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I: Don Adans. after being duly sworn: depose and say:

1. I am over 21 years of age and reside at 124
‘. Columbia Heights; Brooklyn, New.York 11201, T have never been’
convicted of a felony or a crime of moral turpitude znd I am

- competent to testify,

2. 1 am the Azsistant Secretary-Treasurer of the
S " Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of New York, Ipc., znd: as
.-such, I am familiar with the books. records, publications and

fgoperating rrocedures of the Watchtower Bibie and Trackt Soclety of

1

%%New'York: Inc. I have personal knowledge of the facts set out
it :
;herein and I am a custodian of the official records and

Eipuhlications described herein.
i
E

v

' 3. The Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of New

York, Inc. is the pazent organization of all congregations of
Jehovah's Witnesses in the United States, including the Bonham

N
nCongregation of Jehovah's Witnesges located in Bonham, Texas.

I
]
t
{
|
i
i
4. 1t is the teaching and practice of Jehovah's

Witnesses to follow the example of first century Christians. A

Governing Body. at present comprised of thirteen men, direct all

i|teaching, preaching, disciple-making and congregational activ-
: ' EXHIBIT
27
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ities of Jehovah's Witnesses throughout the world. {See the
hasic d:ganization manual of Jehovah's Witnesses: Organized to
Accomplish Our Ministryr pages 10 and 25, and The Watchtower, the
official semimonthly jeurnal of Jehovah's Witnesses: "The
Christian'COngregation and Its Operation:® Qctober 1, 1977r page

598.}

5. Regarélng the po tltlon of tHa uovernlng Bcd;:

QIsﬂnLzmiJuLjuuxmmﬁlﬁh,ﬂur_ﬁlniahz* states at page 28:

All in the organizaticn recoqnize God's way of
theocratic contrel. The congregations acknowledge and
conform to the guidance of the Governing Body as it
o?tllnes organizatieonal arrangements for the benefit of
all.

6, To'implemeht their decisions, the Governing Bedy
useé 2 hierarchial organizatidn together with corpcrate entities,
', when appropriater to accomplish its worldwide work of teaching
and declaring the good news of God's established Kingdom. The
principal corporation used by the Governing Body is the Watch

i; Tower Bible and Tract Society of Pennsylvania. (See Organized to |

i o |
i Accomplish Qur Ministry, page 26.) !
‘. 7. Under the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society of

g[ Pennsylvania, the Governing Body directs 85 branches through

;i Branch Committees that report their progress to the Governing

: Bedy and implement the directives of the Governing Body in a

j

: uniform manner. (See Qrganized to Accomplish Qur Ministrv. pages
; 26 andg 27.)
|
1
|

]
!

8. The Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of New

J
Co
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York: Inc. iIs'a pranch used to administer to ihe needs of
Jehovah's Witnesses in the United States. (See Qrganized to
Accomplish Ouz Ministry, pages 26 and 27.)

9. The United States Branch is patt of a zoner which

is supervised by a Zone Overseer. Qrganized to Accomplish Our
Ministry states at page 53:

Periodically, arrangements-are made by the Governing’
Body to have gualified brotliers serve each of the
branches throughout the earth,

These visits are comprehenszive and cover every aspect

- of the branch's activities. A primary cbjective is to assure

that each braneh is working in harmony with the directives of the

Gaverning Body.

10. Each zone is made up of districts. Each district

is supervised by a District Overseer, Qrganized o Accomplish
 Qur Ministry states at page Sl;

The district overseer is a traveling elder whe is also
appointed by the Governing Bedy and assigned by the
branch office to serve a number of circuits that
comprise a gdistrict. :

At regular .intervals, the District Overseer reports to

. the branch on the progress and spiritual health of the circuits

;Ewhich make up the district to which he is assigned. Like the

i

i
E)
14

|
|

o

{

i
il
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i Zone Qverseer, he is charged with the responsibility to ascure

that all of the activities in the district conform to the

directives of the Governing Bedy. (See QOrganized to Accomplish
Dur Mipnistrys pages 51 and 52.)
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{11t is Jehovah's arrangement and he will held the
overseers responsible for their actions., They are
representing him and his theocratic rule. He will
remove from office [(through the actions of the
Governing Body] those overseers who fail to manifest
the fruitage of the spirit and whese pattern of life
falls short of the Scriptural requirements.

(Alsc See Q;gﬂnizﬁﬂ_i;LjhzzumnliﬁkLJMLL_Minjjuuzz: pages 41-53.)
l14. The responsibility of all of these positions ig to
assure the unity and oneness of the congregations.throughout the
‘world with the-@irection of’ the Governing Body. {(See Organized to¢
Accomplish Qur Ministry. page 54.)

15. Each poesition is f£illed by appointment from the

Governing Body and each appointed representative is required to

- cooperate with the Governing Bedy. (See Organized to Acgomplish

g;mltjﬂiniauxr page 41 and The Wstchiowvers “The Christian

' Congregatlon and Its Operatlon-" October lr 1977: page 598)

16. Appeointed representatives within the congregations
i fall intc two catagories, elders or overseers and ministerial

J ;servants. (See me pages za to
,40 and IZEL_g;ghtgﬂgx “The Christian CongrEgatlon and Its

'Ope:atlonp" October lr 1977; pages 599 to 601.)

i

17. It is the responsibility of the body of elders to

i see that the congregation is managed according to the directives
tof the Governing Body. In harmony with these directives, each
baay of alders-has specific responsibilities to be fllled by
iiqualifying elders. Each congregation has the following positions.
e

be filled: the presiding overseer, secrstary; service

11104692 4 - 3f30&‘2005| 1259 PH
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overseer: Watchtower Study conductor and Theocraktic Ministry

School overseer. Organized to Bgcomplish Qur Ministry states at
page 42:

The presiding overseer serves as chairman at the
meetings of the body of elders. Communications and
important records ¢f the congregation are handled by
the secretary who keeps the elders informed about
‘important communications. Arrangements for field
activity and other service-related matters come under
the direction of the service oversesr.

18, There are five scheduied ﬁéetings of worship which
each member of the congregation attends. While these meetings
are conductsd by the local body of elders in each congregation,
the material covered in the meetings is prescribed by the

:quverning Body in order to assure that all of the congregations
-;are receiving the same information and direction. (See The
;gﬂatghtgﬂgxy "The Christian Congregation aﬁd Its Operation,s™

;:0ctober 1, 1977+ pages 8501 to 603.)

19. One area in which the body of elders would cdnduct
;;matters for the benefit of the éongregation and subject to the
i%Governing Boady would be in the area of buying or selling real
;gestéte tc be used by the local congregation as a place of worship

%fknaw as the Xingdom Eall,

i% 20. By "Memcrandum on RKingdom Halls" from Hayden C.
;ECovingtonf General Counsel for Watchtower Society and Jehovah's

§%Witnessesf dated September 1560 bodies of elders in the United
E;states Branch received instructions regarding ownership o

?iEingdom Halls. Under the subheading. "Relationship Between

I -

it -

i

1110459 1 100005 11250 P |
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Congregation and Titlsholders:” the wmemorandum states 1n part:

When either a corporation or trustes arrangement is
made and title to property 1s vested in the corporation
or trustees, the titleholders have the same ,
relationship to the congregation as does any other
instrument: equipment or property necessary to carry
out. the work of the congregation, which is preaching
the good news in the assigned territory and holding
meetings. ALl such instruments or tools are unsed to
serve the congregation in harmony with the theocratic
government. .

The mere fact that a legal corporation or ‘tristee o -
arrangement hag been made does not mean that a separate

- organization has been formed that can function
separately and apart from the congreqatien and be used
to guide and direct ‘its policies. The titlehglders
{(trustees or corporation) are merely gpecial servants
of the congregation in whom is vested legal title to
the Eingdom Hall. Titleholders as such do not act as a
part of the congregation committee to operate the
Kingdom Hall or run the business of the congregation.
They have absolutely nothing to do with the use to he
.made of the property and cannct determine who is gqoing
to live on the property or what kind of work is to be
done in it. '

The operation of the Ringdom Hall, making of repairs
and improvements. payment of expenses and obligations
and all other business in connection with owning and
maintaining the property are all under the direction of
the theocratic organization through the elders and

i ministerial servants appointed by the Society.

. 21. By memorandum entitled "Information Regarding
LQOWnership of Kingdom Halls" Erom the Office of the Secretary and
' .

! Treasurer of the Watch Tawer Bible and Tract Society of

i Pennsylvania, dated April 1, 1982, similar language defines the

relationship between congregation and titleholders:

?

|

) The mere fact that a legal corporation or trustee

o arrangement has been made does not mean that a separate
1

|

I

i

!

organization has been formed that can function
separately and apart from the congregation and be used
to guide and direct its policies. The titleholde:s
{trustees or corporation) are merely special servants

R
11704502 5% 3502006 1:12:59 PH
116

CAEKAERT/MAPLEY 004045



Case 1:20-cv-00052-SPW Document 288-8 Filed 11/06/23 Page 8 of 11

hoal
03/30-05 13:10 FAX 816 564 9881 Nolen Saml Brelsford | @o4
! " - ————e— ___4-——'—"‘"—‘-—_.__.__.__— e L e

of the congregation in whom is vested legal title to
the Kingdom Eall. The titleholders as such do not act
as a part of the committee to operate the Kingdom Hall
or run the busipesz of the congregation. The
titleholders, as such. have absolutely nothino te de
with the use to be made of the property. They cannot
determine who is going to live on the property or what
¥ind of work is to be done in it.

The operatien of the hall, making repairs and
improvements:, payment of expenses and obligations and
all other business in connection with owning and _
maintaining the property are all under the dirsction of
the theocratic organization through the elders and
ministerial servants appointed by the Society. '

22. The trustees helding title for any Kingdom Hall
resemble the "Trustees®™ which held title to the church property
which was the subject of the controversy in a landmark United

States Supreme Court case; Watson v. Jonesr 80 U.S, 679 at 681:

Connected with each local church, and apparently
without any functions in essence ecclesiastically, are
what are called the "Trustees;" three persons usually:
in whom is vested for form's sake, the legal title to
the church edifice and other proparty; the equitable
power ¢of management of the property being with the

: Session. These Trustees are usually elected

i " blennially; they are subject to the Session, and may be

: removed by the congregation.

gg 23, 1In 1964 when the Bonham Congregaticn secured a
'mortgage through the Watchtower Bible and Tract Societys it was
fdetermined‘by vote from the congregation that it would be willing
2to contribute to cove; the expenses of a mortgage and

f;contemplated construction expenses. BAll matt=srs were handled
ibetWEen the body of elders and Watchtower Bible and Tract Soclety
iof New York, Inc. acting in harmony with the directives of the
%Governing Body as expressed in the above-mentioned correspondence

;!ana other publications of the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society
1 |

il

H

i
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117

CAEKAERT/MAPLEY 004046



Case 1:20-cv-00052-SPW Document 288-8 Filed 11/06/23 Page 9 of 11

03/30/05 13:10 FAX 916 564 9991

i o = T P I

_Nolen Saul Brelsford o4z

‘
i

of New ¥ork., Inc.

24. By notice dated June 4, 1385, the following duly

appointed elderg of the Bonham Congregatien of Jehovah's

" Witnesses were deleted from their appointed pesiticns and are no

longer elders of Jehovah's Witnesses: (1) Wendel Baker; (2}
Trymer L. Berry; (3) James E. Coleman; (4) Ealph E. Deal; and (5)

Tony M. Jones."

25. There are currently four duly appointed elders in
the Bonham Congregation of Jehovah's Witnesses who zare recognized
by the Governing'Body of Jehovah's Witnesses. They are (1} -
Luther Brogdon; (2) Richard L. Scofield; (3) Ronald H. Williaﬁs;
and (4) Bennie Bolin. fTheir dates of appointment were (1} Luther

Brogdon—July 4, 1985; (2) Richard L. Scofield—June.4, 1985; (3)

I Ronald H. Williams—November 28, 1985; and (4) Bennie

i
11104592 1t - 3802005 11253 PN

* Balin—November 28, 1985.

26. From the dates of their appointment, the
above-mentioned duly appointed elders (Luther Brogéon: Richard L.
Bcofield, Ronald H. Williamsr and Bennie Bdlin) have ﬁad the duty
and resp;nsibility to insure”that the Fingdom Hall property
located at 1105 Pecah Street, Bonham, Texasr is properly cared
for and secured on behalf ofuthe Bonﬁam Conéregation of Jehovah’'s

Withesses,

27. Each RKingdom Hall cwned by Jehovah's Witnesses:
including the Bonham EKingdom Hall: is dedicated solely to the

worship and service of Almighty God Jehovah by means of a sclem
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- ceremgny conducted in harmony with the Holy seriptures and by

. virtoe of such dedicationr may net be used for any secular or

; mundane purpose or for religious services which are in conflict

" with the Holy Scriptures and the theccratic organization of

* Jehovah's Witnesses which is directed by the Governing Body and

of Jehovah'®s Witnesses through the Watchtower Bible and Tract

Society of New York, Inc.

28. Only the four above-mentioned appoinéed elders act

. on behalf of the Governing Body of Jehovah's Witnesses under

; authority cugtomarily delegated to congregational elders. They

|

I

S =TT

11104592 8- 313012005 11258 PH

i STATE OF NEW YORK )

and the Bonham Congregation of Jehovah's Witnesses, are entitlied
to the uninterrupted use and enjoyment of the Bonham Congregation

Kingdom Hall located at 1105 Pecan Street, Bonham, Texas.

Respectfully submitted,

} s5.
COUNTY OF KINGS }

» On the 11lth day of Februaryr 1986, before me personally came
Don Adams, a person known to be the person described in and who
executed the foregoing Lnstrument, and acknowledgea that he
executed the same.

o L

Ro;:: T. Biles
Norazy Pubiic, Srars of New York
Mg, 2401814761150
Qualified in iags Counsy
Campw Expires Mazch 30, 1986
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