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AFFIDAVIT OF DON ADAMS r E.6 1 0 198G 

STATE OF NEW YORK 
T:me if, ·4-;;1 O'Clock fi........ -M 

EVA UNm!EY . 
COUNTY OF KINGS r,isnicl C14tk, r'l!!!llifl (it;;, ,.,:~s 

....:2 i;i'l~·i' •; • ~%b-G.,~'-'tY 

ss.: 

B1- ·'= 
I, Don Adams, after being duly sworn, depose and say: 

1. I am over 21 years of age and reside at 124 

Columbia Heights·, Brooklyn,· New York ·11201, 'r' have never been· 

convicted of a felony or a crime of moral turpitude and I am 

·competent to testify, 

2. I am the Assistant Secretary-Treasurer of the 

} ·• Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of New Yoi::k, Inc., and, as 

,: such, I am familiar with the books, records, publications _and 

::operating procedures of the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of 
•! 
:: New York, Inc. I have personal knowledge of the facts set out ., 
" ;; he:r:ein and I am a custodian of the official records and 
l! 
(; publications 
:I 

described herein. 

j! 
\[ 

3. 
" 

The Watchtower Bible and Tract Soci_ety of New 
i! 
UYork, Inc. is the parent organization of all congregations of 
!i 
:\Jehovah's Witnesses in the United States, including the Bonham 
\\ 
(!Congregation of Jehovah's Witnesses located in Bonham, Texas. 
n 
H 
ti 
\I Witnesses 

4. It is the teaching and practice of Jehovah's 

to follow tbe example of first century Christians. A 

Governing Body,- at present comprised of thirteen men, direct all 

ii 
" 'i I, 

teaching, pceaching, disciple-making and 
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ities of Jehovah's Witnesses throughout the worla. {See the 

basic otganization manual of Jehovah's Witnesses, Organized to 

Aci:;omi;,lish One Ministry, pases 10 ana 25, and T.hLWatchtower, the 

official semimonthly journal of Jehovah's Witnesses, "The 

Christian Congregation and Its Operation," October 1, 1977, page 

598 .} 

5. Regaroing the positiory of the Governing Body, 

or,_ani zea to r,,ccomplisb our Mioi.strv states at page 28, 

All in the organization recognize God's way of 
theocratic control. The congregations acknowledge ana 
conform to the guidance of the Governing Body as it 
outlines organizational ai::rangements £or. the benefit of 
all. 

6. To•implement their decisions, the Governing Body 

uses a hierarcbial organization .together ·with corporate entities, 

when appropriate, to accomplish its worldwide work of.teaching 

and declaring the good news of God's established Kingdom. The 

principal corpoi::ation used by the Governing Body is the Watch 

Tower Bible and Tract Society of Pennsylvania. (See Organized ;l:o 

Accomplish our Mioistc~, page 26.J 

7. Under the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society of 

Pennsylvania, the Governing Body directs 95 branches through 

Branch Committees that repo-rt their progress to the Governing 

Body and implement the directives of the Governing Body in a 

uniform manner. {See organized to Accomrlish Oqr Mioistrv, pages 

26 and 27,) 

8. The Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of New 

, I 
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York, Inc. is ·a branch used to administer to the needs of 

Jehovah 1 s Witnesses in the United States. (See Organized t.P. 

Accomplu;h our Minist~, pages 26 ana·27.) 

9. The united States Branch is pa:ct of· a zone, which 

is supervised by a Zone Overseer. Organized to ;ccQmplisb ~ 

Ministry states at page 53: 

.Per~odically·,. au._i.ngem·~n~-s~are· made by the Governing.· 
Body to have qualified brothers serve each of the 
branches throughout the earth. 

These visits are comprebensive and cover evety aspect 

of the branch's activities. A prima.:ry objective is to as-sure 

that each branch is working in·harmony with the directives of the 

Governing Body. 

10. Each zone is made up of districts. Each district 

is supervised by a District Overs_eer. organized to As:.s;omplish 

Qur Ministry states at page 51: 

The district over2eer is a traveling eldet who is also 
appointed by the Governing Body and assigned by the 
branch office to serve a number of circuit~ tbat 
comprise a district. · 

At regular .intervalsT the District Overseer reports to 
! 

;; the branch on the ptogre.ss and spiritual health of the circuits 

,\ which make up the district to which he is assigned. Like the 
;i 
. i Zone Overseer, he is charged 'with the responsibility to assure 
'! 
!\ that all of the activities in the district conform to the 
~ ! 

)l dii:-ectives of the Governing Body. (See Organized to Accomplish 

il!wr Hioistr,y, pages 51 and 52.J (. 

:i 
'I !i 
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[!lt is Jehovah's arrangement and be will hold the 
overseers responsible for their actions. they are 
representing him and his theocratic rule. He will 
remove from office (through the actions of the 
Governing Body) those overseers who fail to manifest 
the fruitage of the spirit and whose pattern of life 
falls short of the scriptural requirements, 

(Also see organizea to Accomplish onr Ministry, pages 41-53 ,J 

14. The responsibility of all of these positions is to 

assure the unity and oneness of the congregations throughout the 

·w·orld with the·direct:ion of.'the·Governing 1\ody; (See.Organized to 

Accomplish Qiu: Ministry, page 54.l 

15. Each position is filled by appointment from the 

Governing .Body· and each appointed representative is rE!guired to 

cooperate with the Governing Body. {See Organized to Accomplish 

;: 011r Ministry, page 41 and The watchtower, "The, Christian 

Congregation and Its Operation,• October l, 1977, page 598.) 

16. Appointed representatives within the congregations 

,. fall into two catagories, elders or overseers and ministerial 
" 
:; servants. (see Qr9anizea to ;ccorrmlish Qur Ministry, pages 28 to 
!I 
11·40 and The Watchtower, "The Ch.dstian Congregation, and Its 
i' ,i Opei;i:l.tion,• Octobe,; 1; 1977, pages 599 to 601.l ,. 
;i 
;; 
,. 
" 'I 

17. It is the responsibility of the body of elders to 
l: 
i/See that the congregation is managed according to the directives 
;I 

\I of the Governing Body. ,: . 
In harmony with these directives, each 

'I ii body of elde,;s has specific responsibilities to be fillea by 
;I 

i! qualifying elders. each congregation has the following positio_ns. 
jJ 
: to be filled, the presiding overseer, secretary, service 
! 
; 
i 
ii 
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overseer, Watchtower Study conductor and Theocratic Ministry 

School overseer. Organized to Accomplish Our ~ini stry states at 

page 42: 

The presiding ovecseer serves as chairman at the 
meetings of the body of elders. Cornniunications and 
important records of the congregation are handled by 
the secretary who keeps the elders informed about 
important coFrnunicaticns. Arrangements for field 
activity and other service-related matters come under 
the directio_n of the service overseer .• 

18~ There are five scheduled meetings of worship which 

each member of the congregation attends. While these· meetings 

are conducted by the local body of elders in each congregation, 

the material covered in the meetings is prescribed by the 

Governing Body in order to assure that all of the congregations 

are receiving the same information and direction. (See 'J:hg 

::watchtower, nThe Christian Congregation and Its Operation,• 

,-October l, 1977, pages 601 to 603.) 

19. One area in which the body of elders would conduct 

:; matters for the benefit of the congregation and subject to the 

;'Governing Body would be in the area of buying or ~elling real 

, estate to be used by the local congregation as a place of worship 

; know as the Kingdom Hall. 

20. By "Memorandum on Kingdom Halls" from Hayden C. 
i ' l Cov1.ngton, Gener·a1 counsel for Watchtower Society ano Jehovah's 

!Witnesses, dated Septewber 1960, bodies of elders in the United 

; States Branch received instructions regarding ownership of 

Kingdom Halls. Under the subheacing, "Relationship Between 

I 
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• 
Congregation and Titleholders,• the memorandum states i~ part: 

When either a corporation or trustee arrangement is 
made and t to property is vested in the corporation 
ot trustees, the titleholders have the same 
relationship to the congregation as does any other 
instrument, equipment or property necessary to carrj 
out the work of the congregation, which is preaching 
the good news in the assigned territory and holding 
meetings. All such instruments or tools are used to 
serve the congregation in harmony with the theocrat:c 
government. 

'l'h~ mere fact th.at a Legal corporation or ·trustee 
·arrangement has be-en made does not mean that· a separate 
organization has been formed that can function 
separately and apart from the congregation and be used 
to guide and direct its policies. The titleholders 
(trustees or corporation) are merely special servants 
of the congregation in whom is vested legal title to 
the Kingdom Hall. Titleholders as such do not act as a 
part of the congregation committee to ope.ate the 
Kingdom Hall or r~n the business of the congregation. 
They have absolutely nothing to do with the use to be 
made of the property and cannot determine who is going 
to live on the property ot what kind of work is to be 
done in it. 

The operation of the.Kingdom Hall, making of repairs 
and improvements, payment of expenses and obligations 
and all other business in connection with owning and 
maintaining the property are all under the direction of 
the theocratic organization through the elders and 
ministerial servants appointed by the Society. 

21. By memorandum entitled "Information.Regarding 

·ownership of Kingdom Balls" f,om the Office of the Secretary and 

Treasurer of the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society of 

Pennsylvania, aated Aprill, 19821 similar language defines the 

relationship between congregation and titleholders: 

The mere fact that a legal corporation or trustee 
arrangement has been made does not mean that a separate 
organi~ation has been formed that can function 
separately and apart from the congregation and be used 
to guide and direct its policies. The titleholders 
(trustees or corporation) are merely special servants 

111045921il Ml0/2005112:59 PM 
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of the congregation in whom is vested legal title to 
the ~ingdom Hall. The titleholders as such do not act 
as a part of the committee to operate the Kingdom Hall 
or run the business of the congregation. The 
titleholders, as such, have absolately nothing to do 
with the use to be made of the property. They cannot 
determine who is going to live on the property or what 
kind of work is to be done in it. 

rhe operation of the hall, making repai~s and 
improvements, payment of expenses and obligations and 
all othe, basiness in connection with owning and 
maintaining the property are all under the direction of 
the theoc:.atic prganization thr.ough the el.ders and 
ministerial; servants ap'point.ed by th.e society. · 

22. The trustees holding title fot any Kingdom Hall 

resemble the "Trustees" which held title to the church property 

which was the subject of the controversy in a landmark United 

States supreme Court case, watson v. Jones, 80 u.s. 679 at 681: 

Connected with each local church, and apparently 
without any functions· in. essence ecclesiastically, are 
what are called the "Trustees;" three persons usually, 
in whom is vested for·form's sake, the legal title to 
the church edifice and other property; the equitable 
power of management of the property being with the 
Session. These Trustees are usually elected 
biennially; they are subject to the Session, and way be 
removed by the congregation. 

23. In 1964 when the Bonham Congregation secured a 

;·mortgage through the Watchtower Bible and Tract society, it was 
., 
·'determined by vote from the congregation that it would be willing 
i 
'to contribute to cover tl1e expenses of a mortgage and 

. contemplated construction expenses. All matters were handled 

j between the body of elders and watchtower Bible and Tract Society 
I 

of New York, 1nc. acting in harmony with the directives of the 

i Governing Body as expressed in the above-menttoned correspondence 

and other publications of the watchtower Bible and Tract Society 

1 I 104592J 3/30/200511259 PM 
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of New York, Inc. 

24 •· By notice elated June 4, 1985, the following duly 

appointed elders of the Bonham Congregation of Jehovah's 

Witnesses were deleted from their appointed positions and are·no 

longer el¢ers of Jehovah's Witnesses: (1) Wendel Baker; (2) 

Trymer L. Berry; (3) James E. Coleman; (4) Ralph E. Deal; and {S) 

Tony M. Jones. 

25, There are currently four duly appointed elders in 

the Bonham Congregation of Jehovah's Witnesses who are recognized 

by the Governing Body of Jehovah's Witnesses. They are (1) 

Luther Brogdon; (2) Richard L. Scofield; (3) Ronald H. Williams; 

and (41 Bennie Bolin. Their dates of appointment were (ll Luther 

:; Brogdon-July 4, 1985; (21 Richard L. Scofield-June 4, 1985; (3) 

Ro_nald H. Williams-November 28, 1985; and (4) Bennie 

Bolin-November 28, 1985. 

26. From the dates of their appointment, the 

" above-mentioned duly appointed elders (Luther Brogdon, Richard L, t: ., 
Scofield, Ronald El. Williams, and Bennie Bal.in) have had the duty 

'· and responsibility to insure that the Kingdom Hall property 
q 
'i located at 1105 Pecan Street, Bonham, Texas, is properly cared 
'I ,, 
;1 for and secured on behalf of the Bonham Congregation of Jehovah's 
11· 

Witnesses. 

27. Each Kingdom Eall owned by Jehovah's Witnesses, 

including the Bonham Kingdom Hall, is dedicated solely to the 
:i 

d . worship and service of Almighty God Jehovah by means of a solem 
!i 
j\ 
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ceremony conducted in harmony with the Holy Scriptures and by 

virtue of such dedication, may not be used for any secular or 

mundane purpose or for religious services which are in conflict 

with the Holy Scriptuies. and the theocratic organization of 

Jehovah's Witnesses which is directed by the Governing Body and 

of Jehovah's Witnesses through the Watchtower Bible and Tract 

Society of New York, Xnc. 

2B. Only the four above-mentioned appointed elders act 

on behalf of the Governing Body of Jehovah's Witnesses under 

authority customarily delegated to congregational elders. They 

and the Bonham Congregation of Jehovah's Witnesses, are entitled 
,1 
;

1 
to the uninterrupted use and enjoyment of the Bonham Congregation 

:i Kingdom Hall located at 1105 1?ecan Stteet, Bonham, Texas. 11 
;J 

!\ 
;1 

STATE OF NEW YORK ) 
! 

!I COUNTY Or, KINGS 
) 

l 

Respectfully submitted, 

ss. ! 

i 
i 
! 

On the ll th day- of ·February, 19 86, before me personallv came 
Don Adams, a person known to be the person described in and.who 

i, executed the foregoing instrument, and ac)rnowledged that be 
;/ executed the same. 

!I e.r,[I) 7 tb~ 
·, J no~=.r T. B!lc1 
ii ~ i N'm:i:=y Pub~ie;, Sr:~t.::: !Jf :N°C'lv' Yort: 
q No. ~-+-Ol'.E-I.--H611SO 

H 
;1 
,I 
ii 
:1 
[I 
q 

Q'U::i.lified in tG:i:z:s Cou..'"1-:y 

·ca==.. ~P.~ M;izcb, ~-OA l.~S.'~ 
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