the Bible Students. Very soon I was 
sharing in the distribution of literature 
from door to door, and even started visit- 
ing other nearby towns where we wit- 
nessed to the people and put on public 
Bible lectures.

Our campaign of Bible education an- 
gered the clergy and they incited the au- 
thorities against us. The police visited me 
and asked: “Who pays you to do this 
work?” I answered that nobody did, that 
I was doing it for God’s sake. They re- 
plied: “Do you think God is going to pay 
you for what you are doing?” “Yes,” I an- 
swered without hesitation, “I am positive 
about that, and that is why I am praising 
God openly.” My father, I recall, took my 
side in that discussion.

ENLARGING MY SERVICE
When I was privileged to attend a show- 

ing of the “Photo-Drama of Creation,” a 
slide-and-movie presentation of the Bible’s 
true-life story with appropriate commen- 
tary, it helped me to decide to dedicate 
myself to God and be his minister. That 
dedication I symbolized by water baptism 
on August 19, 1919. Though I was still 
helping my father on the farm, I started 
to think about a life of full-time service 
in the preaching ministry.

Finally I wrote the Society. Father 
thought I was being unrealistic and told 
me I would starve. My answer was that 
Jehovah had used ravens to feed the 
prophet Elijah (1 Ki. 17:6), that Jesus 
fed five thousand people with a few loaves 
of bread and some fish, and Luke 22:35 
relates that when Jesus asked his disciples 
whether they had experienced any want 
in his service, their answer was No. I 
trusted in Jehovah, and now, after some
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In 1949 President Knorr again visited 
Argentina, this time accompanied by his 
secretary, Milton Henschel. We planned an 
assembly in a centrally located facility in 
Buenos Aires, but the authorities, influ- 
enced by the clergy, denied us authoriza- 
tion. So we then arranged for the assem- 
bly in our own hall on the Society’s 
property. Again the police interfered, clos- 
ing down the assembly place and detaining 
some four hundred witnesses, including 
President Knorr, for several hours. This 
was just one of the many occasions when 
I was taken to the police station to ex- 
plain our work. If the clergy had had their 
way, we might have been the victims of 
hotter persecution. It was always a joy, 
however, to suffer in behalf of Jehovah’s 
truth.

BLESSING APPRECIATED
Throughout my course as one of Jeho- 

vah’s witnesses I have rejoiced to see the 
growth of the Kingdom work and of the 
organization that God has brought into 
existence among men for the very purpose 
of spreading the Kingdom good news. I 
can recall when we were just twenty King- 
dom publishers here, whereas now there 
are more than 18,700 W itnesses serving 
Jehovah unitedly here in Argentina. And 
I attended three international conven- 
tions in New York—one in 1953, one in 
1958, and most recently the one in 1963. 
How thankful I am to Jehovah for those 
extra blessings!

To me it is also still a great privilege to 
be able to live in this beautiful and com- 
fortable Bethel Home in Buenos Aires with 
many fellow Witnesses with whom I can 
still happily serve. True, I am now in my 
eighties and have undergone three opera- 
tions within a short period, so my strength 
is not what it once was. But through Je- 
hovah’s undeserved kindness I have the
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it was to see the first two of those German- 
speaking people step out to symbolize their 
dedication to Jehovah!

During some years I was sent to various 
parts of Argentina for the purpose of or- 
ganizing meetings for Bible discussion. 
Then, in 1928, I was assigned to Monte- 
video, Uruguay, where I was kept happily 
busy in the Kingdom work for ten years. 
In 1939 I was recalled to Argentina, and 
this time I was appointed as a pioneer min- 
ister and congregation overseer at Bahia 
Blanca. Following a year of service there, 
I was invited to serve in the Society’s 
branch office in Buenos Aires. My first job 
there was in the shipping department.

GIRDING FOR EXPANDED SERVICE
That we were living in a time when 

great things were due to happen, we were 
all quite certain. In 1945 we eagerly an- 
ticipated the visit of N. H. Knorr, the So- 
ciety’s president, to Argentina. He prom- 
ised to send some missionary graduates 
from the Society’s School of Gilead to help 
with the vastly expanding opportunities of 
the Kingdom-preaching work. Also, he told 
us that some local Witnesses would in due 
time be brought in to the Gilead School for 
training.

During that visit President Knorr ar- 
ranged for us to start the weekly course in 
Bible and speech training in all of the con- 
gregations in Argentina, an arrangement 
that has proved to be marvelously helpful 
in equipping Kingdom publishers in all 
parts of the country for their ministry. 
Personally I had the joy of establishing 
this training provision, known as the Theo- 
cratic Ministry School, in several congre- 
gations. At the same time the country 
was divided into districts or regions, with 
a district servant supervising each, and 
each district was subdivided into circuits, 
each comprising a group of congregations 
visited regularly by a circuit servant.
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old. If, on the basis of long experience, 
I am considered as one who can offer ma- 
ture Christian counsel, I would urge all 
in Jehovah’s organization, young and old, 
to keep on faithfully in the way they chose 
when they dedicated their lives to the lov- 
ing and merciful God. Just as I have been 
blessed in all of my years of Kingdom ac- 
tivity, so you too can enjoy the peace and 
satisfaction that derives from his favor.
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joy of continuing to serve to the fullest of 
my capacity. I am still able to get to the 
breakfast table each weekday morning to 
share with the Bethel Family in our daily 
discussion of a precious text from the Bible.

It is my earnest desire to carry on in 
Jehovah’s service, with his help, until he 
is disposed to grant me the heavenly in* 
heritance for which I have hoped. I have 
been young in his service and now I am

SEeWATCHTOWER

FROM. B l e s s i n g s
TAKING 

THE MINISTRY 
SERIOUSLY

IF YOU are a 
true Chris-  

tian m inister, 
yours is a high- 
ly favored posi- 
tion. You have 
a firm basis for 
your faith in Je- 
hovah God. You 
h a v e  a l s o  a 
bright hope for the future, God’s kingdom. 
—Heb. 11:6; Rev. 21:3, 4.

work? Is it a work 
that a person can ne- 
gleet and still gain  
God’s favor?

T h e C h r i s t i a n  
apostle Paul indicated 
the seriousness of the 
ministry when he en- 
couraged his fellow  
w o r k e r  T i m o t h y :  
“Pay constant atten- 
tion to yourself and 
to  y o u r  t e a c h i n g .  
Stay by these things, 

for by doing this you will save both your- 
self and those who listen to you.” The 
ministry is really that important! Sharing 
in it conscientiously can mean the differ- 
ence between enjoying eternally the bless- 
ings of God’s kingdom, and being cut off 
from life forever.—1 Tim. 4:16.

Servants of Jehovah God today are in a 
position similar to that of God’s prophet 
Ezekiel some 2,500 years ago. Ezekiel 
served as a watchman to warn the people 
of Jehovah’s coming judgments. Thus God 
told him: “O son of man, a watchman is 
what I have made you to the house of 
Israel, and at my mouth you must hear 
the word and give them warning from me. 
When I say to someone wicked, Ό  wicked 
one, you will positively die!’ but you ac- 
tually do not speak out to warn the wicked

But how deep is your concern for those 
with whom it is your privilege to share 
these good things? Are you really inter- 
ested in their eternal welfare? If you are, 
you will heed these instructions of Jesus 
Christ to his followers: “Go therefore and 
make disciples . . . teaching them to ob- 
serve all the things I have commanded 
you.” And you will take seriously the 
Bible’s command: “Preach the word, be 
at it urgently in favorable season, in 
troublesome season.”—Matt. 28:19, 20; 
2 Tim. 4:2.

SERIOUSNESS OF THE MINISTRY 
Really, how vital is it that God’s ser- 

vants share in this preaching and teaching
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she had before moving to this particular 
place.

In another instance a Christian minister 
thought of neglecting a certain not-at- 
home because on previous calls the house- 
holder was strongly opposed to the Bible’s 
message. Nevertheless, the effort was 
made to call, and to the surprise of the 
minister a new family had moved into the 
house. The minister reports:

“She invited me in. I gave her the Bible 
sermon and she subscribed for the Awake! 
magazine. I was able to start a Bible study 
with her on this initial call. Within three 
weeks she was attending the meetings at 
the Kingdom Hall. After seeing the So- 
ciety’s picture, ‘Proclaiming “Everlasting 
Good News,” ’ she discerned that the Wit- 
nesses did indeed have the right under- 
standing of God’s Word. She began shar-
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one from his way, he himself as a wicked 
one will die in his own error, but his blood 
I shall ask back at your own hand.”—Ezek. 
33:7, 8.

Today Christians also have a warning 
work to do. They are commissioned by God 
to warn of the approaching “great tribu- 
lation” that will annihilate this entire sys- 
tern of things and those who remain a part 
of it. Thus lives are involved. Not only the 
lives of those who are warned are at stake, 
but also the lives of God’s own servants 
who are commissioned to give the warning.

So because of the seriousness of the mat- 
ter, Christian ministers need to be thor- 
ough in their ministry. Are you? Do you 
really take your ministry seriously?

CALLING BACK ON NOT-AT-HOMES
Following the example of Jesus and his 

apostles, Christian ministers of Jeho- 
vah’s witnesses call on people at their 
homes. But what if no one is there? 
Would it really be taking the ministry 
seriously to forget persons living in 
those homes?

To find persons at home often in- 
volves calling at another time of the 
day. Why? Because as a matter of hab- 
it some people are not at home at cer- 
tain times, such as is the case with 
those who may go to church every Sun- 
day morning. So they will have to be 
reached on Sunday afternoons or at 
some other time of the week. If you 
are not in position to call at another time, 
you might arrange for a fellow minister 
to do so.

Illustrating the importance of trying to 
contact persons at every home is the case 
where no one was found at one house for 
three years. When finally someone was 
contacted it turned out to be a woman 
who had been waiting all that time for a 
Witness to call and resume the Bible study

f&eWATCHTOWER
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Truly, this impressed upon the young 
minister the importance of not giving up 
in making return visits. Think of the bless- 
ing he almost missed of helping this per- 
son onto the road to everlasting life! Are 
you missing similar blessings by failing to 
be persistent in efforts to find persons who 
have shown interest?

Making a similar point—that persistence 
often is needed even when interested per- 
sons are found—is another true-life experi- 
ence.

A minister placed two magazines with 
a family. Concerned, he made it a point 
to call back on them. On this call he was 
able to obtain a subscription for the 
Awake! magazine. By persisting in making 
return visits he was able, at the end of 
two months, to start a Bible study in their 
home. As the study began the parents 
asked the children to go to the next room 
so as not to disturb the study. However, 
the Christian minister, concerned for the 
spiritual welfare of the children also, sug- 
gested that they remain and join in the 
study; a suggestion greatly appreciated by 
the parents.

The minister further showed his con- 
cem  by inviting the family to attend the 
meetings of the Witnesses at their King- 
dom Hall. They readily accepted the invi- 
tation, and their attending these meetings 
resulted in their making still more prog- 
ress. So it was that within six months of 
the time the study of the Bible was started 
with this family, both parents took their 
stand for Jehovah God and his kingdom 
and dedicated their lives to serve Jehovah 
and were baptized.

If you are a Christian minister, do you 
call back whenever interest is shown? Do 
you persist in efforts to start a Bible 
study? You may enjoy similar blessings if 
you do.

On the other hand, failure to make a 
return visit when one has said one would
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ing in preaching the good news of the 
Kingdom and within six months of my 
first call on this ‘not-at-home׳ she sym- 
bolized her dedication to do Jehovah’s will 
by being baptized.”

Truly, many blessings have been en- 
joyed by Kingdom publishers who are 
thorough in their ministry. Can you see 
possibilities for contacting persons who 
previously were not at home?

MAKING RETURN VISITS
There is also the need to feel concern 

about calling back on all who manifest in- 
terest. The following true-life experience 
underscores the need to be persistent in 
trying to locate such persons.

A Christian minister placed two maga- 
zines with a young man who had just been 
discharged from the marines. He seemed 
to be searching for something better. Be- 
cause of this the minister who placed the 
magazines with him made it a point to 
call back. But not finding him at home, 
after a few tries he scratched the name 
off his list.

Then one day at a semiannual circuit 
assembly of Jehovah’s witnesses this min- 
ister met the man with another minister 
who had found him and had brought him 
to the assembly. Because of similarity of 
age and of other interests it was decided 
that the first minister study the Bible with 
him.

The ex-marine made rapid progress and 
soon was sharing in the Christian minis- 
try. Then one day, after the two had en- 
gaged in the house-to-house ministry, the 
minister was looking through his old rec- 
ords and found the name of this man 
scratched off his list as not interested be- 
cause he had not found him at home after 
a few tries. And here he was, sitting along- 
side him, himself one of Jehovah’s wit- 
nesses!
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herself is a zealous Christian minister and 
so is her husband.

And then there was the very earnest 
Roman Catholic man in the broadcasting 
profession. He had spent four years study- 
ing advanced mathematics at a university, 
but at heart he was searching for Bible 
truth. One day he went to the office of one 
of the executives where he worked to ask 
some questions about certain statements 
this executive was supposed to have made. 
The executive happened to be one of Je- 
hovah’s witnesses who had been doing 
some incidental witnessing, but who had 
been misquoted. He was glad to give this 
Roman Catholic searcher for truth the 
correct information. It was suggested that 
it would be best to discuss these things 
at home instead of on company time.

A few days later the man called again, 
asking the Witness when they could get 
together to discuss these things. Thus a 
call was arranged and several Bible study 
aids were placed with the man.

A week later he asked about attending 
one of the meetings, but since his work- 
day began at four in the morning he was 
able to stay for just the first meeting, the 
Theocratic Ministry School. He found it 
so interesting, the students so confident 
and knowledgeable and the school servant 
so instructive that he could hardly believe 
his ears. When asked how he enjoyed it, 
he said: “I've never seen such friendly, 
confident people . . . even the children.”

He asked about the next meeting and 
was told it was Sunday morning. As the 
man’s wife was away for a few weeks, the 
Witness invited him for lunch after the 
meeting. The result was that they carried 
on a discussion from 2 to 11:30 p.m., dur- 
ing which time he also obtained more Bi- 
ble study aids as well as the Yearbook of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses. He attended the 
Tuesday night and Thursday night con-
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may cause real disappointment. Thus a 
minister placed two Bible study aids with 
a woman and promised to call back. But 
for some reason he failed to take his own 
word seriously. He may have felt that so 
often he had called back on others with- 
out finding any interest. However, be that 
as it may, it so happened that this woman 
was different. She was interested—so 
much so that she at once read the books.

Disappointed that the minister did not 
call back as he had promised, this woman 
wrote the publishers of the books, the 
Watch Tower Society, telling of her in- 
terest and requesting that someone call 
on her. The Society sent the letter to 
the congregation in whose assigned terri- 
tory the householder lived. When the min- 
ister heard about the letter, and recog- 
nized that the woman was one of his calls, 
how did he feel? Well, he certainly saw 
the need to take his ministry more seri- 
ously!

INCIDENTAL WITNESSING
And what about incidental witnessing 

—talking to people about God’s purposes 
wherever and whenever you happen to 
meet them in your daily course of life? 
Those who are alert to do this often have 
many outstanding joys and blessings. Thus 
a Puerto Rican missionary began witness- 
ing to a college student while sharing a 
taxi ride with him. That incidental wit- 
ness started the young man on the way 
to life. Today he is a servant in a congre- 
gation.

One day at her secular place of employ- 
ment a Christian minister heard a woman 
say that socialism was the only answer to 
world problems. This gave the Witness an 
opportunity to tell the woman about the 
Kingdom hope she had. Soon these discus- 
sions at work led to a regular Bible study 
in the home. In a few months the woman 
began to witness to others and today she

SEeWATCHTOWER

CAEKAERT/MAPLEY 000384

Case 1:20-cv-00052-SPW   Document 341-29   Filed 04/11/24   Page 30 of 33



B r o o k l y n , N .Y .

hours of his secular work he is able to 
take the lead in midweek witnessing. When 
his wife went away for a few weeks he 
had not begun studying. When she re- 
turned he was already a dedicated Chris- 
tian minister of God, and waiting to be 
baptized. It was almost too much for her, 
but it was not many studies before she was 
telling her relatives about the wonderful 
things she had been learning from the 
Bible. Yes, what marvelous blessings can 
come from incidental witnessing!

So, if you are a Christian minister, take 
your ministry seriously. Try to reach all 
those who are not at home when you first 
call while going from house to house with 
the good news. Make return visits wher- 
ever persons show interest in God’s pur- 
poses. And do not overlook the many 
opportunities for incidental witnessing. Re- 
member, he that sows bountifully will also 
reap bountifully.—2 Cor. 9:6.

with his lips.” A person can be enticed with his 
lips just as with his eyes or hands in that any 
of these organs can allow him to be tempted 
and drawn into evil ways. (Matt. 5:27-29) One 
enticed with his lips is led astray into trouble 
because his mouth is open in speaking what- 
ever he hears. He has no protection, for he 
does not control his speech. King David ob- 
served: “I will guard my ways to keep from 
sinning with my tongue. I will set a muzzle as a 
guard to my own mouth.” (Ps. 39:1) The person 
that “is enticed with his lips” is just the opp0· 
site; he seldom keeps anything confidential. 
Proverbs 20:19 counsels, “You must have no 
fellowship” with him, for he can cause you 
just as much trouble as a slanderer.

There are actually two aspects of this topic 
of confidential matters. The latter half of Prov- 
erbs 20:19 focuses on one of them. The advice 
basically is to be careful as to the one to whom 
you entrust confidential matters. Sometimes a 
person has certain private information or plans 
that he does not want made public at present. 
Perhaps he tells these to an acquaintance, ex-
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gregational meetings during the following 
week, even taking part in them.

The next Sunday it was much the same 
—meetings and luncheon, followed by a 
study in the book The Truth That Leads 
to Eternal Life from 2 to 11:30. That 
Wednesday they completed the study in 
the Truth book, upon which he asked, 
“What prevents me from getting bap- 
tized?” It was suggested that he get in 
touch with the congregation overseer, 
which he did. He soon completed reading 
the books ״ Your Word Is a Lamp to My 
Foot” and Life Everlasting—in Freedom 
of the Sons of God. Within three weeks 
from when he began the study in the 
Truth book—not six months—he was bap- 
tized!

The person continues as a zealous Chris- 
tian witness of Jehovah, averages from 
forty to sixty hours a month, mostly in 
door-to-door preaching. Because of the

•  What is the meaning of Proverbs 20:19, and 
how does this apply to a Christian’s keeping 
certain matters confidential?—E. M., U.S.A.

The verse in question reads: “He that is going 
about as a slanderer is uncovering confidential 
talk; and with one that is enticed with his lips 
you must have no fellowship.” The first part is 
quite plain. A slanderer is a person who inten- 
tionally spreads harmful talk designed to put 
someone in a bad light. Often to accomplish 
this he deliberately makes public and distorts 
things that were supposed to be kept confiden- 
tial.

The second portion of the text is somewhat 
parallel, but it deals with “one that is enticed
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be kept confidential and the one who publicized 
i t  On the other hand, how the bond of love 
between mates is strengthened when each sees 
that the other is worthy of full trust in regard 
to personal or family matters. (Eph. 5:25, 28) 
Children also can be taught to use discretion 
about repeating things they hear discussed 
within the family circle.

In one’s relationship as a close friend or 
business associate a person sometimes knows 
of things of a confidential nature. It would be 
impossible to set any rules on just what should 
be kept confidential in these relationships. But 
a person can keep in mind that one strong 
binding force between close friends is mutual 
trust. (Prov. 18:24) If in your mind there is 
any question as to whether something your 
friend told you can be mentioned to others, it 
is best not to, or at least not until you have his 
permission. The same general view holds tine 
in business matters, keeping in mind that one 
could severely hurt one’s employer economically 
by revealing confidential business plans. The 
Scriptures urge those in the relationship of 
employees to exhibit “good fidelity to the full.” 
—Titus 2:9, 10.

Other situations that should be considered 
involve the Christian congregation. In each 
congregation of Jehovah’s witnesses there are 
mature ministers appointed to care for various 
assignments. (1 Tim. 3:2,12) As they discharge 
their duties they often are told about confiden- 
tial things, and it is essential that they respect 
this confidence. For instance, James 5:13-16 
shows that a member of the congregation who 
has some spiritual problem, perhaps even hav- 
ing committed a sin, should go to the spiritual- 
ly older men for help. Isaiah 32:2 prophetically 
pictured these men as places of comfort and 
protection. What a fine thing it is to be able to 
explain one’s problem and get balanced spiritual 
help, and at the same time have full confidence 
that the matter will not become general knowl- 
edge in the congregation or community.
 Those mature ministers will not discuss even׳

with their wives and close friends what they 
thus learn in confidence. They know that if 
they did so it would undermine respect for their 
positions; it would make individuals hesitant 
to come to them; yes, in time it might even 
make it impossible for them to fulfill their role 
as spiritual shepherds. Another reason why 
they maintain this confidence is so as to avoid
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pecting that one to keep the matters confiden- 
tial, and he may even request as much. Later 
he learns that the second person spread to 
others the private information that was of no 
real concern to them. The wise man will learn 
from such an experience with an acquaintance 
and determine accordingly how much he will 
say in the future.

However, without in any way excusing the 
habitual betrayer of confidences, it must be ad- 
mitted that all humans are imperfect. The dis- 
ciple James wrote: “The tongue, not one of 
mankind can get it tamed.” (Jas. 3:8) Even per- 
sons with the best of intentions occasionally 
make mistakes and unintentionally mention or 
hint about things that they know ought to be 
kept private. Thus, a degree of responsibility 
rests on the person himself who has a matter 
that he does not want made public. ׳The more 
persons to whom one tells a confidential matter, 
the greater is the possibility that it will become 
general knowledge. And when one tells such a 
matter to a person who has proved himself to 
be “one that is enticed with his lips” the possi- 
bility becomes a probability.

The other important aspect of this topic is 
that of personally being trustworthy. Proverbs 
25:9, 10 recommends this, saying: “Plead your 
own cause with your fellow man, and do not 
reveal the confidential talk of another; that the 
one listening may not put you to shame and the 
bad report by you can have no recall.” So there 
is a stigma affixed to the one who needlessly 
and without authorization reveals information 
that he was expected to keep confidential. And 
once a private matter has been publicized, there 
is no recalling it despite all the complications 
to which it may lead.

Let us consider some situations and relation- 
ships in life that bring to one’s attention pri- 
vate information.

A husband and wife, being “one flesh,” are 
aware of many family matters, plans or weak- 
nesses that are understood to be confidential. 
(Matt. 19:5) If either mate got into the habit 
of thoughtlessly telling other people such 
things, many problems could result. For exam- 
pie, perhaps a husband kiddingly comments to 
others about an unusual personality trait his 
wife has. When this gets back to the wife, she 
easily might be offended. Though this is just an 
illustration, it shows how a wedge can come 
between the mate who expected the matter to
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 As a consequence, Samson suffered (־16:1517
personally and he also temporarily hurt the 
cause of true worship by depriving Israel of his 
leadership. (Judg. 16:20, 21) Surely no Christian 
relative or friend today wants to copy Delilah's 
example.

,There may be an occasion when the presiding 
minister announces to the congregation that its 
representatives have had to expel an unrepen־ 
tant sinner or had to offer strong discipline to 
someone because of his unchristian conduct. 
The members of the congregation are informed 
so that they can avoid that one altogether or 
be careful in his presence, as the case may re- 
quire. (1 Cor. 5 : 1 1 2  Thess. 3:14, 15) But ־13; 
they should not try to ferret out all the details. 
Those are confidential and ought to be kept as 
such.

How thankful we can be that Jehovah pro- 
vided in his Word perfect counsel on this vital 
topic. He had recorded, for example, the prov- 
erb: “The one walking about as a slanderer 
is uncovering confidential talk, but the one 
faithful in spirit is covering over a matter.״ 
(Prov. 11:13) He obviously knew that it was a 
common failing of imperfect human nature to 
talk about confidential matters that should be 
kept private. But by calling attention to this 
danger He helps all who want to please Him 
to guide their steps in a way that will encour- 
age peace, friendship and unity.

224
burdening others. For instance, if a man tells 
his wife some confidential matter related to his 
ministerial duties, she is put under pressure to 
maintain that confidence. Is that fair to her as 
the “weaker vessel1) ?״  Pet. 3:7) Even if in a 
moment of weakness she out of curiosity asked 
her husband what took place or why he was 
speaking with a certain person, the loving and 
correct course is for him to say kindly that it is 
a confidential matter regarding the congrega־ 
tion. In that way she does not have to carry 
unnecessary mental burdens. And if someone 
asks her about the matter, she can honestly say 
that she does not know the details.

All in the congregation should cooperate with 
the appointed servants by not trying to obtain 
the details on such confidential matters. Hu- 
mans are somewhat curious by nature, and we 
usually like to learn new things. This is not 
bad. The number of new points about the Bible 
and the Christian ministry that we can learn 
and share with others is limitless. (Phil. 4:8) 
Yet we need to keep our curiosity in check when 
it comes to things that are confidential. Remem־ 
ber Samson and Delilah. When he would not 
tell her a secret that related to his theocratic 
assignment, she said in effect, *You don't love 
me.' And “because she pressured him with her 
words all the time and kept urging him, his 
soul got to be impatient to the point of dying. 
Finally he disclosed to her all his heart." (Judg.
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