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72

We must make a sincere request for it with a
right heart and act in harmony with God's
requirements (dedication, baptism, etc.) (Luke
11:9-13; Acts 15:8; 5:32)

We must ‘circumcise heart by spirit,’ clearing out
obstructions rising from the heart in wrong
desires and motives (pride, jealousy, etc.),
ghich cause unresponsiveness to spirit (Rom.

:29) .

We must allow free flow through all channels of
operation such as: personal study of inspired
Word (Josh. 1:8; Ps. 1:2); hearing word
preached by ministers with spirit (1 Cor. 14:
4); engaging in preaching service under direc-
tion of holy spirit (Acts 1:8); association at
congregation meetings where is by
spirit (Heb. 10:24, 25); prayer for assistance
in connection with problems when we are not
sure what God’'s will is (Rom. 8:26, 27; Jas.
1:5)

To retain free flow of spirit, we must avoid “griev-

ing,” “resisting”--or ‘outraging’ it by acting in
some way that is contrary to the purpose for
which God is using it (Eph. 4:30; Acts 7:51;
Heb. 10:26-29; 1 Thess. 4:7,8) .

Such a course could lead to spirit’s withdrawal
and evidence of spiritual weakening and slug-
gishness (1 Sam. 16:14; Ps. 51:11)

“Fruitage of the spirit” would also be missing

No, 27 - First Saturday, 10:40

KINGDOM MINISTRY SCHOOL COURSE

Reluctance to make room for flow of spirit
through any one of its channels of operation
could “allow place for the Devil” (Eph. 4:26,
27, 30; 1 Tim. 4:1)

Where problems arise, cause producing with-
drawal of spirit must be determined by over-
seers to help (2 Pet. 1:5-8)

Congregation does not function as a worldly
business, dependent mainly on efficiency of
its administrators; rather, it prospers when
God'’s spirit operates freely in the lives of its
members

Jehovah's spirit does not make miraculous mani-
festations through us today, but its leadings are
manifest to those who look for them with appre-
ciation

The more we bring our lives into harmony with
the inspired Word and the leadings of God's
spirit, the fuller our ‘spiritual life’ becomes,
leading to everlasting life, whether in the flesh
grsins'ghe spirit (Heb. 12:9-11; Gal. 6:8; Rom.

MAIN POINT: God's holy spirit continues to
operate marvelously today, accomplishing Jeho-
vah's will. We should seek it and work in harmony
with it

SOURCES: ms 466-468; w68 415, 416; w70 447, 44%-
w7l 501-505; ad 1542-1546

TEACHING SUGGESTION: Lecture

How Bible Laws Are Administered

PROPER VIEWPOINT OF BIBLE LAW

Law is defined as the principles and regulations
issuing from a superior authority. Simply
stated, it is ‘a rule of conduct or action’

Theocratic laws are supreme, emanating from
God and also enforced by him (Isa. 33:22;
Acts 5:29)

God's law commands obedience to what is right
and forbids what is wrong; while some of God's
expressions are stated formally as command-
ments, any expression of divine will should be
viewed as law, in that such establish a rule of
action for us

We should not view as law only those commands
to which are attached sanctions that are im-
mediately enforced (Ps. 119:105-112)

God’s laws are perfect, trustworthy, upright,
clean, pure, true, more precious than gold or
silver, sweeter than honey; in the keeping of
them there is great reward (Ps. 19:7-11;
1 John 5:3)

Bible law embraces the regulations, principles,
decisions, judgments and decrees that are found
in the Bible

They constitute divine law, God's written law
Man’s laws may or may not be contrary to Bible
laws (Matt. 22:17-21; Acts 4:19; 5:29)

Greek Scriptures do not set forth a law code bu!
show the pattern for Christian life, which i:
as a law to us

MAN’S RESPONSIBILITY TO OBEY
DIVINE LAWS

Man is made in the image of God, possessin:
powers of observation, intelligence and reason-
ing sufficient to learn from God’s past dealings
with mankind

The record of what God has done in the pas!
constitutes a standard or guide in the absenc:
of a written law or formal decrees (Rom. 1:20:

Various aspects of divine action from Adam
through Noah’s day could be observed: Ma:
was given headship over woman, Adam beinc
created first; mankind was given work to do:
ownership rights were to be respected, as in-
dicated by the restriction as to a tree in Eden:
lying was shown to bring bad effects; Cain
was banished for murder; because of marn-
kind’s violence God brought the Flood, bui
righteous ones were preserved alive and blessed

Prosperity and divine blessing on patriarchs whe
shunned idolatry and worshiped Jehovah could
be observed by others (Gen. 35:1-12; Job
31:26-28; 42:12, 13)
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HOW BIBLE LAWS ARE ADMINISTERED 73

Prior to specific legislation against adultery,
Joseph recognized that it was “sin against
God"” (Gen. 39:7-9)

Man is gifted with the inherent faculty of con-
science—that inward sense of right and wrong
that excuses or accuses one (Rom. 2:14, 15)

We today, as enlightened slaves of God, are re-
sponsible to learn, uphold and obey Bible laws
(Matt. 4:4; Heb. 2:1-4)

LAW OF THE CHRISTIAN
SYSTEM OF THINGS

Christians are not under the Mosaic law, but
gnge;' the “law of the Christ” (Gal. 6:2; 1 Cor.

4 |
The Mosaic law is filled with guiding principles
from God, but it is not by that Law covenant
that Christians gain salvation (Col. 2:13, 14)

The ‘law of Christ’ embrdces the whole scope of
a Christian's life and work; it is law that
originates with Jehovah himself (John 12:49)
The law of Christ is the “law of faith” (Rom.
3:27), because a righteous standing with God
depends on faith in Christ; obedience must
be motivated by faith (Rom. 14:23)
Christian law focuses primary attention on our
relation to Jehovah (Matt.#4:10), then on
faith in Jesus Christ and submission to him
(1 John 3:23; Col. 1:18); next on our re-
lationship with fellow Christians (John 13:34,
35; Heb. 10:24, 25); and, finally, on our obli-
gation toward unbelievers (1 Pet. 2:13-15;
Rom. 1:14, 15)

_Laﬁv of Christian system shows what is in the

eart

Of those in new covenant, law is said to be in-
scribed “in their heart”; we need to be sure
that it is in our hearts (Jer. 31:33; 2 Cor. 3:3)

There are very few commands the breaking of
which is sufficient reason for expelling one
from the congregation

Hence, we are judged not only on our attitude
toward these few that bring obvious sanc-
tions, but also on how we really view all the
other commands of God (Eccl. 8:11-13)

A person may attend meetings, share in field
service and refrain from doing anything for
which he could be disfellowshiped, but much
more is required to have God's approval
One who retains a love for the world may not

be barred from the congregation, but will he
get eternal life? (1 John 2:15-17)

A person may never have committed actual for-
nication or adultery, but what is in his heart?
(Matt. 5:28)

We may never commit an overt act against our
brothers, but do we truly love them? (Rom.
14:13-15; Jas. 2:15, 16; 1 John 3:14, 15)

We may say that we love Jehovah, but is our
love really of the kind that he requires?
(Luke 10:25-28)

If we are given assignments that do not please
us, do we grumble or quit, or do we prove
that we really meant it when we said to God
we would be his willing slaves? (Rev. 4:11;
Ps. 110:3; 1 Thess. 1:9)

Law of Christian system does not reject as con-
demned those who truly love what is right, even
though sinful inclinations at times overtake
them (Rom. 8:1, 2; 1 John 1:9; 2:1, 2)

ADMINISTRATORS OF BIBLE LAWS

Jehovah’s laws are enforced through wvarious
agencies: natural processes; secular authorities;
husbands and fathers; elders in Christian con-
gregation; the “faithful and discreet slave”
represented by its governing body and appointed
agencies; the angels; and Christ Jesus

Those with “spiritual qualifications” should help
a fellow Christian who has inadvertently gone
wrong; Christian obligation to do so (Gal. 6:1,
2; Jas. 5:19, 20)

Cases that involve simple personal differences can
be handled by individuals concerned or with
help of one of elders; not all matters reguire
attention of a congregational judicial committee
(1 Cor. 625)

Elders empowered as judges within the congre-
gation to render decisions based on Bible laws
(1 Cor. 5:12, 13; 6:1-6)

The elders are appointed by holy spirit; the laws
they must apply are God’s (Deut. 1:16, 17;
Isa. 1:26)

These administrators of Bible law should be
viewed with due respect, and as a loving pro-

vision of Jehovah (1 Tim. 5:17; 1 Thess.
5:12, 13)

The governing body representing the “faithful and
discreet slave” has special responsibility in di-
recting the administration of Bible laws today
among Jehovah's Christian witnesses. They act
in a capacity like that of the first-century gov-
erning body of the Christian congregation
(Acts 15:2, 6, 22, 23)

HOW BIBLE LAW IS ADMINISTERED

Much effort is put forth to educate us in the
divine law, to help us bring our lives into line
c?th (liod’s requirements
unsel is given regularly on a congregational
and personal basis as a loving provision of
Jehovah; we need to get His law in our minds
and in our hearts (Rom. 12:2; Heb. 10:16)
Our conscience plays a part in personal applica-
tion of Bible law and needs to be trained in it
An elder needs to be outstanding in his knowledge
of Bible law and his ability to apply it

If someone commits a wrong “before he is aware

of it,” loving help is given in a spirit of mildness
to readjust him (Gal, 6:1, 2)

CAEKAERT/MAPLEY 000556



Case 1:20-cv-00052-SPW Document 341-10 Filed 04/11/24 Page 5 of 22

74 KINGDOM MINISTRY SCHOOL COURSE

Nevertheless, adverse consequences to wrong-
doers are not completely eliminated (Gal. 6:7)

If a person starts on a course that is in direct con-
flict with divine law, an effort is made to help
}213im get straightened out (Titus 3:10, 11; Jude

)

In some flagrant cases it is necessary for elders
to reprove “with sevgrity" to restore a healthy
and strong faith (Titus 1:10, 13)

Some, though not expelled from the congrega-
tion, may prove themselves to be undesirable
company in a social way (2 Thess, 3:14, 15)

If serious wrongdoing affecting the congregation
is reported, a hearing before the judicial com-
mittee is held

The judicial committee seeks, not only to uphold
Jehovah’s justice and protect the congregation
against corrupting influences, but also to do
everything possible to readjust the wrongdoer
and help him to make straight paths for his
feet (Heb. 12:12, 13) ) ' .

Where repentance is lacking their merciful
efforts cannot rightly continue toward him

No. 28 - Second Monday, 9:10

BLESSINGS AND BENEFITS
FROM ADMINISTRATION OF BIBLE LAW
By applying Bible law in our own life we receive
blessings from Jehovah; such application brings

peace of mind with contentment (Ps. 1:1-3;
Prov. 3:1, 2, 13-18)

In the congregation, administration of Bible law
brings peace and unity, makes for strength and
%:Il‘oré‘t)h (Acts 15:22, 30, 31; 16:4, 5; Eph. 4:

Our willing application of Bible law makes Je-
hovah’s heart glad, like that of a father with
a loving obedient son (Prov. 27:11)

MAIN POINT: Elders must administer Bible laws
in the congregation with love and mercy toward
their brothers and out of fear of Jehovah, the

Universal Sovereign, the One whom they repre-
sent

SOURCES: aed 1035-1037, 1045-1047; or 58; w70 393409
TEACHING SUGGESTION: Lecture

Helping Men in the Congregation

JEHOVAH DIRECTS ATTENTION
TO THE FAMILY UNIT

Family is a basic unit of human society, reflection
of grand family of God (Job 38:7; Acts 17:28;
Eph. 3:14, 15) -

Jehovah gave attention to the family unit and
its integrity by direction in Fifth Command-
ment, the “first command with a promise”
(Deut. 5:16; Eph. 6:2)

Inspired Scriptures have foretold vicious attack
on family institution—must work hard to keep
it intact (1 Tim. 4:1-3; 2 Tim. 3:1-5)

What are you personally doing to guide your
own family in pure worship?

You cannot expect perfection; yet should work
to improve your own family and thus be in
Eossigion to help other families (1 Tim. 3:1,

RESPONSIBILITIES OF HEADSHIP

In Hebrew society father was head of household;
it was a patriarchal, not matriarchal, society
The father served as guardian, decision maker,
judge and priest for his family (Gen. 12:7, 8;
31:32; Job 1:5)
He had the responsibility to teach God’s princi-
ples to his family and to follow Jehovah's pat-
tern of loving care (Deut. 6:6, 7; Gen. 18:19)

Headship of man in the family arrangement is
clearly shown at 1 Corinthians 11:3, yet man
is in subjection to God and Christ

Headship of man does not mean he is indepen-
dent and without need to recognize a head

over him. Rather, he is obliged to follow di-
rection and pattern set by his head, Christ
(1 John 2:6)

Man given headship over woman because
(1) man was created first (1 Tim. 2:12, 13)
(2) woman was created from the man and for
the man (Gen. 2:18, 22, 23; 1 Cor. 11:8, 9)

Headship includes responsibility of making final
decisions and providing oversight and care for
the family, both in material and spiritual mat-
ters (Eph. 5:23-27; 1 Tim. 5:8)

Example set by Christ with Christian congrega-
tion to be followed by husbands; in dealing with
wife should lovingly consider her mental, emo-
tional and physical makeup (Eph. 5:28-33;
1 Pet. 3:7) =

Elders should exercise headship over wives in love,
showing same quality to children, not irritating
them (Col. 3:19; Eph. 6:1-4)

In presiding over your household, are you “rea-
sonable, not belligerent,” as an overseer in the
congregation must be? (1 Tim. 3:3)

Obviously one should not be constantly belittling
family members for what they do, but must
?ﬁ? their feelings into consideration (Eph.

Are you a loving family head, not the harsh, boss
type? Do you in your leadership set a fine
spiritual example?

EDUCATION AT THE FAMILY LEVEL

Husband or father responsible to take the lead in
family instruction and training for life
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No. 30 - Second Monday, 2:10

Jehovah's Progressive Organization

EARTHLY ARRANGEMENT TO CONTINUE

Counting from the creation of the first man,
Adam, in the early autumn of 4026 B.C.E.,
6,000 years of man’s existence on earth will
evidently end by the mid-1970's

But faithful mankind and Jehovah'’s governmental
arrangements for the earth will continue and
progress on into the endless future

JEHOVAH HAS ALWAYS HAD
SOME FAITHFUL WITNESSES
ON THE EARTH

A long line of faithful men recorded in Hebrews
11:1-40 -

Abel was the first faithful witness (Gen. 4:4;
Heb. 11:4) |

Nation of Israel became organized as a ‘“chosen
people” in 1513 B.C.E. with 'a theocratic gov-
ernment founded on the Law covenant as a
constitution (Ex. 19:5-9)

Following the rejection of the;promised Messiah
by the Jewish congregation, Jehovah’s use of
the newly established Christian congregation
became manifest (Matt. 21:33-43)

Heavenly direction of the Christian congregation
was shown by the outpouring of holy spirit
at Pentecost, 33 C.E. (Acts 2:1-4)

Anointing by spirit was extended to Gentiles in
36 C.E. (Acts 10:44, 45)

Centuries of spiritual darkness characterized the
long period of apostasy or falling away after
the death of the faithful apostles by 100 C.E.

“Man of lawlessness,”” apostate leaders of Chris-
tendom, developed (2 Thess. 2:3, 4)

Organized during the fourth century, Christen-
dom reached its peak during the “Dark Ages”

But true Christianity was not snuffed out; as
foretold, both “wheat” (true Christians) and
“weeds” (imitation Christians) continued to
grow until the “harvest” (Matt. 13:30, 36-43)

THE PROGRESS OF JEHOVAH’S
MODERN-DAY ORGANIZATION

From the 1870's onward, God’s modern-day
“faithful and discreet slave” class began to be
manifest and to be restored to spiritual wake-
fulness. -

The turning from religious confusion was given
Impetus as the result of a searching study of
the Bible by Charles Taze Russell; interest was
aroused in the invisible return of Christ

In July 1879, the first issue of Zion’s Watch Tower
and Herald of Christ’s Presence was published
In 1909 its name was changed to The Waich
Tower and Herald of Christ’s Presence and in

1939 to its present name, The Waichiower,
Announcing Jehovah’s Kingdom

Congregations, called “ecclesias,” were established
in the late 1870’s

They were loosely structured, with elders being
chosen by elections, but all were receiving the
same spiritual food through the Watch Tower
and certain bound volumes

The headquarters building, called the “Bible
House,” was built in the Allegheny section of
Pittsburgh in 1889

It served as headquarters until 1909, when build-
ings were acquired in Brooklyn

A “Society” was organized in 1881 to expand the
distribution of printed material; this was legally
incorporated in 1884 and is now called Watch
Tower Bible and Tract Society of Pennsylvania

Other corporations were formed to operate in
various places, such as, in 1909, the one now
known as Watchtower Rible and Tract Society
of New York, Inc., and International Bible
Students Association formed in England in
1914, etc.

These all serve as instruments of the “faithful
and discreet slave” class and its governing
body (Matt. 24:45-47)

A great public preaching activity characterized
the modern progressive organization
The Waich Tower carried the stirring call:
“Wanted 1000 Preachers”; also an article en-
Ei{leld “Anointed to Preach,” based on Isaiah
Magazines and books were printed by com-
mercial firms
“Publishers” shared in distributing literature
part time, while “colporteurs” did so full
time and gave the message wide distribution
by offering sets of volumes

Basic truths of God’s Word were made clear again,
Bible chronology was carefully studied and the
annual Memorial celebration was restored

Doctrines such as the ransom, soul, resurrection,
condition of the dead and others were properly
explained from the Bible; Trinity and im-
mortality of human souls were exposed as false

As far back as 1876, Brother Russell Scripturally
demonstrated that the year 1914 would mark
the end of the ‘Gentile Times’' or “appointed
times of the nations” (Luke 21:24)

The Memorial was seen to be an “Anniversary
%lpper," to be celebrated once a year on Nisan

Opposition to Jehovah’s Kingdom interests and
its governmental direction, both from within
the congregation and outside thereof, was met
by going on the offensive spiritually, with good
results (Acts 5:39)

CAEKAERT/MAPLEY 000562



Case 1:20-cv-00052-SPW Document 341-10 Filed 04/11/24 Page 7 of 22

No. 32 - Second Monday, 4:30

Readjusting Your Erring Brother

NEED FOR READJUSTMENT

Jehovah's will is that his servants reflect his fine
qualities in attitude, word and action (Matt.
5:44-48; Eph. 5:1, 2) :

Being imperfect, humans fall short of God’s
glory and do not reflect his image perfectly
(Rom. 3:23)

True Christians, including elders, sin (Jas. 3:2;
1 John 1:8)

Readjustment needed in case of all in order to
reflect Jehovah’s fine qualities to greater
degree

‘To readjust,’ as used in Scripture, means ‘to bring
to a proper state or position,’ ‘to fit things to a
certain standard,” ‘to restore’ .

Whenever we err, we must again be brought in
line with Jehovah’s  standard as set forth in
the Bible

Not only may adjusting be necessary when some
backsliding is involved, but also to bring one’s
thinking initially into harmony with Jehovah'’s
viewpoint on certain matters

Counsel and discipline based on God’s Word
serve to bring about adjustment in our attitude
and our conduct; proper response works to our
benefit, but resentment can be injurious (Prov.
6:23; Heb. 12:5-11)

“Gifts in men” (elders) are entrusted with the
responsibility to readjust members of congre-
gation (Eph. 4:11, 12)

We must be willing and alert to give aid (Acts
20:31: 1 Pet. 512, 3)

Should avoid becoming busybodies, prying into
other people’s affairs, making issue of minor
matters and imposing own standards on others
(Rom. 14:1-12)

Wrong to be suspicious and to ascribe bad mo-
tives to brothers; love does not suspect or dis-
believe brothers unless sound evidence is
available that they are wrong (1 Cor. 13:7;
Heb. 6:7-9)

WHEN SOMEONE TAKES A FALSE STEP
BEFORE HE IS AWARE OF IT

Important to realize why those wanting to serve
Jehovah may take false steps

Sin at work in body members of all (Rom. 7:18-
20)

QOutside pressures at work or school may make it
more difficult to keep sinful flesh in check,
causing one to slip into wrongdoing

Bad association may gradually cause wrong de-
sires to take root in heart (1 Cor. 15:33)

May lack Bible knowledge

Anxieties of life can become major concern and
begin choking out appreciation for spiritual
things (Matt. 6:33, 34; 13:22)

Individual may know certain course is wrong but

circumstances are such that, without pre-
meditation, he slips into it before he is aware
of it

One who slips into wrong course needs help to
recover himself from weakness leading to his
wrongdoing (Gal. 6:1)

To be of help, elder must hate wrong but have
love and compassion for wrongdoer, earnestly
desiring to aid him (2 Cor. 7:8-13; 12:14, 15,
20, 21; Jude 23) )

Dealing harshly with erring one will not get
best results; can cause him to resent counsel
or discipline and not give it serious con-
sideration it deserves; or it could crush him,
as he may already feel very bad about what
he has done

Mildness is in order when erring one was not
deliberate but got caught unawares in Satan's
trap (2 Tim. 2:24-26)

_ Domestic animal caught in trap can be freed
by being ripped out, but such action would
further injure it

Better to free animal from trap as gently as
possible; same is true of Christian caught
in Devil's snare

Jesus set kind example in handling a heated
dispute (Luke 22:24-27) .

G050d1 )not to be severe with older ones (1 Tim.

In giving help, elders must be careful ‘to keep eve
on themselves, for fear they also may be
tempted’

Elders cannot allow themselves to condone wronz
or minimize it; must continue to hate what
is bad (Jude 22, 23)

If someone of opposite sex involved, elder has to
be very careful that he does not yield to
temptation to become emotionally involved
with erring one

WHAT TO DO “IF YOUR BROTHER
COMMITS A SIN” AGAINST YOU

Certain minor wrongs can and ought to be over-
looked and forgiven (Eph. 4:32)

Nevertheless, if a brother is doing something that
might injure his relationship with Jehovah, the
loving thing would be to help him

Deliberate failure to reprove a brother when that
is definitely needed to restore him is tanta-
mount to hating him, not caring about his life
interests (Lev. 19:17; 1 John 3:15; Prov. 27:5)

Deliberate failure to give needed reproof can
cause one to become bloodguilty before Je-
hovah, as individual is being deprived of some-
t21_17i}ng necessary to gain salvation (Acts 20:26,
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READJUSTING YOUR ERRING BROTHER 85

Certain sins committed against you personally
cannot be overlooked
Such serious sins may involve fraud, slander, etc.
When certain that a serious sin has actually been
committed against you, you are under obliga-
tion to go to erring brother and “lay bare his
gasullts)bemeen you and him alone” (Matt.
Should he recognize his error, agree to rectify it
and repentantly seek your forgiveness, you
would rightly forgive him; your action would
result in ‘gaining him’ in the sense of aiding
him to remain in the congregation rather than
being disfellowshiped therefrom
Should erring one refuse to make amends, you
would be under obligation to try to show him
the error of his ways at the “mouth of two or

three witnesses”; his genuine repentance could

settle the matter (Matt, 18:16) _

Should the erring one still remain unrepentant,
the matter would have to be brought to the
attention of the congregation’s judicial com-
mittee (Matt. 18:17) X

If erring one does not rectify matters even when
talked to by committee, he would be expelled
from congregation

Since procedure outlined at Matthew 18:15-17
could lead to expulsion from congregation,
manifestly reference is, not to minor matters
or imagined sins, but to actual and serious sins
against you that simply cannot be ignored

ASCERTAINING WHERE THE ERROR LIES
WHEN ACCUSATIONS ARE MADE

“WWhen approached by someone with an accusation
against a brother, consider the evidence
Is it reliable and can it be backed up by wit-
nesses?

Sometimes may not be eyewitmesses, but cir-
cumstances may indicate that matter needs
further investigation

Determine whether accuser is judging someone
by his own conscience or has actually observed
wrongdoing serious enough to warrant at-
tention of judicial committee

If accusation is well founded and requires at-
tention of committee, follow through ac-
cordingly

If accusation involves minor matter or can-
not be backed up, no need to take matter

further, but help accusing one get right view.

(S)f rgatters (Col. 3:12-14; 2 Cor. 13:1; 1 Tim.
:19)

If two individuals have heated dispute, try to get
to bottom of matter by having them speak
directly to you one at a time; usually better than
allowing them to argue in front of you

Ascertain whether minor matter or serious sin
Is involved

Often both will need counsel on maintaining self-
control and letting love predominate in their
handling of matters (Jas. 3:13-18; 1 Pet. 1:22)

ENCOURAGE ALL, THOUGH IMPERFECT,
TO GO ON GROWING SPIRITUALLY

In view of repeated failings, brothers could easily
become discouraged and downhearted (Rom.
7:21-25)

Scriptural encouragement is often needed to help
them get right view so as not to lose freeness
of speech in approaching Jehovah in prayer
(1 John 3:19-24; 4:18)

Sin-atoning value of Jesus’ sacrifice covers trans-
gressions when one is truly repentant and
enables one to retain clean conscience (Heb.
9:13, 14; 1 John 2:1, 2) ’

To make progress, brothers need to have in mind
Jehovah’s view of failings and shortcomings
He does not take critical view of our human fail-
ings; yet he does not condone wrong (Ps.

130:3, 4; Mal. 3:5)

Sin should be recognized for what it is—a failure
to act in harmony with Jehovah’s personality,
standards, ways and will; should not seek to
justify self

Desire should be to imitate Jehovah to greater
degree, keeping self in check (1 Cor. 9:27;
1 Pet. 2:11)

Sincere regret should be in evidence when there
is failure to live up to Jehovah's requirements,
and efforts should be put forth to do better
(Ps. 38:3-8; 51:3, 10, 11)

In helping others to make progress, elders should
not allow selves to become upset with erring
ones, ftreating them as enemies (Compare
2 Thessalonians 3:13-15)

Eré'n%% ones are not enemies, but Devil is (1 Pet.

All of us must stand unitedly against Devil and
combat desires of sinful flesh (Eph. 6:10-18;
1 Pet. 5:9; Jude 3, 4, 20-23)

Encourage brothers to appreciate Jehovah’s
mercy

Jehovah warmly appeals to sinful humans to
change ways to gain his favor (Isa. 55:6, 7;
Ezek. 33:11; Mal. 3:7; 2 Pet. 3:9)

Jehovah’s merciful forgiveness well illustrated
in cases of Manasseh and spirit-anocinted
Christian in Corinth (2 Ki. 21:5, 6, 16;
% (63%1)'011. 33:11-13; 1 Cor. 5:1, 7-13; 2 Cor.

Jehovah's mercy should not be presumed upon
and used as excuse for wrongdoing (Heb.
10:26-31; 2 Pet. 2:12-22)

When brothers are disturbed about shortcoming
(real or apparent) of others, elders should aid
them to take Jehovah’s merciful view

Should not begin doing what one conscientiously
feels is wrong just because other brothers are
doing it; conscience would be injured (Rom.
14:23)

Continue hating what is bad (Ps. 97:10; Rom.
12:9)
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Avoid finding fault with others, judging them
according to personal standards; one being
judged may be strong in certain areas where
one doing judging is himself weak (Matt. 7:1,
3-5; Rom. 2:1) .

Rather than looking at and dwelling on faults,
rejoice in progress brothers are making in
cultivating fruitage of spirit, encourage them
and take humble view of self (Phil. 2:1-4)

APPRECIATE
WHERE RESPONSIBILITY LIES

Elders recognize that they are not to run affairs
of other families

Husband and father is divinely appointed head
of family (1 Cor. 11:3)

Elders can give help when asked or when need
arises, but husband and father, not elders,
is one held accountable by Jehovah for way
he discharges responsibilities

Elders should cooperate with father and hus-
band to build up spiritual strength of family
(or do so through mother, if no father in
home or if father is an unbeliever)

When proper to do so, elders offer loving assistance

No. 33 - Second Tuesday, 9:10

KINGDOM MINISTRY SCHOOL COURSE

Imzigaie’s.;ehovah’s example as a shepherd (Ps,
Show concern for flock, putting its welfare first
(Acts 20:28-35)

Do not become discouraged when others fail to
respond to counsel of God's Word

Elder’s responsibility is to offer help; he cannot
force anyone to apply what Bible says

Heart of individual must motivate him to make
application (Rom. 10:10; 2 Thess. 3:5)

Good for elder to examine whether his counsel
and admonition were based solidly on God's
Word and presented in such a way as to appeal
to person’s love for Jehovah (2 Tim. 4:1, 2;
Heb. 4:12) :

Motive for rendering help should always be to
uphold Jehovah’s ways and to show loving con-
cern for and unselfish interest in weifare of
brothers (1 Cor. 13:3)

MAIN POINT: Problems should be handled in
such a way as to help brothers make progress and
to prevent making them feel that they are being
rejected

SOURCE: or 154-164

Helping Women in the Congregation

THE WOMAN’S PRIVILEGES
IN THE CONGREGATION

Hebrew word for woman, ish-shah’, means female
man; woman was meant to be complement or
helper for man (Gen. 2:18)

Women have a long record of faithful service in

the Christian ministry (Luke 8:1-3; Rom. 16:1)

Women received gifts of spirit at Pentecost,

33 C.E., to speak in tongues and prophesy

(1 Cor. 11:3-5; Joel 2:28; Acts 1:13-15; 2:1-4,
14-18; 21:9)

Today women play a large role in the ministry
(Ps. 68:11)

They are doing a large part in the work of
Kingdom-preaching and disciple-making; the
commission to “make disciples of people of all
the nations” applies to women as well as to
men (Matt. 28:19, 20)

Often they care for midweek arrangements for
field service; sometimes they are used as sub-
stitutes in handling other congregational mat-
ters where there is a shortage of qualified
brothers

By their conduct and attire they can provide a
fine example of the effect of true Christianity

Women in the congregation should be “silent,”

that is, not disputing with men or trying to
exercise authority over men in the congrega-
tion (1 Cor. 14:33-35; 1 Tim. 2:12)

Insofar as dress, hairstyles, and wearing of jew-
elry are concerned Christian women should
be examples of modesty and dignity, appear-
ing neither dowdy nor worldly, but recogniz-
ing that spiritual beauty is in good works
and in “the secret person of the heart in the
incorruptible apparel of the quiet and mild
spirit, which is of great value in the eyes of
God” (1 Pet. 3:1-6)

By your helping women in the congregation to
appreciate their privileges and position, they
will be aided to contribute to its spiritual
strength

GIVING ENCOURAGEMENT AND COUNSEL
TO WOMEN IN THE CONGREGATION
Encourage them in their field ministry
Response is usually good when helpful arrange-
ments are made for group witnessing; adjust
as circumstances change; show interest in
what the group is doing
Many of the regular pioneers are women, both
single and married; keep this privilege before
the congregation; give personal attention to
those showing desire to pioneer
Many more can be temporary pioneers; when
anyone’s application is accepted, quickly noti-
fy the congregation; others may do it too if
they know they will not be alone

CAEKAERT/MAPLEY 000569
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which we can imitate God and it brings great
happiness to those associated with us

Even under great pressure from Satan, love will
enable you to maintain integrity
Demonstrate your love for Jehovah by your re-
liance on Him

MAIN POINT: The way of love is pursued by
developing a close relationship with Jehovah angd
his organization and showing we love our brothers
through our following right principles and per-
forming unselfish acts in their behalf

SOURCES: ad 1079-1083; ms 325329; w4 488501

No. 44 - Second Thursday, 10:40

Safeguarding the Cleanness

REASONS WHY THE CONGREGATION
MUST BE KEPT CLEAN

Being pure and holy, Jehovah does not tolerate
uncleanness among his servants; they must be
spiritually and morally clean to represent him
properly (1 Pet. 1:14-16) -

Requires constantly working against desires of
the flesh, influences of the world and tempta-
tions of the Devil ,

Elders have responsibility to safeguard the good
spiritual condition of the congregation (1 Cor.
5:3-5)

When cases of serious wrongdoing come to your
attention, with concern for the congregation
and for the individuals involved, follow through
on the matter

Endeavor to restore spiritually the erring ones,
if possible 2

Unrepentant wrongdoers must be removed from
the congregation

HEARINGS
BEFORE THE JUDICIAL COMMITTEE

Matters that must come before the judicial com-

of the Congregation, Part 1

If he repeatedly fails to come to hearing, com-
mittee will go ahead with meeting, but not
judge the person until evidence and testimony
are considered; should not take action against
him unless evidence proves person's guilt

Avoid demanding attitude; treat kindly

If he has sinned, objective is to help him get
restored spiritually, if possible, rather than
drive him away

Judging of matters is a heavy responsibility
Direct matters and make investigation so as to
get all the facts (Deut. 13:12-15)

Must be two or three eyewitnesses, not just
persons repeating what they have heard; no
action can be taken if only one witness (Deut.
19:15; 1 Tim. 5:19)

Can accept confession as conclusive witness
ggainst self without other corroborating evi-

ence
Before taking any action, be sure that there is
sound Scriptural reason for doing so, also that
the action contemplated is what is actually
required
Where one associated is implicated by confession

mittee for handling: (1) Sins that have brought
congregation into public disrepute. (2) Loose
conduct of gross nature, bordering on fornica-
tion; or fornication, adultery or other serious
sexual immorality (even if only one offense).
(3) Repeated acts of lying, stealing, drunken-
ness or similar sins

In other cases that are not of so grave a nature, if
the wrongdoer approaches an elder and openly
confesses the wrong and manifests sincere
repentance, good counsel from the elder may
suffice to “readjust” the individual; the elder
should also inform the presiding overseer of
the matter and tell him what was done to
handle the situation

Where accusation involving something of a nature
that would require committee attention is made
against another, committee decides if accusa-
tion has substance

If so, invites accused to meet with them
Best to gend hlisnvitaﬁon in writing, informing

him what his course of action is to
have been e
Advise that he can bring witnesses
If time set proves inconvenient to the accused
one, another time can be selected

of another, if the one so implicated denies being

involved, charge cannot be accepted against

him unless there is more than one witness; the

one so implicated could be innocent as claimed

Person confessing and making charge would be
disciplined as needed for the sin confessed or
for lying as to the sin’s actually having oc-
curred

More serious action likely would be necessary
if found later that he was lying in implicating
the other person (Deut. 19:17-21)

If person implicated is guilty, Jehovah knows
(Heb. 4:13)

If he is found guilty later, appropriate action
can be taken, as he would be guilty not only
of the sin charged, but also of lying in deny-
ing it at first and letting the other person
be viewed as a possible liar

ASCERTAINING THE REAL ATTITUDE

OF A WRONGDOER

Since there are degrees of wrongdoing, respon-
si:;iléietg rests on elders to determine action
n

Avoid trying to fit case into set of rules; think
in terms of principles
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SAFEGUARDING THE CLEANNESS

What has person done? What does the Rible
actually say about such conduct? How has the
wrongdoing affected the congregation? Is the
wrongdoer genuinely repentant? What judi-
cial action is required?

Reproof can be given “with mildness” (2 Tim.
2:24-26; Gal. 6:1)

Some people need to be reproved “with sever-
ity”; (Titus 1:10-13; or 165-168)

In cases where it is established that a serious
offense was actually committed, the committee
should also consider these factors: (1) What
were the circumstances leading up to the wrong-
doing? (2) Was there evidence of the person’s
craving wrongful things or ‘courting trouble’?
(3) Had he been admonished before that his
course was leading toward danger? (4) Was it
a single offense or was it committed more than
once? (5) Was his confession voluntary or did
he have to be accused by others before con-
fessing? (6) And, above all, does he show true
repentance and manifest a heartfelt desire to
avoid repetition of the wrong?”

Neither gravity of wrong nor bad publicity is what
finally determines if the person should be dis-
fellowshiped; rather the determining factor is
the individual’s sincere repentagce or lack of it

How can true repentance be identified?

Not all show true feelings by outward emotional
manifestations; in contrast, crying does not
always indicate godly sorrow

Has individual contritely prayed to Jehovah
and sought his forgiveness and mercy? Has
he perhaps voluntarily come and confessed
to “older men,” seeking their help in line with
James 5:13-16, 19, 207

What motivates whatever sadness, remorse and
regret he shows? Is it worldly sadness or godly
sadness? (2 Cor. 7:8-11)

Should not be just regret over being found out
or damage to reputation; naturally one re-
grets losing privileges

Should be deep regret over damaged relation-
ship with Jehovah, a heartfelt wanting to
come back into God’s favor, remorse over
reproach brought upon His name and people
(2 Cor. 7:11, 12)

Repentance also involves a ‘change of mind’ or
‘change of will’

It must include heart-motivated rejection of
bad course as repugnant, hated: conversion to
liizghgfi thinking and conduct (Ps. 97:10; Rom.

Love of right and hate of bad create positive
force to bring forth “works that befit repen-
tance” (Acts 26:20)

Some manifest repentance right after sin and take

steps immediately to confess; others do so later

Some even do so at meeting with judicial com-
mittee

Is in person's favor when he voluntarily con-

OF THE CONGREGATION, PART 1 115

fesses, but still the important factor is, Is he
repentant?

HANDLING CASES INVOLVING
UNANNOUNCED RESTRICTION
OF PRIVILEGES

- The committee decides if a case requires public
reproof or not i
General conditions allowing for handling with-
out public announcement: (1) Single offense;
not a practice of sin. (2) Had not ignored
earlier admonition or reproof; had not ‘pur-
sued” wrong, but was overtaken in sin.
(3) Must be truly repentant. (4) Wrong course
has not brought congregation into public dis-
repute or is not such as will be readily known
by congregation or the public

In seeking to “readjust” such a one, be sure he
clearly understands Jehovah's viewpoint of the
wrong; also help him to appreciate Jehovah's
mercy and how to avail himself of it (Gal. 6:1)

While there may be no public announcement,
special privileges are removed
Appointments as elder, ministerial servant or
pioneer, or assignments of subordinate nature
are canceled
Committee decides if best for him not to com-
ment at meetings or to give student talks for
a while; likely will not be called on to offer
prayer on behalf of congregation
Presiding overseer notifies others who conduct
meetings as to restrictions imposed

Can share in field ministry and freely attend meet-
ings, but no requirements set
Committee may strongly recommend discon-
tinuing certain associations or habits, where
these contributed to wrong course; terms of
recommendation should be reasonable and
Seriptural
No prohibitions on eating and drinking or other
things Scriptures allow, but recommendations
can be given on moderation as needed
Arrange to visit and otherwise talk with him to
build up spiritually

Restoration of privileges is done gradually as
committee sees evidence of his regaining spiri-
tual stability and appreciation for Jehovah’s
righteous ways

Commenting at meetings might be first, then
handling student talks; later he might share
in a part on the service meeting, assist a min-
isterial servant, read at meetings and, when
well adjusted, offer prayer

When privileges can be fully restored depends
upon gravity of wrong and progress individual
makes in becoming spiritually strong and in
gaining respect of the congregation

May require several months only, or a year or
even more; the committee’s concern should
be: What is best for the erring one and the
congregation?
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Before recommending him as a ministerial ser-
vant, he should be “free from accusation” and
“irreprehensible,” which may take several
years or longer

If one under restriction as to privileges moves to
another congregation, the judicial committee
there follows same procedure in helping erring
one get spiritually strong again, and in restoring
privileges

The committee of the first congregation can
acquaint new committee with the case to ex-
tent necessary; but there is no need to contact
first committee when full restoration of privi-
leges is made

HANDLING CASES THAT REQUIRE
PUBLIC REPROOF

Some serious cases of wrongdoing require public
reproof in line with 1 Timothy 5:20 (Read and
consider in class)

Conditions either requiring or allowing for public
reproof: (1) If serious sin was,committed more
than once, thus a “practice of sin.” (2) Even if
single act of serious wrongdoing, person may
have failed to heed past admonitions as to con-
sequences of going in the way he was headed,
and thus may have been ‘courting trouble’ by
a measure of loose conduct prior to getting into
serious trouble. (3) Wrong may have become
publiec knowledge or is of such a nature that it
would readily become subject of discussion in
the congregation. (4) In all cases, must be
sincerely repentant and have turned away from
wrong course

_ Announcement made that person named has en-
gaged in “conduct unbecoming a Christian”
(Do not mention specific sin, to avoid possible
legal difficulties)

Show what privileges will be restricted for a
while

Make no mention of specific time period; this
depends upon progress person makes in be-
coming spiritually restored

Some do not respond as readily to discipline and
need more severe reproof to cause seriousness
1c;f situation to be deeply impressed on their

eart

Public reproof thus has several purposes: Person
reproved with severity that he “may be healthy
in the faith” (Titus 1:13); all in the congre-
gation can assist erring one, not putting temp-
tation before him; reduces likelihood of gossip
or questions as to whether committee has han-
dled the problem or not; knowledge of the action
puts other members in position to defend the
congregation before critics as upholding the
Bible’s standard of conduct; and announced so
‘that the rest may have fear,’ to make each one
stop and think seriously about his own conduect,
to see whether he needs to make changes in his
own life so as not to lose Jehovah’s favor

KINGDOM MINISTRY SCHOOL COURSE

When person progresses to point where privileges
can begin to be restored, no need to announce
this; members of the congregation will become
aware of it

If person moves to another congregation, the
judicial committee there supervises further
caring for the matter, including gradual return
of privileges

Branch office should be notified in every cases
where wrongdoer is publicly reproved, if person
was appointed as elder, ministerial servant or
pioneer; such appeointments are canceled

One thus removed as a pioneer should not be
recommended again for at least a year and
only if he has a good recommendation from ths
judicial committee

Whether the case is handled with or without
public announcement, the individual should un-
derstand that a repetition of sin or otherwise
getting involved in serious wrongdoing could
result in his being disfellowshiped

ADMONISH THOSE
“NOT OBEDIENT TO OUR WORD”

Paul instructed that certain ones should be
“marked” for failing significantly in responding
to apostolic exhortation and instructions
(Read }and discuss 2 Thessalonians 3:14, 15 in

They do not act in an orderly manner, perhaps
letting others in the congregation suppor:
them when they are able to work to suppor:
themselves, or idly meddling in matters not
their concern

“Marking” does not indicate any public an-
nouncement; but rather that others recognize
individual to be poor company and a poor
example

Not associating with him intimately should
make him ashamed, to motivate a change in
heart and conduct

Not viewed as expelled, however, as others,

*  particularly elders, would “continue admon-

ishing him as a brother” (1 Thess. 5:14, 15}

AVOID ASSOCIATION
WITH DISFELLOWSHIPED PERSONS

When a person is disfellowshiped, he is cut of
from the congregation; it goes further than
‘stopping their association with him' zs in
2 Thessalonians 3:14, 15

Heed the divine counsel to “remove the wicksd

man from among yourselves” (1 Cor. 5:3,
11-13; 1 Tim. 1:19, 20)

The admonition at 2 John 9-11 applies to those
who unrepentantly practice immorality or other
conduct resulting in disfellowshiping

These people reject the teachings of the Bible
just as much as those who reject it doctrinally;
hence, none should greet any who have been
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disfellowshiped or welcome them into their
homes

Blood relatives not living in same home with dis-
fellowshiped relative should avoid contact with
this one just as much as possible

If living in same home, such as with a disfellow-
shiped mate or child, faithful ones should cease
spiritual interchange and fellowship

It is hoped that wrongdoer will be impressed with
sinfulness of his course and begin to crave
spiritual fellowship, inciting him to repentance

At the same time, this action upholds good repu-
tation of the Christian congregation and pro-
tects Jehovah's people from the bad infiuence

Disfellowshiping a child does not prevent parents
from counseling or disciplining on basis of God’s
Word, as necessary

Child could quietly sit in on family studies, not
as approved sharer, but as a listenm:, _hopmg
that this would benefit him in attaining re-
pentance &

To participate in family study, child would have
to be reinstated on basis of his repentance

Faithful person may encourage his or her dis-
fellowshiped mate to turn around and seek re-
instatement z

This does not mean sitting down with this mate
in Bible study, but rather encouraging re-
pentance

Family members should not listen to disfellow-
shiped persons if such attempt to justify them-
selves or influence the faithful ones to their

__ way of thinking or acting

No. 45 - Second Thursday, 2:10

MAKE ADVANCEMENT 117

They should refuse to listen to objections to the
way their cases were handled; appeals should
go to the committee

ELDERS TO SHOULDER RESPONSIBILITY

If elders are careful to get all the facts and weigh
these as well as the evidence of repentance in
the light of Bible principles, it should be evident
in most cases what should be done

If additional advice is thought necessary, they
can confer with other elders in the area

Do not be quick to write the branch office; the obli-
gation rests upon the local judicial commitiee,
not the branch office, to make the decision

They are on the scene and are able to get the
facts, see the manifestations of repentance
and otherwise get acquainted with all that is
involved

It is difficult to place all vital factors before
brothers in the office by correspondence

The office does not have any special instructions
you do not have in the Bible and the Society’s
publications

Always look to Jehovah and follow carefully the
instructions in his Word, so as to imitate him
and his Son in clearing out what is bad, while
showing mercy to the repentant

MAIN POINT: Congregations must be kept clean.
Mercy can continue to be shown to wrongdoers
who are truly repentant, but unrepentant ones
must be put out if the congregation is to repre-
sent Jehovah properly

SOURCES: or 164170, 172, 173; ms 420423; ad 1385
1389; w70 351, 352

Helping Others to Make Advancement

THE MEANING
OF CHRISTIAN ADVANCEMENT

Genuine advancement in the life of a Christian
involves drawing closer to Jehovah, deepening
our relationship with him

In doing this we more closely imitate Jesus,
whose entire purpose in life was the doing
of his Father’'s will (Heb. 10:7; John 5:30)

Such advancement involves growth in knowledge
of Jehovah, in appreciation of his ways and
in responsiveness to his direction

True Christian advancement will never cease;
we will never come to the point where there
is no more to learn about Jehovah and his
ways (Rom. 11:33, 34)

Christian advancement is manifest basically in
two ways: (1) By progress in conforming our
conduct, speech and attitude to God's Word.
(2) By taking hold of privileges of service that
afford opportunities to serve Jehovah in fuller
measure

MAKING ADVANCEMENT
IS NOT MERELY A MATTER
OF ATTAINING TO CERTAIN POSITIONS
IN THE ORGANIZATION

The apostle Paul urged Timothy to think in terms
of advancement, but in what way? (Discuss
1 Timothy 4:11-16)

Timothy was already an elder; Paul was not
writing about getting a new appointment of
service or a change of assignment

Even though an elder, Timothy could make prog-
ress in more fully conforming his conduct, his
lzspeec) h and his attitude to God’s ways (Verse

He could continue to progress in his personal
knowledge of God’s Word and his ability to
use it (Verses 13, 16) .

He could also apply himself to improve in his
handling of the service assignment entrusted
to him by the body of older men (Verse 14)

If “advancement” were limited to attaining cer-
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SAFEGUARDING THE CLEANNESS OF THE CONGREGATION, PART 2

mind when he wrote the words of 1 Corinthians
15:33? (See verses 12, 32 and 34)

At Matthew 5:48, what did Jesus mean when he
said, ‘You must be perfect, as your heavenly
Father is perfect’? (See verses 43-47)

In the days of Jesus’ earthly ministry, who was
the “rich man” referred to at Luke 16:197 (See
verses 14, 15) '

From what are we to ‘buy out the opportune time,’
as stated at Ephesians 5:16? (See verse 11)

When Paul wrote, at Titus 2:14, that we are to
be “zealous for fine works,” to what works did
he refer? (See Titus 2:1-10; 3:1)

EXPLAIN SCRIPTURES
BY USING OTHER BIBLE TEXTS

What is meant by Jesus’ words at John 10:30 that
‘he and his Father are one’? (John 17:20-23)

What is the “founding of the world” before which
Jesus was foreknown, as stated at 1 Peter 1:207
(Luke 11:50, 51) i

What did Jesus mean when he said, as recorded
at Luke 21:33: “Heaven and earth will pass
away, but my words will by no means pass
away”'? (Matt. 5:18; Luke 16:17)

Does 2 Peter 3:7 show that th'f‘e literal earth is
going to be destroyed by fire? (Ps. 104:5; 37:
29; Matt, 5:5)

What is the “wild beast” referred to at Revelation
13:1, 27 (Dan. 7:1-7, 17, 23; 8:3-8, 20-22)

EMPHASIZE
THE KEY PORTION OF SCRIPTURES
TO MAKE CLEAR THEIR APPLICATION
TO THE SUBJECT UNDER DISCUSSION

Christ died on a stake, not a cross (Gal. 3:13;
Acts 5:30)

No. 48 — Second Friday, 9:10

Sateguarding the Cleanness

DISFELLOWSHIPING THOSE
WHO ARE UNREPENTANT

Persons who commit serious sins and are un-
repentant must be disfellowshiped

Elders must show respect for Jehovah’s stan-
dards of righteousness and holiness; also pro-
éect congregation from willful sinners (1 Cor.

:9-13)

Care should be exercised by judicial committee
in accepting profession of “repentance” where
evasive lying, deceit or collusion had been
involved

If decision is to disfellowship, judicial committee
should draw up announcement for reading to

123

It is not necessary to be “born again” in order to
have God's spirit (Ex. 35:30, 31; Judg. 6:34)

The soul is the creature himself, and earthly souls
are not immortal (Gen. 2:7; Ezek. 18:4)

Christ’s one sacrifice was sufficient; it is not re-
peated in the Mass (Rom. 6:10; Heb. 9:25-28)

Christ’s second presence is in spirit (John 14:19;
1 Tim. 6:15, 16)

A Christian must have no part in interfaith move-
ments (2 Cor. 6:14-17)

Taking blood into one’s body in any way violates
God’s laws (Gen. 9:3, 4; Acts 15:28, 29)

Christ’s congregation is built upon himself, not
upon Peter as the foundation (Eph. 2:20; Isa.
28:16; Matt. 21:42)

Prayers must be directed to Jehovah through
Christ, not through “saints” (John 14:6, 13,
14; 1 Tim. 2:5)

Observance of a weekly sabbath day is not re-
quired of Christians (Deut. 5:15; Ex. 20:1, 2, 8;
Rom. 10:4; Gal. 4:9, 10; Col. 2:16, 17)

MAIN POINT: To convey accurate knowledge, be
sure that what you say is in full harmony with the
Bible, and use appropriate means to make sure
that your hearers really grasp what you say
SOURCES: ad 1578-1580; sg 49-54 ’
TEACHING SUGGESTION: High points of material
may be discussed with class for about an hour. Re-
maining time may be used for a number of three- to
fiveeminute scenes with brother explaining on return
visit one of concluding doctrinal points. Select teachings
for discussion that particularly apply in your area,
assigning material to students in advance. Use scrip-
tures shown. Students should not spend much time
on preparation, but consider it like any return visit
where one is prepared to talk a few minutes on a
subject of interest to householder

of the Congregation, Part 2

congregation. To avoid legal difficulties, do not
state specifically in the announcement why per-
son was disfellowshiped. Simply state that he
or she was disfellowshiped for “conduct un-
becoming a Christian.” It is a protection to the
congregation not to give anything in writing
to disfellowshiped person

If baptized person joins a secular organization
the entire purpose of which is opposed to the
Scriptures, he thereby repudiates the congre-
gation and disassociates himself from it (Matt.
4:8, 9; John 6:15; Isa. 2:24)

If investigation of elders proves that he has done
this of his own accord, then an announcement
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is made to the congregation so that all will
know the decision he has made, announcing
that the person named, “by his course of con-
duct, has disassociated himself from the con-
gregation of Jehovah’s people”

The judicial committee should notify the branch
office in each case, whether the individual was
disfellowshiped or disassociated himself

Each member of the judicial committee should
sign letter, which should give the date of the
action (or date of recognition of _d1sa$oc1a-
tion), the ground and a brief review of the
evidence for it L .

Disfellowshiped or disassociated one may attend
meetings open to the public if he conducts
himself properly; he may not attend meetings
held in a private home (2 John 10)

He should not try to speak to others in atten-
dance, just as they will not greet or talk
to him

Territory will not be assigned, neither will field
reports be accepted from him, as he is not
sponsored by the congregation in any preach-
ing he might do. Copies of the Society’s pub-
lications may be obtained for personal use

If elders learn of recent wrongdoing on part of
a baptized one who has not associated for some
time, they should do what they can to clear the
name of the congregation and to keep it in
right standing with God >

NONBAPTIZED ASSOCIATES
WHO ARE WRONGDOERS

Unbaptized ones who have been regularly asso-
ciating and who become involved in serious
wrongdoing should be dealt with in a way simi-
lar to that in the case of those who are baptized

They may not fully understand the Bible’s stan-
dards, and kind counsel and assistance may
help them to adjust their lives

If they are unrepentant, the congregation should
be advised that their conduct is “unbecoming
a Christian”; but since they are not members
of the congregation, they are not formally
expelled from it

Nevertheless, elders recommend that none in
congregation associate with such a one, in
line with 1 Corinthians 15:33. Service reports
not accepted; but he can attend meetings if
he behaves himself

Association can be accorded him again when
he gives up the practice of wrongdoing and
shows he wants to live by Bible principles.
This may take several months or longer, de-
pending on the circumstances

DEALING WITH MINOR CHILDREN
If a young person gets baptized, thereby becoming
a member of the congregation, it shows he
wishes to be an obedient disciple of Christ
While a minor, he is still subject to his parents,
but now he also comes under the headship of
Christ, Head of congregation, and if guilty of

KINGDOM MINISTRY SCHOOL COURSE

gross disobedience, would have to answer to
the elders who have responsibility to deal with
such conduct on the part of any members.
Being a minor would not shield him from
congregational reproof

Parents are responsible to care for minor tres-
passes on the part of all their children, without
trying to shift load upon elders (Eph. 6:4; Col.
3:20; Heb. 12:9)

If baptized minor makes a practice of wrong-
doing, or does something of a serious nature
that might lead to disfellowshiping, or that
brings congregation into a bad light, this
should be brought to the attention of the elders

Judicial committee will then meet with baptized
minor; it is advisable for parents to be present
to hear what is said

Primary objective of elders, as with any who
commit serious sins, is to “gain” the young
brother or sister. In doing so, seek cooperz-
tion of parents, in harmonious coordination
of authority

As necessary, discipline is administered: May
require public reproof, depending upon grav-
ity, extent congregation is affected or sin is
known; if, even despite loving but firm help
given, unrepentant baptized child persists in
wrong course, he should be disfellowshiped

In handling situations involving unbaptized mi-
nors who regularly associate with congrega-
tion, elders will follow same principles and
procedure as with baptized minors -

No formal disfellowshiping where unbaptized
minor is unrepentant, but congregation should
be advised of the situation by announcement,
enabling the congregation to safeguard itself
against harm

Parents have obligation to cooperate fully with
elders in caring for spiritual purity of congre-
gation, placing the spiritual interests and safety
of congregation above family relationships, not
covering up or excusing flagrant sinning on part
of their children

HANDLING CASES INVOLVING
MARRIED COUPLES

Unless serious wrongdoing, elders should be care-
ful not to intervene unnecessarily in marital
affairs; can help where asked to do so

If serious wrongdoing comes to light, the judicial
committee could counsel, reprove or disfellow-
ship either mate as necessary

If wife is wrongdoer, they seek to coordinate
their oversight with baptized husband’s exer-
cise of headship over wife

If husband is offender, admonition and correction
will be given by judicial committee, in view of
wife's subordinate position

Restrictions on either mate would be governed
by same factors as when any others are coun-
seled or reproved by committee
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SAFEGUARDING THE CLEANNESS OF THE CONGREGATION, PART 2

REINSTATING REPENTANT
DISFELLOWSHIPED PERSONS

If elder is approached by disfellowshiped one,
elder may give general comments on what per-
son needs to do to be reinstated

This would not mean a review of his case, as this
must be done by the current judicial commit-
tee; elder should direct disfellowshiped one
to committee for help toward reinstatement

Genuine repentance and turning away from wrong
course are the chief determining factors in de-
ciding when a person may be reinstated, not the
specific act committed nor merely the time
elapsed

It may be several months, a year or even years
after disfellowshiping before reinstatement is

. possible

A precedent is established by Paul's instructions
to the congregation in Corinth in handling the
case of a serious wrongdoer there. (Discuss
1 Corinthians 5:1-5, 9-13 and 2 Corinthians
2:6-8. Second letter likely written only few
months after first one) t

Judicial committee should exercise special care
to see that one is truly repentant if lying, deceit
o;‘dchfspiracy was previousl}; manifest by indi-
vidu :

If committee decides that person can be reinstated,
an announcement is prepared for the congrega-
tion; branch office is advised

As in Corinth, all in the congregation should
“kindly forgive” and “comfort” repentant one.
Since he is not spiritually strong, he will need

* help as he also applies self to grow spiritually

Privileges will be restored gradually
In time, committee may decide he can comment
in meetings and still later do more as he makes
spiritual progress. A year or even more may
pass before he is called on to share in parts
on the meetings or otherwise serve in repre-
sentative capacity, possibly even offering
prayer
Must be “free from accusation” and “irrepre-
hensible” before recommended for appoint-
ment as ministerial servant or elder. (1 Tim.
3:2, 7, 10; Titus 1:6, 7) Must ‘live down’ re-
proach and build up convincing record of
righteousness. May take five, ten or fifteen
years, depending upon gravity of wrongdoing.
Some may never do so sufficiently in their
lifetimes
If disfellowshiped person moves, announcement
should be made of his disfellowshiped status at
new congregation where he attends

Any plea for reinstatement could be made to ju-
dicial committee of congregation where he now
attends meetings; they consider evidence of
repentance and right conduct and write recom-
mendation to the judicial committee that first
tock the action

125

The decision as to reinstatement would be made
by the now-existing committee of the
gation where the disfellowshiping took place

APPEALING DECISIONS
OF A JUDICIAL COMMITTEE

An appeal can be made to local body of elders
for a rehearing of one's case, if one believes
an error in judgment was made

A new judicial committee can be made up of
different elders from same congregation or
from neighboring congregations, if necessary

It is recommended that the presiding overseer
write the branch office and have the office
recommend elders who can help in hearing
the appeal

All previous evidence should be reheard, along
with any new evidence

Wherever possible, members of the judicial
committee who previously heard the case
should be present. They can point out any
discrepancies they observe and testify as
. necessary

Appeal committee may wish to question the
first committee on reasons for reaching con-
clusion they did

The testimony of all witnesses who have perti-
nent testimony and any written records
should be considered

Decision of appeal committee is final, whether
they affirm or reverse the former decision

If disfellowshiping is upheld, appeal committee
does not determine when offender is reinstated
but that responsibility belongs with committee
of congregation where offender was a member

RESPONSIBILITY OF ALL ELDERS
A WEIGHTY ONE

Not just elders on judicial committee but all elders
are responsible to shepherd flock, teaching, re-
proving, reprimanding and exhorting as neces-
sary (Titus 1:9-14; 2 Tim. 1:7; 4:1-5)

Great care should be exercised in order to avoid
partiality, never letting fleshly relationships or
personal friendships cause favoritism or bias in
judgment (Deut. 1:17; 1 Pet. 1:17)

If an elder is personally involved in a case, per-
haps needed to serve as a witness or related
to a wrongdoer, it may be advisable for him to
step down from judicial committee and let
another elder take his place to avoid any
appearance of partiality

Seek to imitate Jehovah and his Son in showing
mercy, dealing “moderately with the ignorant
and erring ones,” as the high priest of Israel
was instructed to do (Heb. 5:2: Matt. 5:7)

Seek to “gain” erring ones, “instructing with
mildness those not favorably disposed,” or who
show wrong thinking or understanding for a
time (2 Tim. 2:23-26) -

Pai.lé (%lod) not prefer to act with severity (2 Cor.
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Elders must never be disloyal to God or show dis-
respect for his holiness, nor manifest lack of
love for brothers they serve by allowing wrong-
doers to go uncorrected or unreproved; cannot
tolerate co ting influences (Compare 1 Sam-
uel 2:12-17, 27-30; Malachi 2:8, 9; Jude 3, 4)

Elders can request assistance and counsel from
fellow elders in a neighboring congregation.
This can be done without first corresponding
with the branch office

Ministerial servants do not handle judicial mat-
ters

EACH ONE’S PART
IN SAFEGUARDING THE CLEANNESS
OF THE CONGREGATION

All in congregation have responsibility to help
keep congregation clean. (2 Cor. 7:1) This is
done by: One’s own personal conduct; resisting
temptation; refusing to_feed mind on wrong
ideas; by parents’ properly training and dis-
cipling their children; younger persons’ being

No. 49 - Second Friday, 10:40 *
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obedient to parents and refusing to imitate
world and its ways; and by properly teaching
interested ones Bible’s high moral standards

If one witnesses serious wrongdoing, or comes to
know of it, loyalty to God and his Son will
motivate him to bring it to attention of judicial
committee. (Discuss Deuteronomy 13:6-8; L=
viticus 5:1; Proverbs 29:24) We do not help
wrongdoer by concealing his wrongdoing

Decisions of judicial committee should be re-
spected and upheld by all in congregation. Liv-
ing by Jehovah’s requirements now is prepara-
tion for life in God’s new system. Learning and
impressing God's righteous precepts on mind
and heart will help us go the right wayv and
avoid great sorrow, leading to God's blessing
and everlasting life

MAIN POINT: All have a responsibility to keep
the congregation clean, in order to have Jehovah's
continued favor and blessing

SOURCE: or 170182

How to Aid Those with Marital Problems

RESPONSIBILITY OF ELDERS TO HELP
THOSE WITH MARITAL PROBLEMS

First-century elders helped persons with marital
problems; under inspiration they provided
counsel that elders today can use to help Chris-
tian couples (Eph. 5:21-33; 1 Pet. 3:1-7)

The goal of elders is to help couples apply God’s

— counsel so that they ‘stick together,” and enjoy

the happiness God purposed for marriage to
bring (Matt. 19:4-6)

It is not the business of elders to butt into others'
private marital affairs. However, when couples
;iesire help, elders should be willing to provide

t

WHAT ELDERS CAN DO TO HELP
COUPLES RESOLVE MARITAL PROBLEMS

Whenever possible, talk with couple together
about their problems, rather than listening to
only one side

It is not your place to set rules, but simply show
the Scriptural principles involved and how
these can be applied

Be patient; remember that problems often are
old and wounds deep, so the healing process
may be slow

Try to help couple to look above their problems to
see that marriage is Jehovah's provision, and
that his name and reputation are connected
with it (Gen. 2:18-24)

Marriage is an arrangement instituted by God;
he blessed the union of the first human pair,
and assigned them activities that would bring

them happiness if they faithfully carried them
out (Gen. 1:28)

Satan and his wicked system fry to downgrade
marriage; Christian husbands and wives can
bring honor to Jehovah’s name by handling
matters in His way, on the basis of love

Help them to realize that marital problems are
due to failure to apply the counsel of God's
Word; this may refiect failure to have regular
g,ci'ué;.ural discussion or family study (Prov.

Help them to appreciate value of such regular
discussion or family study; perhaps you can
invite them to join your family study a time
or t::vo to build appreciation for the arrange-
men

If there is screaming, lack of forgiveness, repay-
ing of evil for evil, this is all due to failure to
put on the new personality, which results from
gcgu]x-g;ce knowledge of God’s Word (Col.

If they start to make strang accusations and
counteraccusations and to raise their voices,
ask that they direct their comments to you

Point out that one of their basic problems evi-
dently is inability to communicate. What is the
reason?

One problem is that they need to learn to cultivate
the fruits of God’s spirit, including kindness,
mildness and self-control. God gladly gives his
spirit to those who ask for it (Luke 11:9, 10,
13) ; so they need to learn to pray for Jehovah's
help before they speak (Jas. 1:5)
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Legal Rights and Difficult Times

RECOGNIZING THE SUPERIORITY
OF JEHOVAH AS LAWGIVER AND JUDGE

As the Creator, Jehovah has the supreme right
to make laws and require obedience to these; his
laws are always right (Ps. 19:7-9)

All mankind are accountable to the Creator
He judges humans on the basis of their response
to the preaching of the “good news,” which is
a loving provision to bring them into harmony
with him as their Creator (2 Thess. 1:8)
Before Jehovah even the rulers and judges of the
nations are called to account (Ps. 2:10-12)
Those who do the will of God have no reason to
-fear man (Ps. 118:6)

The Christian’s obligatien toward God always
takes first place
Christians are obligated before God to obey secu-
lar laws that are not in conflict with Jehovah’s
law; but when laws of men command that they
do what God has forbidden, or that they re-
frain from doing what God has commanded,
Christians rightly put God’s law first (Acts
4:19, 20; 5:29-32) .
As to the law of God, the English jurist Black-
stone acknowledged:
It “is, of course, superior in obligation to any other.
It is binding over all the globe, in all countries,
and at all times: no human laws are of any
validity, if contrary to this; and such of them as
are valid derive all their force and all their
authority, mediately or immediately, from this

original.” (Blackstone’s Commentaries on the
= Laws of England, 1938, pp. 5, 6)

AVAILING OURSELVES OF RIGHTS
UNDER SECULAR LAW

It is proper to take steps to defend and legally
establish our right to preach the “good news,”
as Paul did (Phil. 1:7)

Rights that one may have as a citizen may be
claimed in the interest of furthering the Chris-
tian ministry (Acts 16:37, 38; 22:25-28)

WHEN MAN’S LAWS
AFFECT OUR FREEDOM
TO MAKE ENOWN THE GOOD NEWS

Authorities may demand that we register or ob-
tain a permit or a license to do our door-to-door
work

No objection to cooperating with police by
registering with them, if requested, so they
know who is calling at homes in the com-
munity, but it should not be necessary for a
witness of Jehovah to apply for a permit to
preach

The Supreme Court of the United States has
held that laws requiring such a permit are
invalid and unconstitutional

13

If authorities request that we obtain a permit,
we will agree only if no fee is involved; we do
not purchase a license for preaching

Dedicated witnesses already have divine au-
thority to preach (Acts 13:47)

Some courts have claimed that our placing of lit-
erature from door to door is commercial
Our objective is in no way commercial; the
United States Supreme Court ruled that ‘this is
not a commercial work but is ‘“missionary
evangelizing”

What if judicial courts of the land find us guilty
and impose fines for preaching?
We do not pay fines for preaching as Jehovah
commanded
If a fine is imposed, we may appeal; if appeal is
lost, we take a jail sentence or confiscation of
some of our property instead of paying a fine;
thus officials are forced to show clearly their
position as to persecution of God's servants,
and a further witness is given in vindication
of Jehovah as Lawgiver
The apostles were imprisoned for preaching,
and Paul when held for trial refused to buy
his way free by giving money to governors;
he appealed only for a change of venue

Do we have a right to enter trailer courts, apart-
ment houses that have doormen to keep people
out, hotels, motels, military establishments,
college dormitories, company towns, etc.?

Take a positive approach; if access is not dif-
ficult, you may want to start right to work; in
some cases you may want to speak first to the
one in charge, explaining your work

If admittance is refused, it may be better to use
discretion and not cause a disturbance by per-
sistence

If accosted, calmly explain the work being done;
if you are asked to leave, it is better to do so
and try again later, rather than making a
court issue

We have plenty of people to whom to preach; it
is better to keep doing this than to tie up our
time in court cases

Attempt to get names of interested ones so they
can be followed up

What should be done when we encounter a sign
saying “No Soliciting” or “No Trespassing”?
These signs do not reasonably apply to us; we are
ministers of God; we do not solicit funds, nor
are we there to trespass
If such a sign is enforced and you are prevented
from entering or ordered to leave, the restrict-
ing persons must accept the responsibility
They have authorized persons to keep others
from calling at their doors, thus they are re-
sponsible for their actions
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HOW TO CONDUCT YOURSELF
WHEN STOPPED BY POLICE
OR ARRESTED FOR PREACHING

Maintain calmness and mildness; there is no need
to be belligerent (Prov. 29:11; 15:1)

Identify yourself; explain the preaching work that
you are doing; show that you are not disobeying
the law of the land

If in the United States, advise them that your
right to do this work in the manner that you
are is upheld by the Supreme Court of the
United States

It would be good at such time to use the booklet
ge!snding and Legally Establishing the Good

ews

You can agree to go with the officer to see his
superior officer and then cover all of the fore-
going points in explanation to him, if necessary

If arrested, request to be released on your own
recognizance -

If not released,-ask to contact friends

Someone in the congregation who owns property
canalno doubt arrange for your release until the
tri P

Request a receipt for any personal property con-
fiscated by police :

Obtain a copy of the complaint and of the law
that you are charged with viglating

Write out a complete report on what happened
and send this to the branch office
Send along with it a copy of the ordinance alleged
to have been violated; if they do not have an
extra copy, request permission to copy it
Submit the names and addresses of the Chief of
Police and City Attorney
- Send all this to the branch office of your country,
but do not involve the Society in the case with-
out prior approval

False arrest is no reason to be unduly perturbed
(2 Tim. 3:12)
Christians have frequently been arrested for
gr%c):hing the good news (Acts 4:1-3; Rev.
When a person suffers because he will not com-
promise but continues to do the will of God,
this is well pleasing to Jehovah (1 Pet. 2:19)
Being imprisoned can work for the furtherance
gﬁ )the good news (Acts 16:19-34: Phil. 1:12-
Jehovah continues to strengthen and uphold his
servants when they come under persecution
(2 Tim. 4:16, 17)

PROCEDURE IN COURT

Proper to honor the judge by rising when he
enters, also to use secular titles showing respect
(Gen. 42:6; Acts 26:2, 3, 25)

This is unlike the adulation demanded by some
rréeré Iv:];é) want to be worshiped as a god (Acts
12:21-23)

KINGDOM MINISTRY SCHOOL COURSE

Expressions such as “Let the king live to time
i2nge)ﬁnite" are not wrong (1 Ki. 1:31; Neh.

Regardless of false accusations, do not resort to
reviling or threatening (1 Pet. 2:23)
Treat accusers with kindness and pray that they
may see the truth (Matt. 5:44)

Remain firm, fearless as befits those entrusted
with the “good news"” (Phil. 1:27-29)

Keep in mind that your being in court is “for a
witness”; therefore, seek to give a witmess
concerning Jehovah and his kingdom by Christ
(Matt. 10:18; Luke 21:12, 13)

Be bold, keeping in mind that you speak as an
ambassador or as an envoy of Christ (Eph.
6:18-20)

Hold to your legal rights as did Peter and John,
recognizing Jehovah as Supreme Lawgiver
(Acts 4:18-21; 5:27-29)

Where advantageous, an appeal may be made
to a higher court

The apostle Paul appealed to Caesar, although

not for reversal of any sentence against him
(Acts 25:11, 12)

The decision as to whether to appeal should be

based on circumstances
Is a favorable decision likely on appeal?

Bear in mind that the courts of the land are

composed of imperfect men and you will

encounter obstacles, perhaps false witnesses,

loss of time and additional personal expense

OVERSEERS TO HELP THE BROTHERS
IN DIFFICULT TIMES

A natural disaster may occur, causing isolation or
loss of property; the elders should endeavor to
i_t:gg the congregation supplied with spiritual

Attempt to communicate with the branch office
Seek to arrange necessary physical and spiritual
assistance according to the needs of the broth-
ers; take initiative to do what you can locally

In case of opposition to the work, as with a ban,
the elders continue to responsibilities
under direction of the holy spirit

Keep spiritual food available, sharing literature
for study
If new publications are unobtainable, use older
literature and restudy
All shoutl)? be %ncouraged to use spiritual food
available and continue to grow spirituall
(Col. 1:8-11) o
May arrange for private meetings in different
places each week
These private meetings could be held in homes
with the table set as for a meal
Larger groups can assemble in the woods, at
beaches, in isolated places, as for a picnic,
while discussing Scriptural truths
Always impress on congregation that associa-
tion strengthens but that isolation makes one
an easy prey for the enemy
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THE VALUE OF DISCIPLINE AND COUNSEL FROM JEHOVAH

(Ask class for suggestions as to how to cope
with problems in caring for spiritual needs
of congregation when under ban)

Encourage witnessing to continue, preaching in
any way possible

With discretion, probably can call at homes in
continued effort to locate *‘sheep”

Continue to gather in *“‘sheep” but be cautious
in inviting new ones to associate

Better to hold a Bible study for some time to

let them prove themselves, thus avoiding
infiltration of spies or enemies

If no literature but Bible is available, have
studies with just the Bible

If the Bible is taken, continue speaking what
is in your mind and heart

(Ask students for suggestions as to how to
witness under ban)

Elders should encourage all to keep balanced,

sound in mind and avoid fear (Ps. 118:6)-

Continue to encourage all to stand firm, main-
tain integrity, be diligent in prayer and trust
in Jehovah (Dan. 6:10)

Be careful not to betray spiritual brothers
Literature should be scattered to various places
and hidden to prevent its being confiscated
If work is banned, funds for the Society should

No. 52 — Second Friday, 4:30

133

be retained in the congregation until instruc-
tions are received from the office

BE PREPARED,
ALWAYS RELYING ON JEHOVAH
AND HIS ORGANIZATION

Make it a practice now to rely on Jehovah and
his spirit for strength and help (Acts 18:9, 10;
Prov. 3:5, 6)

Now is the time to work closely with the faithful
and discreet slave class, showing genuine ap-
preciation for spiritual food by regular study
and meeting attendance; share fully in field
ministry; work closely with all appointed over-
seers

Walking in integrity before there are severe pres-
sures makes it easier to do so when the situation
is more difficult (Prov. 2:7)

MAIN POINT: Elders are privileged to strengthen
and help brothers so they can stand firm in time
of trouble, thus honoring Jehovah

SOURCES: fr 3, 9, 38, 40, 45; ms 374378

TEACHING SUGGESTION: When discussing this ma-
terial, consider appropriate national laws and court
decisions that pertain to the preaching work

The Value of Discipline and Counsel from Jehovah

THE MEANING OF DISCIPLINE
AND COUNSEL
Greek word for discipline means, basically, ‘in-

' struction,” ‘a course of training’

Moses was ‘instructed in Egypt’s wisdom,’ and
Saul (Paul) was ‘instructed in the ancestral
Law’ (Acts 7:22; 22:3)

Discipline does not always mean punishment,
as it does at 1 Timothy 1:20; however, the
same Greek word can also be rendered ‘chas-
tise.! (Luke 23:16, 22) Hence discipline means
more than mere instruction. It includes the
thought of there being restrictions or correc-
tive measures available to cause the disciple to
adhere to the course being taught (Prov. 3:11)

Counsel is advice, often includes commendation
and constructive suggestions; it is linked with
discipline at Proverbs 19:20

Jehovah disciplines through home and congrega-
tion (Eph. 6:4; Deut. 22:18)
This course of training includes counsel; an
example in right deeds is also very important
if it is to be effective

BENEFITS OF DISCIPLINE AND COUNSEL

The Bible often illustrates godly training as com-
ing from a father who lovingly subjects his sons
to a course of discipline for their good (Prov.
1:8; 4:1; Heb. 12:7)

The congregation is “God’s household.” (1 Tim.
3:15) Being therein entitles one to its protec-
tion and provisions, such as sins being forgiven,
having prayers heard, getting holy spirit and its
fruitage, associating with fine brothers, stec.
(Luke 11:13; Jas. 1:17) But along with the
benefits Christians must also accept the disci-
pline, training, that God gives his household

Value of this course of training is shown in He-

brews chapter 12

Discipline identifies Christians as ‘sons,’ not ille-
gitimate children, as only sons are disciplined
by a father (Verses 5, 8)

God'’s fatherly training of sons for their good is
illustrated in the Bible (Prov. 3:11, 12)

“As a man corrects his son,” God allowed natu-
ral Israel to wander forty years in the wilder-
ness, humbling them for their own good and
to help them learn the importance of his
commandments (Deut. 8:2.5, 15, 16)

Jesus, foremost son of God, recognized value
of discipline. To serve as high priest he had to
‘learn obedience’; he required training, dis-
ciplining, to be perfected for his office beyond
any possibility of failure. He accepted this
course willingly. Now, as a compassionate
high priest who has himself personally ex-
perienced suffering, Jesus superbly gualifies

to serve others (Heb. 2:17, 18; 4:15, 16; 5:
8-10)
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Discipline from Jehovah results in reward of
life; it is proper to work for this valuable re-
ward (Heb. 11:6; 12:2, 9)

Through discipline we ‘partake of God’s holiness’
(Heb. 12:10)

God’s “holiness” has reference to cleanness,
purity, sacredness

Accepting God'’s discipline, the instruction from
his Word, and the guidance of his holy spirit
helps us maintain a morally upright course

Even our body will be a ‘holy sacrifice, accept-
able to God’; to defile it or make it unclean
would render us unholy (Rom. 12:1; 2 Cor.
T21)

Discipline “yields peaceable fruit, namely, righ-
teousness,” that is, a course of right doing
(Heb. 12:11) -

So godly discipline corrects things or makes
them right. Do we value what is right enough
to make changes in our lives, even though
painful? Even at the cost of personal embar-
rassment or loss of face? (Ps. 119:47, 48;
Heb. 1:9) -

God disciplines his sons, even “scourges” them,
which indicates severity (Heb. 12:6)

Mosaic law allowed for “strokes” with rod or
stick; could be for person’s good. “Scourging”
can be even more severe; so God may allow
sons to undergo severe trials (Prov. 20:30;
Heb. 11:36) .

Suffering is of value if it corrects a wrong;
in a sense we “learn” in this way (Ps. 119:71)

Persons can ‘know’ something is right or
wrong from a book. Pharisees, for instance,
knew that the Scriptures said: ‘I want
mercy and not sacrifice,” yet Jesus told them
to go and ‘learn what it means’ (Matt. 9:13)

Right principles must be put to work in our
lives; this ‘learning’ may be difficult, trying,
gﬁea.ni.ng suffering physically and emotion-

y

HOW DISCIPLINING AND COUNSELING
ARE DONE TODAY

Responsible men in the congregation are inter-
ested in its purity, working to build it up by
constructive counsel (2 Cor. 13:10)

They follow example of Jesus and apostles in
showing sincere concern for “sheep” commit-
ted to their care

As you follow this example, brothers should
feel free to come to you for advice

Discipline and education in the congregation
today are basically from the Scriptures;
elders get their authority therefrom, so their
counsel should be based solidly on the Bible
(2 Tim. 3:16, 17)

Good to show basis for counsel in the Bible,
so brothers do not get impression that you
are simply giving just your viewpoint

Meditation on Scriptures will ‘discipline you in
righteousness,’ so you know “how you ought to
§onduct5 yourself in God’s household” (1 Tim.

114, 15)

KINGDOM MINISTRY SCHOOL COURSE

Takes more than reading, sitting at meetings,
outward agreement; to act with understanding
and wisdom, we must study and apply Scrip-
tures (1 Ki. 2:3)

This takes positive, deliberate effort. Time is
required to think about Bible and our course
of life. Need information to reach the heart,
influence us for good

Counsel may come as kind remark from respon-
sible fellow Christian, or from Society's pub-
lication (Prov. 15:31)

We can learn from own mistakes and those of
others (Prov. 24:30-34; 1 Tim. 5:20)

SELF-DISCIPLINE CAN BE APPLIED
IN MANY ASPECTS OF LIFE

Work habits: Do you discipline yourself to get
an early start or do you, rather, ‘love sleep’?
In your work are you diligent, reliable, or un-
dependable and unnecessarily slow? (Prov. 20:
13; 1 Cor. 15:58; Col. 3:23)

Keeping agreements: According to Romans 1:31,
32 those “false to agreements” (literally, “en-
gagement breakers”) are worthy of death, since
those who make a practice of this are actually
liars. Do you sincerely strive to keep your word
even in small things? (Matt. 5:37) -

Recreation: While recreation is a personal matter,
all should ask: Of what value is it if it en-
croaches on my health or work? Is it upbuilding
or does it interfere with my family life, field
ministry or study time? Does it stumble others?
4Baé1§moe and self-discipline are required (1 Tim.

Conduct with opposite sex: Matthew 5:28 should
govern attitude toward those not your mate.
It takes self-discipline to avoid “works of the
flesh.” Self-disciplined one avoids all that is not
chaste, such as pornography, self-abuse, loose
conduct. On the other hand, dwelling on right
things inclines one in a spiritual way

Ask self: How would I want my fleshly sister
treated? Proper application of 1 Timothy 5:1,
2 results in a clean conscience

Associates: Bible counsel should be applied in
avmgmg unnecessary association with those
lacking faith, those who prefer the old system
(Jas. 4:4, 5; Prov. 4:14, 15)

Manners: To all persons, a Christian should be
kind, not crude or thoughtless. (Matt. 7:12;
1 Cor. 10:31) Term ‘older man’ implies high
regard Bible attaches to faithful ones advanced
in years, as well as those having responsible
office within the congregation; those who truly
are elders will treat all other elders with respect
(Lev. 19:32)

Personal grooming and dress: “Modesty” is the
Bible's standard. (1 Tim. 2:9) We should not
want to identify ourselves with immodest, im-
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ENDURANCE THAT RESULTS IN DIVINE APPROVAL

moral or rebellious segments of the world by
our dress. At Philippians 4:8, 9 the principle is
to consider what is “chaste” and “well spoken
of.” As Philippian Christians were to “practice”
what they “heard and saw” in connection with
Paul, so we too. Responsible ones in the congre-
gation should set fine standard in these respects

Speech: Our speech should be upbuilding at all
times. Controlling one’s temper not only is a
credit to a Christian but actually brings valu-
gbg.i physical benefits (Prov. 17:27; Eph. 4:29-

PROPERLY VALUING DISCIPLINE
AND COUNSEL
Avoid extremes of attitude when receiving spe-
cific counsel (Heb. 12:5) )
“Do not belittle the discipline from Jehovah”
Regardless of-the source, if counsel is consistent
with Bible, accept it. Do not let personality of
other person influence your attitude toward
Seriptural counsel, nor cause you to be hasty
in rejecting it (Prov. 18:13)
God used imperfect men to transmit even the
Scriptures that we now have
“Neither give out when you are corrected by him"”
Some brood, become dismayed, frustrated, lose
confidence, develop martyr complex. Others
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think, ‘Brothers have it in for me.' This can
lead to missing the whole purpose of discipline

“Righting of the wrong” is the wise course

Corinthians were affected by Paul's severe ac-
tion, saddened, but took steps to clear selves
(2 Cor. 7:10, 11)

The “sadness of the world” mourns unpleasant
consequences of sin and ‘getting caught,’ as
illustrated by cases of Cain, Esau and Judas
(Gen, 4:5-14; 27:32-41; Matt. 27:2-5)

“Sadness in a godly way makes for repentance,”
moves people to ‘turn around.” Absence of real
changes indicates that the discipline has not
realized its intended aim (Ezek. 33:14, 15)

Let godly discipline and counsel “work deeply’ in
you (Prov. 17:10)

Knowing the purpose of discipline and counsel,
and what they lead to, value them highly;
let them endear Jehovah to you and contribute
'i% )your continued happiness (Prov. 12:1; 13:

Above all, stay humble, remembering you are
only sinful flesh; like the very young child
of an ageless Father (Rom. 12:16)

MAIN POINT: Regardless of how it is presented
to you, never reject counsel or discipline that is
in line with God's Word; also learn to discipline
yourself by applying God’s Word to yvour own life

SOURCES: ms 160-162; ad 836, 1387, 1388, 1624, 1825

Endurance That Results in Divine Apgroval

JEHOVAH URGES US
TO DISPLAY CHRISTIAN ENDURANCE

Jehovah himself is the greatest example of en-
durance; this is so in broader sense than just
that he lives endlessly

In working out his purpose he has for 6,000
years endured wickedness and the reproach
brought on his good name

Though having power to wipe out humans who
dishonor and disobey him, he has “endured”
them (Rom. 9:22, By, AS)

God had records of the endurance of his servants
included in the Bible as a “pattern” for us
(Jas. 5:10, 11)

H%spedﬁcajly called attention to “endurance of

obl'

Record of how prophets were mistreated but kept
faithfully at their assignments benefits us
(Heb. 11:36-38)

They had divine approval because of their faith
and their exemplary endurance; the *“world
was not worthy of them”

God is not dealing with us by some new method;
He tells us that Christians too need endurance
to gain his approval (Jas. 1:12)

As those men proved their constanecy to God, so
must we

James said trials we must endure are cause for
happiness; they lead to “becoming approved”
and gaining reward of life

Christians in first century needed endurance to
survive the end of the Jewish system of things
Jesus urged such endurance in order to get
saved; his words had an application during
foretold tribulation on Jerusalem (Matt. 24:13)
About 61 C.E. Paul stressed “need of endurznce”
to gain promise, though they had already faced
trials (Heb. 10:32-34, 36)

Such endurance is especially vital now
With end of this system just ahead, we too must
manifest endurance to gain divine approval
Because of our faith and service up to this point,
we now have a fine standing with God
Still we must endure in Christian living, for
without that all our preaching would be in
vain
Whatever other trials may yet come—persecu-
tion, privations, sickness, traitors—we will
have to endure
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