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SENATE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC HEALTH, WELFARE & SAFETY 

Minutes February 2, 1973 

The Public Health, Welfare and Safety Committee meeting was 
called to order by Chairman Elmer Flynn on February 2, 1973, 
at 10:00 a.m., in Room 415 of the State Capitol Building. 

Roll Call found all members in attendance. 

Chairman Flynn first called for discussion on Senate Bill 141 
and Senator Vainio, as chief sponsor,· first spoke on the bill. 
He explained it briefly, and quoted the following figures, sta
ting that there has been only one increase in welfare since 1959: 

One Adult. 
Two Adults 
Two Adults, 
One Adult 

2 Children 
2 Children 

Received in 1967 
$110.00 
173.00 
243.00 
187.00 

Receives Now 
$116.00 
185.00 
243.00 
193.00 

Senator Vainio introduced other proponents of the bill, and testi
mony was heard from the following: Steve Coldiron of Just Us, 
Inc.; Mary Tevebaugh, Missoula; Bonnie Reichart, Helena; Peggy 

· Curry, Missoula; Hazel Roberts, Missoula; Annabelle Johnson of 
Butte; Josie Acebedo of Butte; also Harley Evanson of Great 
Falls. He introduced Betty Curran, Kathy Evanson, Nora Dyson, 
all of Great Falls. 

Senator Vainio also introduced Steve McAskill of Lewis & Clark 
County Welfare Department; Feral Wagner, OutReach Worker from 
Wolf Point; Paul S. Capino, Missoula; Frieda Sandau, Missoula; 
John Higgins of Helena. R. Neil Sanders, Dept. of Social & Re
habilitations Service also spoke, using the Fiscal Note of SB141 
as the basis for his information. 

Chairman Flynn asked for other proponents of the bill and testi
fiers included also Margaret Selway and Pamela McBride, both of 
Missoula; there were no opponents present to test.ify against the 
bill. Chairman Flynn thanked those who appeared on behalf of 
the bill, and moved the discussion to SB408. 

Senator McDonald, chief sponsor of this bill introduced James 
Pippard of the 4 C's who spoke on the bill. He said the bilL 
is a result of a meeting held last summer attended by a group 
of legislators and physicians, and that this bill was the re-
sult of their experiences with Child neglect cases. Vince 
Matule, Dept of S.R.S. explained the bill and said he thought 
this law would better protect the children. Proponents also sta
ted the new law would make reporting of child neglect cases easier. 
Frank R. Sennett, Dept of S.R.S. also spoke as a proponent of the 
bill, as did Norma Cutone of S.R.S. It was brought out that the 
S.R.S. can handle this legislation without any additional staff. 

Chairman Flynn asked for opponents of the bill and there were 
none present to testify. 

Senator Bollinger then explained briefly SJR 34 saying he felt 
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that a study should be made in Montana to look into the health 
maintenance organizations, and this resolution would call for 
such a study. Another proponent of the SJR 34 was Paul S. Car
penter of the Missoula-Mineral Co. Human Resources, and Bill 
Ikerd of the Department of S.R.S. 

Jerry Willis and Ken Rohyons of the Association for Retarded 
Children, addressed the committee on HJRll, explained it brief
ly and asked for the committee's support when the bill comes 
before the body. 

Chairman Flynn then called for voting on the previously heard 
bills, and Senator Bollinger moved for a DO PASS on SJR34 with 
Senator Zody seconding the motion. Voting was unanimous. 

Voting was then conducted on SB408 and Senator Bollinger moved 
a DO PASS On SB408, with Senator Story seconding the motion, 
all present voting "Aye". 

Chairman Flynn than asked for a vote on SB141, and Senator 
Vainio moved the bill DO PASS, with Senator Bollinger seconding 
the motion. There were two "Nay" votes and they were Senators 

.Story and Cochrane, it was so noted for the record. The other 
committee members present voted "Aye". 
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February 22, 1973 

PUBLIC HEALTH, WELFARE AND SAFETY COMMITTEE PROCEEDINGS: 

A meeting of the Public Health, Welfare and Safety Committee 
was held on Thursday, February 22, 1973 at 10:30 a.m. in Room 
428A with Chairman Bob Lee presiding. All members were present 
except Reps. Fagg and McKittrick. 

SENATE BILL # 349 -- SPONSOR: Sen. Harrison -- Senator Drake 
originally requested this bill. It is a change in the title 
of "chiropodist" to "podiatrist". The only other change the 
bill contains is from the number two,to three,people, which 
is just a typographical change. The change is a professional 
name change. Questions followed. 

SENATE BILL # 290 -- SPONSOR: Sen. Moore -- Sen. Story ex
plained the bill. It is a companion bill to SB 349. The Board 
of Medical Doctors would rather be called the Board of Medical 
Examiners, and the "chiropodists" would rather be called 
"podiatrists". That is all the bill does. Questions followed. 

SENATE BILL # 408 -- SPONSOR: Sen. McDonald explained that the 
. bill has to do with child abuse. The testimony was turned over 

to Jim Peppard, SRS--the present law simply does not do the job. 
He attended a child abuse seminar last summer--presented a letter 
from Dr. Weich. The bill does three things: (1) The complaint 
goes directly to the local child welfare unit at the county 
office. (2) of the four professions required to report, two 
new ones have been added--law enforcement personnel and Attorneys. 
(3) neighbors and friends would be included. (4) It would 
require SRS to maintain a central registry and inform any other 
counties if the family in question moved into them. Another 
propoRent, Bill Minor, also of SRS, -- this bill would be an up
dating of what is actually already going on. Questions followed: 
Frank Sennett answered some -- he felt that a team concept between 
the Dept. and the county attorney could be worked out to satisfy 
everyone better. 

SENATE BILL # 437 -- sponsor: Sen. McDonald called the bill a 
"controlling bureaucracy bill" It would require that a personal 
letter be sent out announcing that a district was being contem
plated. OPPONENTS: Dean Zinnicker, Mont. Assoc. of County 
Commissioners -- the cost would be too much, and it would further 
hold up the establishing of a district. The present method is 
enough to inform the public. Terrence Carmady, Dept. of Health-
agreed that the public should be well aware of the possibility 
of making a new district. A public meeting would be a better 
idea though, he felt. Questions followed. 

SENATE BILL # 241 -- SPONSOR: Sen. McKeon was unable to appear. 
Jerry Loendorf, Mont. Medical Assoc., gave testimony in his 
place. The bill allows epileptics to apply for a drivers' license 
and receive it. The requirements have been changed. 
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STATEMENT 

Date '2 - 2. '2 - 7 3 
-------.. 

--=-tt? - S"tJ c A L I v Support ? ~t~'----
Representing ~S.e::.-~/(r-.:::S ___ ~ ___ Lf..__-___;C:::::...I~' ___ _ Oppose ? 

. ' 
Which Bill ? SB. ~of. Amend ? -Corrunents: 

~Please leave prepared statement with the committee secretary. 
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WITNESS STATEMENT 

Name Date c2/~J73 
Address Support ? ~ 

Representing Oppose ? 

Which Bill ? 'f:t., 'J~ Amend ? 

Comments• 5kw~ ~ /ii!IJuyhl- o/'. !tJ a.M. 

it Please leave prepared statement with the committee secretary. 
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the subject. He feels that an error was made when typing the 
bill and that is why the measurement has been designated in feet 
instead of meters. He presented a summary of laws in other 
states, and a chart showing noise relationships between snow
mobiles and other devices. The present law, if enforced, would 
eliminate virtually any snowmobile from being operated in Mon
tana. Ray Stubbs, teacher at Bozeman High School -- in con
currence with Mr. Smith's statements. Mr. Clinton Mogen, Big Sky 
Snow Riders, -- also feels there is a typographical error in the 
law. OPPONENTS: Larry Lloyd, Dept. of Healt~ -- presented with 
his written statement a written statement from Mr •. :Robert Chaney. 
If enacted, this bill would destroy the attempts of snowmobile 
manufacturers to produce quieter machines. Patricia Antonick, 
Sierra Club-- the peacefulness and quiet of the mountains has 
been destroyed enough already. Sen. Story closed -- snowmobiles 
should not be outlawed in Montana and if this bill is not enacted, 
they will be,in essence. Questions followed. (Reps. Healy and 
Fagg were excused for other meetings) Sen. Story presented copies 
of a Fish and Game order concerning snowmobile noise. 

SENATE BILL # 301 -- SPONSOR: Senator Mather -- this bill repeals 
the Thompson Act. It has been agreed to by the Mont. Medical 
Assoc. and the Mont. Hospital Assoc. Chad Smith, representing 
the Mont. Hosp. Assoc.-- the purpose of the bill is to allow. 
hospitals to establish rules of competency relating to persons 
performing services in the hospital. A typographical amendment 
was offered by Jerry Loendorf, Mont. Medical Assoc. Dr. John 
McMahon, Mont. Medical Assoc. -- statement attached. Rod Gudgel, 
Mont. Nursing Home Assoc., arose in support of the bill. No 
opponents; questions followed. 

The following action was taken: 

• 

HB # 202 -- Rep. McKittrick moved that it BE HELD OVER until next 
year. Discussion followed. Motion carried; Brown and Hall opposed. 

SB # 408 -- Rep. Marbut gave the subcommittee report and then moved 
adoption of their proposed amendments. Motion carried unanimously. 
Marbut then moved that it BE CONCURRED IN AS AMENDED. Motion 
carried; Turner, Hall, Jones and Olson were opposed. 

SJR # 34 -- Rep. McKittrick moved it BE CONCURRED IN. Discussion 
followed. Motion carried; Turner opposed. 

SB # 209 -- Rep. Hall moved that it BE NOT CONCURRED IN. 
Motion carried; Jones, Olson, Brown and Turner opposed. 

SB # 233 -- Rep. Hall moved it DO NOT BE CONCURRED IN. Discussion 
followed. Rep. Turner moved as a substitute motion that it DO BE 
CONCURRED IN. Rep. Hall moved as a substitute motion to all 
motions pending the bill be amended on page 3, line 19. Hall's 
substitute motion carried, Olson opposed. Rep. Holmes moved that 4lt 
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having had under consideration .................... $.~NA.~.~---···························································· Bill No .. 4.Q.~ ....... . 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT AMENDING SECTIONS 
10-901, 10-902, AND 10-903, R.C.M. 1947, CHANGING THE 
DECLARATION OF POLICY IN REGARD TO REPORTING OF CASES 
OF CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE BY PROVIDING THAT THE REPORTS 
ARE MADE TO THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND REHABILITATION 
SERVICES OR ITS LOCAL AFFILIATE RATHER THAN TO THE COUNTY 
ATTORNEY; EXPANDING THE PERSONS REQUIRED TO REPORT; 
CHANGING THE DEFINITION BY INCLUDING ~ WITH PHYSICAL 
ABUSE, SEXUAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL ABUSE." 

Respectfully report as follows: That... ..... S.en.at.e ................................................................. Bill No .... 4;.Q.8 ..... . 

Be amended in the title of the Senate Third Reading Bill, linee 10 
!:rml•l!l, after the word-"SERVICES" by inserting a comma"," an~n 
line 11 by deleting the word "SR", and after the word 11 AFFILIATE" 
by deleting the words "RPs'i'HER-IfHAN-If9 11 and inserting in lieu thereof 
the word "AND" and 

further amend page 2, line 7, of the Senate Third Reading bill, by 
deleting the following: "he-hre~gh~-~e-hear-en-~he-~i~~a~ien-in-an 
e~£er~ll and inserting in lieu thereof the word 11 Seek" and 

further amend page 3, line 24 and 25 of the Senate Third Reading bill, 
after the word 11 ~m£Ji.P" on line 2 4, by inserting a comma ".L" , and · 
deleting the word "er" and after thW word}k" ~~j:iliat~11 on line 25, 
by deleting the words "~he-seeiai-servi~le~'t!ni~" and inserting in 
lieu thereof 11 and the county attorney 11 and 

further amend page 4, line 1 of the Senate Third Reading bill, by 
S@%1s!ng the following: "wei£e.re-deeart.men~11 and 

further amend page 5, line 19 of the Senate Third Reading bill, after 
the word "department11 by deleting the words ~~~~r~her-has-~he-reepen~:i: 
h:i:ii~y-e£-ad'!rieiftg-" and inserting in lieu thereof the words "will 
advise" and 

further amend page 5, line• 20 dilougFF-~ of the Senate Third Reading 
· bill by inserting a period "." after the word "investigation" mt lnte 
~ and deleting the following material: "e.ftd-i~-£'tir-cher-aet.ien-:i:e 
~eeeeeary7 ~it-re£er-t.he-eaee-t.e-~he-ee'tint.y-at.t.erftey-£er-~reeee~t.:i:en, 
er-~zt-£-iie-a-pet.i~ien-e£-negieet.-in-t.he-d:i:s~r:i:et.-ee'tir~. 
Committee Report form ......................................................................................... . 
Revised 1968 Chairman. 

FORM 19 
~;l ll\l'I~7R 
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